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Pet Parade
Emanuel County Senior 

Center
August 26, 10-11 a.m.

Red Cross Blood 
Drive

DBC, Inc. (Twin City)
August 31,

10 a.m.—3 p.m.

Clothing Pantry
New Beginnings Wor-

ship Center
September 2, 1 p.m.

Bobcat Baseball vs. 
Scoutz Sports 
Performance

HOME
September 11, 1 pm.

Planting Flowers for 
you Bees

George L. Smith State 
Park

September 5, 9 a.m.

Bobcat Baseball vs. 
Scoutz Sports Perfor-

mance
HOME

September 12, 1 pm.

Oak Park Moonshine
Festival and events

Oak Park
Sept. 19, 9 a.m.

EMC STAFF PICTURED WITH PLAQUE

EMC named one of two 
Georgia hospitals to receive 

CMS 5-Star rating status
Emanuel Medical 

Center (EMC) has 
recently been named 
one of two hospitals in 
Georgia with a CMS 
5-star rating from CMS, 
Becker’s as the best hos-
pitals for patient expe-
rience for each state. To 
receive this prestigious 
honor, hospitals either 
received five or four 
patient summary star 
ratings, EMC being a 
5-Star.

Using data from the 
10 HCAHPS measures 
publicly reported on 
Hospital Compare, 
CMS created 10 star 
ratings. In addition to 
star ratings for the 10 
HCAHPS measures, 
CMS is introducing the 
HCAHPS summary 
star rating, which is the 
average of the star rat-
ings of the 10 topic-spe-
cific HCAHPS mea-
sures. The HCAHPS 

summary star rating 
combines information 
about different aspects 
of patient experience of 
care to make it easier to 
compare hospitals.

The HCAHPS survey 
is administered to a 
random sample of adult 
patients across medi-
cal conditions between 
48 hours and 6 weeks 
after discharge; the 
survey isn’t restricted 
to Medicare beneficia-
ries. To get HCAHPS 
star ratings, hospitals 

must have at least 100 
completed HCAHPS 
surveys over a given 
four-quarter period. 
In addition, hospi-
tals must be eligible 
for public reporting of 
HCAHPS measures. 
Hospitals with fewer 
than 100 completed 
HCAHPS surveys don’t 
get star ratings; howev-
er their HCAHPS mea-
sure scores are publicly 
reported on Hospital 
Compare.

Palmer appointed Senior 
Judge of the Superior 

Courts of Georgia
Judge Kathy Palmer 

has been appointed 
a Senior Judge of the 
Superior Courts of 
Georgia by Governor 
Brian H. Kemp.  
Senior Judge Palmer’s 
appointment became 
effective August 3, 
2020.  

As a Senior Judge, 
Palmer may be called 
upon to work in any 
of the Superior Courts 
across the State.   Upon 
request from a judicial 
circuit, Senior Judge 
Palmer will serve as the 
Superior Court Judge 
for any cases assigned 
to her including civil 
and felony criminal 
cases.   Senior Judges 
are frequently need-
ed to handle cases 
where the local judges 
are recused due to a 

conflict.  Also, Senior 
Judges help circuits 
catch up with over-
loaded dockets, and 
assist where a judge is 
ill, on vacation, or in 
training.   

Senior Judge Palmer 
retired from her elected 
position as a Superior 
Court Judge of the 
Middle Judicial Circuit 
in April after having 

been elected to five 
terms of office.  Palmer 
served as Chief Judge 
of the circuit from 
January, 2007 until her 
retirement.   She was 
active with the Council 
of Superior Court 
Judges of Georgia serv-
ing a four year cycle 
as a state officer cul-
minating as President 
in 2017-2018.  She 
served on the Board of 
Trustees of the Institute 
of Continuing Judicial 
Education of Georgia 
including serving four 
years as Chair.  

She and her hus-
band Danny reside 
in Swainsboro where 
Danny is Vice President 
of Advanced Metal 
Components, Inc.  They 
have two sons and two 
grandsons.  

JUDGE PALMER

Defendant out on 
bond re-arrested by 
neighboring agency

by HALEI LAMB
According to Met-

ter Police Department 
on Friday, August 21, 
a Swainsboro man al-
ready charged with two 
felonies and two mis-
demeanors in Emanuel 
County has been re-ar-
rested by another agency 
following his release on 
bond early last week.

WILSON

Council approves 
2021 budget proposal 
during special called 

meeting
by WHITLEY 

CLIFTON
Members  of 

Swainsboro City Council 
and Mayor Chares 
Schwabe convened for 
a special called meeting 
Monday, August 17, at 
6 p.m. at Swainsboro 
Fire Department. Please 
note, social distancing 

was observed during 
this conference. Present 
for the meeting were all 
councilpersons includ-
ing Julian Sconyers, 
Johnny Ray Stafford, 
John E. Parker, Bobbie 
Collins, Ricky Stevens, 
and Rita Faulkner. 
City Administrator Al 

(Continued on page 2A)

(Continued on page 2A)
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Council approves 2021...
l Lawson presented the 

innovation prior to enter-
ing the night’s agenda 
which went as follows:

• Council heard pro-
posals from Clearwater 
Solutions and ESG 
regarding water, waste 
water, and public works 
operations for the city of 
Swainsboro. 

• Administrator 
Lawson presented the 
2021 proposed budget as 
prepared by city depart-
ment heads and answered 
numerous questions from 
council regarding the 
presented budget pro-
posal. Council suggested 
the removal of decapi-
tated house line item in 
the building inspector’s 
budget be increased from 
$15,000 to $25,000. No 
objections were made to 
this suggestion.

A salary compari-
son from other cities 
was then presented by 
Administrator Lawson 

to council. The procedure 
of employees obtaining 
supplement by insurance 
premiums was discussed. 
Administrator Lawson 
stated that the present-
ed proposal was the only 
way for the city to remain 
competitive with salaries. 
He explained the differ-
ence in emergency pay 
versus a normal 40-hour 
work week. Council then 
discussed the percentage 
increase. Council Stevens 
asked Administrator 
Lawson if the budget 
could stand a five per-
cent increase in pay for 
city employees and stated 
that the city had not been 
keeping up with inflation. 
Administrator Lawson 
stated he could make it 
work without an adver-
tised increase in milage or 
an increase in water rates. 
A motion was then made 
to accept the budget as 
presented with the sug-
gested changes and a five 
percent increase in pay 
for employees with no 
tax increase or water rate 
increase. Administrator 
Lawson stated that the 
milage rollback rate 
would change slightly 
because last year there 
was a negative growth 
index from the rollback 
rate that would change 
slightly due to last year 
there was a negative 
growth index from the 
county. This would reflect 
no increase in taxes 
but a change in milage 
from 19.353 to 19.368. 
This motion, made by 
Stevens, was seconded 
by Sconyers and passed 
unanimously 6-0.

(Continued on page 2A)

Defendant out on...
The following infor-

mation was posted to 
Metter Police Depart-
ment’s Facebook page 
around 3 p.m. on Fri-
day:

“On Friday, August 
21, 2020, Rodney Keith 
Wilson of Swainsboro, 
Georgia was arrested 
by Metter Police Of-
ficers in coordination 
with the Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice for Impersonating 
a Police Officer. The 
charge stems from an 
investigation conduct-
ed by the Metter Po-
lice Department.

The Metter Police 
Department was no-
tified by a local busi-
ness that Wilson had 
been in their place of 
business and was pur-
porting to be a law 
enforcement officer, 
who was working a 

case, and requested 
services. The investi-
gation revealed that 
Wilson was not a law 
enforcement officer. 
Based on the investi-
gation, warrants were 
issued for Wilson’s 
arrest. Wilson is cur-
rently in the Candler 
Jail after bond was de-
nied. This is an ongo-
ing investigation and 
there more charges 
could be filed.

Wilson was released 
earlier in the week in 
Emanuel County for 
two felony counts of 
threatening witnesses 
in official proceedings 
and two misdemean-
or counts involving 
simple battery. If you 
have any information 
about this case, please 
contact Investigator 
McKinley Lewis at the 
Metter Police Depart-
ment at 912-685-5437.”

On Tuesday, August 
18, Wilson had a bond 
hearing for the Eman-
uel County charges. 
The Honorable Judge 
Robert S. Reeves grant-
ed him a $50,000 prop-
erty bond. The two 
incidents in Emanuel 
occurred on August 
4 and August 5. Wil-
son’s felony counts 
came after he alleged-
ly threatened two 
city officials while his 
misdemeanor counts 
came after he alleged-
ly physically assault-
ed two individuals 
at an area restaurant. 
Arrest warrants were 
secured August 12 af-
ter the GBI conducted 
its investigation, and 
the defendant turned 
himself into author-
ities the next day, 
Thursday, August 13. 
He remained in custo-
dy until his release on 

bond five days later.
Tripp Fitzner III, the 

newly-elected incom-
ing district attorney 
for the Middle Judi-
cial Circuit, offered 
this Friday afternoon 
about Wilson’s new 
charges in the neigh-
boring county and his 
re-arrest: “The Can-
dler county case hap-
pened yesterday. Both 
cases are still under in-
vestigation. We appre-
ciate the hard work of 
the GBI and the Metter 
Police Department. I 
can’t pre-judge it be-
cause I don’t have all 
the facts at this point, 
but he’ll be treated just 
like anyone else who 
is accused of a crime. 
He’ll get his due pro-
cess and all his rights. 
We’ll make an appro-
priate charging deci-
sion at the end of the 
investigation.”

About possible 
bond revocation here 
in Emanuel, Fitzner 
added Friday, “It’s a 
moot point right now 
because he was de-
nied bond in Metter. 
Depending on what 
happens, if his attor-
ney tries to get him 
out over there, we 
may do it over here, 
but he was just arrest-
ed today. The judge 
didn’t grant him a 
bond. The next court 
date in Candler is the 
second Wednesday in 
September. If they try 
to get him out over 
there, we’ll look at re-
voking his bond over 
here. At this time, 
however, it’s hard to 
say because again, it’s 
a brand new case. I 
can say he’ll be treated 
like everybody else.”

(From front page)

Active Emanuel County COVID-19  
decreases by two in past week

by WHITLEY CLIF-
TON

According to the 
county commissioners’ 
noon update before 
press time Tuesday, 
August 25, the total ac-
tive cases of COVID-19 
in Emanuel has de-
creased to 63.

There have been 713 
total confirmed cases. 
Of those confirmed cas-
es, 636 patients have re-
covered while 14 have 

died. Altogether, 4,271 
patients have been test-
ed; 262 of those patients 
are awaiting results.

This week’s active 
count of 63 indicates an 
decrease of 2 cases from 
the previous week.

The report on August 
18 was as follows:

• 65 active cases
• 657 confirmed cases
• 579 recovered
• 3,980 total patients 

tested

• 268 patients await-
ing results

The death count 
jumped from 13 to 14 
on August 19. The pre-
vious death count of 13 
held steady from Au-
gust 12 until August 19.

The Emanuel Coun-
ty Board of Commis-
sioners remains the 
go-to for the most cur-
rent, cumulative list 
of coronavirus cases 
here locally. The com-

mission works jointly 
with Emanuel Medical 
Center, East Georgia 
Healthcare Center, and 
the health department 
to provide an update 
everyday Monday 
through Friday at noon 
on Facebook. To receive 
these updates, follow 
the Emanuel County 
Board of Commission-
ers and turn on your 
notifications.

Durden, Hickman winners of runoffs
by WHITLEY CLIF-

TON
The 2020 runoff elec-

tions took place Tues-
day, August 11, for the 
Emanuel County sher-
iff’s democratic race, 
State Senate – District 
4 Republican race, and 
the nonpartisan special 
state senate race.

In the democratic 
runoff, Allen Durden 
won over Johnny James 
Smith 257-236.

In the republican 
race for State Sen-
ate – District 4, Bil-
ly Hickman defeated 
Scott Bohlke 584-369. 
Hickman also won 
the special state sen-

ate race, defeat-
ing Bohlke 713-487. 
Important dates for the 
general election in No-
vember are as follows:

• Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3 — Election Day. 
In-person voting must 
be done at voters’ des-

ignated polling places.
• Monday, October 5 

— Deadline to register 
online to vote

• Monday, October 
5 — Deadline for reg-
istering to mail by vote 
(must be postmarked 
by this date)• Monday, 

October 5 — Deadline 
to register in person to 
vote

• Friday, October 30 
— Deadline to request 
a ballot by mail (must 
be received by this 
date)

• Monday, October 
12, to Friday, October 
30 — Early voting pe-
riod. Early voting must 
be done at the local 
elections office.

Archived live cov-
erage of this runoff 
can be located on The 
Forest-Blade’s new vid-
eo page on Emanuel 
County Live, www.
emanuelcountylive.
com/video/. 

DURDEN HICKMAN

Senior Center to host pet parade today!
The Emanuel County Senior Center will host a pet parade today, August 26, from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. 

Present for this event will the shelter staff and adoptable pets from the Betty Gambrell Animal Shelter. 
Donations of pet food are greatly appreciated by shelter staff and all furbabies of the local shelter. 
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New COVID-19 Self-Reporting
Form released at EGSC

For more information on EGSC’s schedule and response to the 
ongoing COVID-19 outbreak, visit www.ega.edu/COVID19

SWAINSBORO • STATESBORO • AUGUSTA • ONLINE

WWW.EGA.EDU

BOBCAT SPOT

UPCOMING EVENTS:
September 2 - Session I - Last Day to Withdraw with No Academic Penalty

EGSC announces new quality 
enhancement plan as students 

return to campus
EGSC is committed 

to providing quality 
and accessible edu-
cation to its students, 
and one of the many 
steps EGSC is taking to 
enhance students’ edu-
cation is creating and 
implementing a new 
Quality Enhancement 
Plan (QEP). Amidst 
the changes and chal-
lenges that COVID-19 
brings to the academic 
environment, EGSC’s 
QEP calls for student 
learning communi-
ties (SLCs), as a tool to 
increase student per-
sistence and improve 
learning. SLCs consist 
of two or more cours-
es that are linked the-
matically and share the 
same cohort of students, 
reading materials, and 
assignments designed 
to provoke deep learn-
ing through forming 
interdisciplinary con-
nections. EGSC’s QEP 
is a carefully designed 
plan that enhances and 
supports student learn-
ing while accomplish-
ing the mission of the 
college. Selecting a QEP 
topic is a multi-step 
process that includes a 
comprehensive review 
of data as well as input 
from faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and alumni gath-
ered through surveys 
and meetings. East 
Georgia State College 
has selected “Student 
Learning Communities: 
Learning to Associate” 
as the topic of the insti-
tutions QEP. If students 
come to EGSC to “get 
associated,” then EGSC 
is going to teach them 
“how to associate.” 
“EGSC faculty and stu-
dents have expressed 
enthusiasm for learning 
communities. The stu-
dents anticipate more 
time to learn, as these 
communities share 
common assignments. 
Faculty anticipate that 
students will experi-
ence deeper learning, 
as they explore themes 
through the lens of two 
or more disciplines,” 

said QEP Director Dr. 
Ren Denton.

One of the big oppor-
tunities the QEP pro-
vides to students is 
linked courses. Two 
professors collaborate 
to design an interdisci-
plinary experience for 
their shared students. 
For example, students 
enrolled in a learning 
community made up 
of psychology and a 
literature-based writ-
ing course, will learn 
how to apply the con-
cepts they learn in their 
psychology course to 
understanding the lit-
erary characters they 
encounter in their lit-
erature course. Giving 
students the opportuni-
ty to apply information 
from one to the other 
course encourages crit-
ical thinking, shows the 
usefulness of the infor-
mation they are learn-
ing, and forges connec-
tions that students may 
not have made without 
the linking of the cours-
es. “National research 
of leading education 
experts has proven that 
linked courses improve 
learning, socialization, 
and student success,” 
said Denton. “SLCs 
combine the social 
aspect of learning with 
the academic aspect and 
produce increased satis-
faction in the student’s 
college experience. 
These communities will 
be especially crucial 
to the intellectual and 
socialization aspects 
should COVID-19 safe-
ty measures continue 
through the spring 2021 
when the QEP begins 
its implementation.” 
In providing students 
with opportunities for 
collaborative learn-
ing that lead to greater 
course success, EGSC 
meets its goals to facil-
itate student success 
and persistence, even 
as SLCs also promote 

active-learning pedago-
gies and teaching prac-
tices and better enable 
students to identify and 
use campus academic 
support resources. By 
better supporting the 
learning process for tra-
ditional and non-tradi-
tional students, EGSC’s 
QEP advances the insti-
tution’s mission in that 
the learning communi-
ty experience prepares 
students for success in 
the 21st century global 
workforce through cre-
ating equitable, interdis-
ciplinary learning envi-
ronments that promote 
active and collabora-
tive learning, personal 
growth, and a sense of 
belonging to a diverse 
community. About East 
Georgia State College: 
East Georgia State 
College - a state col-
lege offering two-year 
degrees and targeted 
bachelor degrees - pro-
vides affordable access 
to quality higher edu-
cation, enabling all stu-
dents to achieve their 
academic goals with 
minimum delay and 
expense. EGSC’s spe-
cialized attentiveness 
effectively supports a 
wide range of academ-
ic abilities and prepa-
ration levels. Students 
can pursue associate’s 
degrees, targeted bach-
elor’s degrees and 
transfer paths to other 
institutions. EGSC’s 
most recent prominence 
is in being among the 
first and few University 
System of Georgia insti-
tutions approved to 
award associate degrees 
with disciplinary dis-
tinction, which provides 
students a foundation 
of courses in a specific 
major, rather than just 
the core curriculum. 
EGSC has one campus 
in Swainsboro and sat-
ellite sites in Statesboro 
and Augusta.
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

Wendell Carl Grimes, 67
Funeral services for 

Wendell Carl Grimes, 67, 
of Twin City were held 
Thursday, August 20, 
2020, 11a.m. at Canoo-
chee Missionary Baptist 
Church with Reverend 
Randy Adams and Mr. 
Jim Roberts officiating. 
Interment followed in the 
Old Canoochee Primitive 
Baptist Church Ceme-
tery. The family received 
friends Wednesday, Au-
gust 19, from 6 until 8 
p.m. at Chapman Funeral 
Home. He passed away 
Monday, August 17, at 
his residence following 
an extended illness. In 
compliance with guide-
lines set by the CDC, the 
6--feet rule was enforced 
during viewing and ser-
vice.

Mr. Wendell Carl 
Grimes was born August 
23, 1952 in Metter to the 
late Carl Grimes and Ma-
rie Brown Grimes. He 
moved to Twin City one 
month after being born. 
Grimes farmed until 
1990, had various con-
struction jobs, was heavy 
machine operator, and 
was owner of Grimes & 
Son Trucking Company. 
He enjoyed attending fish 
fries and spending time 
with his family, espe-
cially his grandchildren.  
Grimes was a member of 
Canoochee Missionary 
Baptist Church. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; brother, Wayne 
Grimes; sister, Caro-

lyn Bishop; and grand-
daughter, Abbie Grimes.

Survivors include his 
wife of 48 years, Dianne 
Walker Grimes of Twin 
City; sons, Kevin (Tam-
my) Grimes and Foster 
Grimes, both of Twin 
City, and B. J. (Robin) 
Grimes of Garfield; sis-
ters, Mary (Don) Aleff of 
Tuscon, AZ, Ann White 
and Barbara (Charlie) 
Gay, both of Twin City, 
Willene Breedlove of 
Dallas, TX, Jean Brun-
er of Atlanta, and Ruth 
(Richard) Newton of 
Warner Robins; grand-
children, Amber Grimes, 
Austin Grimes, Chan-
dler Grimes, and Chelsie 
Grimes; and several niec-
es, nephews, and many 
friends.

Pallbearers were Mace 
Henry, Dale Cannady, 
Jimmy Neal, Kelvin 
Turner, Neal Clay, Corbin 
Wiggins, Thomas Proc-
tor, and Wayne Harper.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

GRIMES

Reverend J. Martin Ray, 97
A memorial service for 

Reverend J. Martin Ray, 
97, of Swainsboro will 
be held on Saturday, Au-
gust 29, 2020, at 11 a.m. 
at First Baptist Church 
in Swainsboro with the 
family accepting visita-
tion at 10 a.m. In com-
pliance with guidelines 
set by the CDC, the 6—
feet rule will be enforced 
during viewing and ser-
vice.

Reverend J. Martin Ray 
lived in Swainsboro for 
the past two years and 
was a member of First 
Baptist Church, Swains-
boro. He accepted the 
call to serve as a minis-
ter of the gospel about 
72 years prior to his 
death and served many 
small churches in North 
Alabama and Florida.  
His last “assignment” 
as a minister was as the 
unofficial chaplain to 
Emanuel Medical Center 
Nursing Home.  He de-
livered his last “sermon” 
just prior to the onset of 
the COVID—19 pandem-
ic. He carried out his du-
ties until about two days 
prior to his admission 
to the hospice inpatient 
facility. During the pan-
demic, with the help of 
two wonderful hospice 
employees, YouTube vid-
eos were recorded each 
Thursday and were then 
available to the Nurs-
ing Home residents for 
viewing.   He loved his 
work as a minister of the 
gospel.  His last complete 
sentence was: “Isn’t it 
wonderful to be a Chris-
tian?”

During his tenure in 
Swainsboro, he served as 
a volunteer at Emanuel 
Medical Center Nursing 
Home. He participated 

with other volunteers 
enjoying games with 
the residents as well as 
conducting Thursday 
worship services. He 
thoroughly enjoyed in-
teracting with the pa-
tients and staff. He con-
sidered them part of his 
new family in Swains-
boro. He was thrilled at 
the move to Swainsboro 
and enjoyed the experi-
ence of having a totally 
new set of friends. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, David and 
Terie Ray; four brothers; 
one sister; and his wife, 
Louise Forister Ray, after 
57 years of marriage.

Survivors include one 
child, Dr. James Ray 
(Harriet); four grandchil-
dren, David (Karri), Mar-
ty (Angela), and Andy 
(Kylie); and Stephen (Er-
ica); eight great—grand-
children, Megan, Alexis, 
Boston, Brylie, Scarlett, 
Charlotte, Jackson, and 
Violet; as well as several 
nieces and nephews.

The family requests 
that remembrances be 
made to Community 
Hospice Foundation, 
Vidalia, or First Baptist 
Church, Swainsboro.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro is 
in charge of the arrange-
ments.

RAY

Martha Joan Meeks, 74
A graveside service 

for Martha Joan Meeks, 
74, of Adrian were held 
Friday, August 21, 2020 
at 2 p.m. at Sardis Ceme-
tery. The family received 
friends Friday, August 
21, 2020 from 12 p.m. 
until 1:30 p.m. at Chap-
man Funeral Home. She 
passed away Monday, 
August 17, at her resi-
dence following an ex-
tended illness. In compli-
ance with guidelines set 
by the CDC, the 6--feet 
rule was enforced during 
visitation and service.

Ms. Martha Joan Meeks 
was born February 3, 
1946 in Wrightsville to the 
late Hildred Roundtree 
Meeks and Lois Webb 
Meeks. She worked at 
The Bank of Soperton for 
22 years. Meeks loved the 
outdoors, singing, and 
helping people. She was 
a member of Pilgrim Rest 
Baptist Church. Meeks 
was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 

Thomas Lee Meeks; 
and sister, Jeanie Meeks 
McNure.

Survivors include 
her sons, Ashley Meeks 
of Swainsboro and Ty 
(Julie) Meeks of Louis-
ville; grandchildren, A.J. 
Meeks, Anlee Meeks, 
and Zachary Meeks; 
nephew, Brandon 
McNure; great-nephews, 
Cade McNure and Jo-
sef McNure; and many 
friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

MEEKS

Martha Lynn Rowland, 70
A graveside service for 

Martha Lynn Rowland, 
70, of Wrightsville was 
held Friday, August 21, 
2020 11 a.m. at Westview 
Cemetery. The family re-
ceived friends Thursday, 
August 20, from 6 until 
8 p.m. at Chapman Fu-
neral Home. She passed 
away Tuesday, August 
18, at Greenwood Place 
in Wrightsville following 
an extended illness. In 
compliance with guide-
lines set by the CDC, the 
6--feet rule was enforced 
during visitation and ser-
vice.

Ms. Martha Lynn Row-
land was born March 
15, 1950 in Gumlog to 
the late George Johnson 
and Mary Lizzie Dickens 
Johnson. She worked at 
Lynn’s Cuts & Styles for 
more than 20 years. Row-
land enjoyed shopping 
and listening to the Clas-
sic Country Jukebox. She 
loved and enjoyed her 
children, grandchildren, 
and chihuahua named 
Daisey Mae. Rowland 
was of the Baptist Faith. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
husband, Carl Jack Row-

land; brothers, Kenneth 
Johnson, Raiford John-
son, Riley Johnson, and 
Aaron Johnson; and sis-
ters, Grace Reynolds, 
Katherine Tapley, and 
Dorothy Nobles.

Survivors include her 
sons, Shannon (Katy) 
Hood of Wrightsville 
and Brandon (Jylec-
ca) Rowland of Dublin; 
grandchildren, Janiyah 
Pugh, Jabriel Rowland, 
Madison Hood, Pey-
ton Hood, Kylie Rose, 
and Lexi (Zach) Cutler; 
great-granddaughter, 
Landrey Cutler; and sev-
eral nieces, nephews, and 
many friends.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

ROWLAND

Don Henry King, 67
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death of 
Don Henry King, 67, of 
Swainsboro on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2020 at the 
University Hospital in 
Augusta.

Graveside services 
were held Friday, August 
21, 2020 at 10 a.m. in the 
Forest Lawn Cemetery 
with Rev. Chris Young 
officiating. CDC social 
distancing guidelines 
were observed and masks 
were encouraged for your 
safety and others.

Mr. Don Henry King 
was born September 
1, 1952 to the late 
Robert Byron and Ruth 
Brunell Eubanks King 
in Swainsboro, Emanuel 
County. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded 

in death by his wife, Alma 
Williams King.

Survivors include 
a son, Byron King of 
Waynesboro; sisters, 
Sylvia Ann Durden, 
Sandra Kay Thompson 
(Robert), and Gwendolyn 
Faye Paradise, all 
of Swainsboro, and 
Katherine Nell Cammack 
(Dean) and Lora Montez 
French, both of Richmond 
Hill; brother, Robert 
Taylor King (Judy) of 
Grovetown; step-children, 
Lamanda Hendrix, 
Teresa Ely, Terrell Colter, 
Jamie Colter, and Arthur 
Copeland; several step-
grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.
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Local pantry 
to distribute 

goods tomorrow
The Summertown Food Pantry will distrib-

ute goods tomorrow, August 27, beginning at 1 
p.m. at the Summertown Baptist Church.

Margueritte Childs Gulledge, 
85

Durden-Hudson Funer-
al Directors announces 
the death of Margueritte 
Childs Gulledge, 85, of 
Swainsboro, on Tuesday, 
August 18, 2020 at Pruitt 
Health in Swainsboro.

Graveside services were 
held Thursday, August 20, 
at 11 a.m. in the Hawham-
mock Baptist Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Lou-
is Pearce officiating. The 
family received friends on 
Thursday morning at the 
funeral home from 10 a.m. 
until time of service. CDC 
social distancing guide-
lines were observed and 
masks were encouraged 
for your safety and others.

Mrs. Margueritte Childs 
Gulledge was born Octo-
ber 15, 1934 to the late John 
and Timpie Lee Hilburn 
Childs in Brundidge, AL. 
She was previously em-
ployed by Creston Knit-
ting Mills, Swainsboro 
Sportswear, and retired as 
an inspector from Ithaca 
Industries. Gulledge en-
joyed sewing, flower gar-

dening, quilting, crochet-
ing and was of the Baptist 
faith. In addition to her 
parents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
William Gulledge; daugh-
ter, Betty Gulledge; and 8 
siblings.

Survivors include one 
son, Wayne Gulledge of 
Swainsboro; a daugh-
ter, Wanda Wimberly of 
Dublin; granddaughter, 
Melissa Gulledge (Jeff) of 
Swainsboro; great-grand-
daughter, Jenna Farmer; 
and extended family.

Durden-Hudson Funer-
al Directors was in charge 
of arrangements.

GULLEDGE

Lottie Jean Whitehead Harris, 
81

Lottie Jean Whitehead 
Harris, 81, departed this 
life on Thursday, August 
20, 2020 following a brief 
illness.  

Mrs. Lottie Jean White-
head was born in Eman-
uel County to the late 
James L. (Fish) Whitehead 
and Mary Etta William-
son Whitehead on July 
17, 1939.  She was a 1958 
graduate of the Emanuel 
County Elementary and 
Industrial High School.  
Whitehead retired from 
Emanuel Medical Cen-
ter, where she worked in 
the dietary department 
for more than 25 years. 
She also retired from the 
Emanuel County Senior 
Citizens Center, where she 
worked as a cook. White-
head was a member of the 
Springfield Missionary 
Baptist Church and later 
joined the Mt. Gilead Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
where she served as a dea-
coness and was a member 
of the Missionary Society. 
She served as the secre-
tary for the Second Union 
Missionary Baptist Associ-
ation for many years and 

was a member of the Sec-
ond Union Home Mission.  

Whitehead was a life 
member of the Olive Leaf 
Chapter No. 295, Order 
of the Eastern Star, where 
she served as recording 
secretary for more than 50 
years. She was also a char-
ter member of the Mary 
Neal Allen Assembly No. 
317, Order of the Golden 
Circle.

Survivors include her 
husband of 55 years, John 
A. Harris of Swainsboro; 
two sons, Mark (Michelle) 
Whitehead of Dublin and 
John A. (Peggy) Collier 
of Augusta; two sisters, 
Charlene W. (Charlie) 
Wright of Lexsy and Grace 
W. Tukes of Dublin; four 
granddaughters, and 
a host of nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives, and 
friends.  

Graveside services will 
be held Saturday, August 
29, at 10 a.m. at Swains-
boro City Cemetery with 
Reverend Jerry Armstrong 
serving as eulogist.

Mosley’s Funeral Home 
of Swainsboro is in charge 
of arrangements. Sophronia Bristow

Graveside services for 
Sophronia Bristow were 
held Sunday, August 23, 
2020 at 11 a.m. at Mt. 
Zion Church Cemetery 
in Garfield and Reverend 
Johnnie Branch serving 
as eulogist. She passed 
away Monday, August 
17.

Mrs. Sophronia Bristow 
was born August 15 to 
the late Albert and Nora 
Cohen of Swainsboro. She 
attended the Swainsboro 
public schools system 
and graduated from 
Swainsboro High School 
in 1955. Bristow ventured 
off to Evanston, Illinois, 
to pursue a nursing col-
lege degree and molded 
for Spiegel. While there, 
she met her first love, 
Hoover Bristow. The two 
later became husband 
and wife on January 15, 
1956. To this union, three 
children were born, Patsy 
Rosa, Ronnie Hoover, and 
Angel Patrice. Bristow 
enjoyed being a home-
maker, shopping, garden-
ing, partying, decorating, 
and traveling, but most 
of all, she enjoyed spend-
ing time with her family. 
She moved into the work-
force and began work-

ing with Rand McNally, 
making road atlases. 
Bristow faithfully and 
diligently worked until 
her retirement. In 1996, 
she and Hoover moved to 
Swainsboro, where they 
shared the rest of their 
lives together. Bristow 
was preceded in death 
by her husband; daugh-
ter, Patsy Rosa; and sister, 
Eloise Andrews. 

Survivors include two 
children, Ronnie Bristow 
and Angel Ceasor; five 
grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; a 
loving companion, Ron 
Handlberry; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, other 
family members, and 
friends.

Mosley’s Funeral Home 
of Swainsboro was in 
charge of arrangements.

BRISTOW

Seresa Ann Waters, 55
Funeral services for Se-

resa Ann Waters, 55, of 
Twin City were held Sat-
urday, August 15, 2020 3 
p.m. at Chapman Funer-
al Home with Reverend 
Brad McKenzie officiating. 
Interment followed in the 
Old Canoochee Primitive 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
with Reverend Andrew 
Flowers officiating. The 
family received friends 
Friday, August 14, from 6 
until 8 p.m. at Chapman 
Funeral Home. In compli-
ance with guidelines set 
by the CDC, the 6-feet rule 
was enforced during visi-
tation and service.

Mrs. Seresa Ann Waters 
was born April 6, 1965 
in Swainsboro to Bobby 
Sherrod and the late Geor-
gia Mae Braddy Sherrod. 
She worked at KFC for 18 
years. Waters had a hum-
ble spirit and was always 
smiling. She loved God 
and going to church. She 
was a member of Eman-
uel Christian Ministries. 
Waters was preceded in 
death by her mother; and 
one brother, Jimmy Ray 
Sherrod. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Eddie Waters of 
Twin City; father; son, Jo-

seph Sherrod of Twin City; 
daughter, Stacy Flores of 
Twin City; brothers, Bob-
by Frank Sherrod of Twin 
City and Harvey Lamar 
(Cora Lee) Sherrod of 
Eastman; sister, LaDona 
Lara (Bud Wright) of Met-
ter; grandchildren, Nico-
lasa Flores, Georgia Mae 
Flores, Christopher Flores, 
and Juan Flores; two 
nieces, three nephews, 
four great-nieces, three 
great-nephews, and many 
friends.

Pallbearers were Tra-
vis Wilkerson, Sammy 
Braddy, Dale Brown, Bud 
Wright, Todd Sherrod, and 
Wendall Powell.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro was 
in charge of arrangements.

WATERS
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Deacon Beauford Easterling Jr., 73
Graveside services for 

Deacon Beauford Easter-
ling Jr., 73, of Swainsboro 
were held in the Kirkland 
Cemetery Saturday, Au-
gust 22, 2020 at 9:30 a.m. 
with Reverend Stanford 
Anderson presiding. He 
passed away Tuesday, 
August 18, at Emanuel 
Medical Center following 
an extended illness.

Deacon Beauford East-
erling Jr. was born Au-
gust 11, 1947 in Emanuel 
County to the late Buford 
Easterling Sr. and Annie 
Smith Easterling. He at-
tended Emanuel County 
schools, and graduated 
from Emanuel Coun-
ty High School, class of 
1967. Easterling later at-
tended IBM school in Au-
gusta, receiving a degree 
in computer technology. 
He also attended Emanu-
el County Junior College, 
receiving a degree in psy-
chology. At the age of 20. 
Together, they cultivated 
five beautiful children. 

At an early age, he joined 
Ohoopee Grove Baptist 
Church of Nunez and 
served as a chairman of 
the Deacon Board as well 
as superintendent of the 
convention for 28 years. 
He later moved his mem-
bership to Pages of Life 
Christian Worship Centre 
of Swainsboro where he 
served as a deacon until 
his demise. He was em-
ployed at The Forest-Blade 
in Swainsboro for eight 
years as a darkroom spe-
cialist. Other employe-
ment included physical 
therapist at University 
Hosptial of Augusta for 
two years, security offi-
cer at Rayonier in Nunez 
for 10 years, and human 
technique service coun-
sellor for the State of 
Georgia for 32 years, in 
which he retired. 

Survivors include his 
devoted wife of 53 years, 
Eva Easterling of Swains-
boro; three daughters, 
Angela Dekle and Kim-

berly Jordan, both of 
Swainsboro, and Monica 
Brown of Sandersville; 
two sons, Bryant East-
erling of Richmond Hill 
and Phillip Easterling 
of Swainsboro; siblings, 
Johnny Easterling, Mar-
tha Easterling, Mattie 
Rolle, Leola Easterling, 
Betty Easterling, and Glo-
ria Jones; 17 grandchil-
dren, 6 great-grandchil-
dren, and a host of other 
relatives and friends.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

EASTERLING

Aretha Yvonne Worthen, 51
Graveside services for 

Aretha Yvonne Worthen, 
51, were held Saturday, 
August 22, 2020 at 1 
p.m. at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with Pastor 
Frank O’Neal serving 
as eulogist. She passed 
away Saturday, August 
15, following an extend-
ed illness. 

Ms. Aretha Yvonne 
Worthen was born 
March 15, 1969 to Juanita 
B. Worthen and the late 
Albert Worthen. She 
attended the Emanuel 
County public schools 
system. Worthen joined 
Brown Chapel Center of 
Deliverance at an early 
age. She was preceded 
in death by her father 

and one sister, Evangelist 
Sarah Louise Worthen.

Survivors include her 
mother; three daughters, 
Lazuri Yatacka Ratrice 
Buie of Statesboro, 
Stashara Lesha Worthen, 
and Auija Zybreyah 
Locke of Swainsboro; one 
son, Darien Untay Davis 

of Savannah; four sisters, 
Elder Patricia Dukes, 
Mary Deloise Worthen, 
Sandra Worthen, and 
Annie Laura Worthen, 
all of Swainsboro; one 
brother, Willie Albert 
Worthen of Garfield; and 
a host of grandchildren, 
nieces, cousins, and 
friends.

Pallbearers were 
Quintin Dukes, Will 
Worthen, Demetrius 
Knight, Brandon 
Worthen, Eric Worthen, 
Terrance Worthen, and 
Relando Culbreth.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

WORTHEN
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William “Bill” Edward  
McDuffie Jr., 74

Private funeral ser-
vices were recently held 
for William “Bill” Ed-
ward McDuffie Jr., 74, in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
He was of Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, and passed 
away August 5, 2020.

Survivors include his 
wife, Renee Johnson 
McDuffie; daughter, 
Melissa Ycough; four 
grandchildren; and a 
sister, Patricia Mathis of 
Prattville, Alabama.

SPD 
announces 

civilian 
weapons 
course

The Swainsboro Police Department will be 
reopening enrollment to its popular civilian 
weapon course. This course is taught by cer-
tified law enforcement instructors and covers 
a variety of topics to include Georgia law. 
The course concludes with a live fire exercise, 
supervised at the agency’s firing range. If inter-
ested in enrolling in this course and to obtain 
an application, contact Zelda Sumner at the 
Swainsboro Police Department at 478-237-8967. 
Please note, space is limited to 10 applicants.
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Whorley, Braswell plan October wedding
Jimmy and Michelle 

Millsaps of Metter are 
happy to announce the 
upcoming wedding of 
their daughter, Jordan 
Leigh Whorley, to Mi-
chael Cameron Braswell, 
son of Mike and Linda 
Braswell of Swainsboro. 

The bride-elect is a 
2011 Honor Graduate of 
Emanuel County Insti-
tute. She currently works 
at Meadows Regional 
Medical Center in Vida-
lia as a registered nurse 
in the Intensive Care 
Unit. Miss Whorely is the 
granddaughter of Wil-
liam “Bill” Mercer and 
the late Barbara Mercer.

The future-groom is a 
2012 graduate of Swains-
boro High School and  
currently works in trans-
portation and logistics  
at Handy Andy in Vida-
lia. He is the grandson 
of Mary Kirby,  Iris Bras-
well, the late Hugh Bras-
well, and the late E.A. 
“Rabbit” Kirby. 

Cameron and Jordan 
will become Mr. and Mrs. 
Braswell on October 10, 
2020 in an intimate cer-
emony surrounded by 
their closest family and 
friends. BRASWELL AND WHORLEY
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EGSC earns Tree Campus USA recognition
East Georgia State 

College was recent-
ly recognized as a Tree 
Campus USA for 2019. 
This designation from the 
Arbor Day Foundation is 
awarded to universities 
and colleges across the 
United States for pro-
moting healthy trees and 
student engagement on 
campus.

   This is the third time 
that EGSC has been des-
ignated as a Tree Campus 
USA. To obtain this dis-
tinction, the college met 
the five core standards 
for an effective cam-
pus forest management, 
including establishment 
of a tree advisory com-
mittee, evidence of a 
campus tree-care plan, 
dedicated annual expen-
ditures for its campus 
tree program, an Arbor 
Day observance, and the 
sponsorship of student 
service-learning projects.

“I would like to thank 
all the members of the 

Campus Tree Advisory 
Committee on their com-
mitment and dedica-
tion to the Tree Campus 
USA,” said Dr. David 
Chevalier, the interim 
Dean of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences at 
EGSC. “This designa-
tion is evidence of the 
commitment of EGSC 

to promote the health of 
trees and environmental 
awareness on campus.”

Earlier this year, the 
Arbor Day Foundation 
announced a name 
change of the Tree 
Campus USA program, 
which will be called 
Tree Campus Higher 
Education in 2020 and 

beyond. This change 
unifies the Tree Campus 
family of recognition 
programs, which now 
includes Tree Campus 
K–12 and Tree Campus 
Healthcare – new pro-
grams built on the leg-
acy that began with 
Tree Campus Higher 
Education.

CAMPUS TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Professor as contributing author to new, 
prominent American history textbook

In our age of specializa-
tion, it is rare for a profes-
sor to work and publish 
in more than one academ-
ic field of study, but East 
Georgia State College’s 
Dr. H. Lee Cheek, Jr., is 
an exception to the rule.  
As a political scientist, Dr. 
Cheek focuses on Amer-
ican political thought 
and American politics.  
According to his own 
account, he is an “old 
school” student of poli-
tics who uses history to 
help students and others 
understand government.  
Last month, Rice Uni-
versity, OpenStax, and 
the Bill of Rights Insti-
tute published a ground-
breaking new American 
history textbook, Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit 
of Happiness, and Cheek 
is a contributing author of 
the volume.  It is believed 
that the work serves as 
the new standard in AP 
history textbooks for 
OpenStax and will re-
ceive many college adop-
tions. 

Cheek comments: 
“While I am not an his-
torian and have never 
claimed to be an histori-
an--although with much 
graduate course work 
and publications in the 
field--I was honored to 
be asked to be part of 
this project.”  The book 
is Cheek’s second pub-
lished textbook for class-
room use.

Dr. Cheek holds a Ph.D. 
in politics, with a general 
focus on American po-
litical development, and 
with a particular con-
centration on Nineteenth 
Century America (Ph.D., 

Politics, The Catholic 
University of America, 
1998).  He possesses a 
M.Div. from Duke Uni-
versity where he focused 
on historical empha-
ses in his coursework.  
Cheek is the author of 
the forthcoming Re-
covering the American 
Founding (Notre Dame 
University Press, 2022), a 
book that is a study of the 
historical development of 
the Early Republic.  He 
is the editor of Patrick 
Henry-Onslow Debate: 
Republicanism and Lib-
erty in American Polit-
ical Thought (Lanham, 
Maryland: Lexington 
Books, 2013) a series 
of historical texts with 
a commentary, which 
has been reviewed 
exclusively in historical 
journals.

Dr. Cheek is also the 
author or editor of nu-
merous other works 
that are in the field of or 
closely related to Amer-
ica historical studies 
including John C. Cal-
houn’s  A Disquisition 

on Government (South 
Bend, Indiana: St. 
Augustine’s Press, 
2007; second edition, 
2016); Calhoun: Select-
ed Writings and Speech-
es (Washington, D.C.: 
Regnery Books, 2003); 
and his most well-known 
work, Calhoun and Pop-
ular Rule (Columbia 
and London: University 
of Missouri Press, June 
2001), a work that was 
either a finalist or semi-
finalist for numerous 
historical organization 
awards, including 
The Genovese Award, 
The Historical Society 
(finalist); the Merle Curti 
Award in Intellectual 
History, Organization 
of American Historians 
(nominated); and the 
D. B. Hardeman Prize, 
Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Foundation (nominated) 
[partial list].

As a journal and man-
uscript referee in the 
field of American histo-
ry, Cheek’s expertise has 
been solicited from and 
provided to University of 
Kentucky Press, Continu-

um Books, Journal of So-
cial History, Fides et His-
toria, Lexington Books, 
and the University of 
Missouri Press.  As a book 
reviewer, Cheek has con-
tributed to Choice (five 
reviews per year), Histo-
ry: Review of New Books, 
and his editorial advi-
sory board assignments 
include Studies in Burke, 
as well as other historical-
ly related journals.  He is 
a member of these profes-
sional historical organi-
zations as well, including 
the Conference on Faith 
and History (1990-pres-
ent); Society for Albanian 
Studies (1983-present); 
and the Society of Early 
Americanists (1998-pres-
ent).

COVER OF TEXTBOOK

DR. CHEEK LECTURING STUDENTS

EGSC announces summer dean’s honor, merit lists
The following students have been named to 

East Georgia State College’s summer semester 
2020 dean’s honor and dean’s merit lists. To be 
named to the dean’s honor list, a student must 
have a semester grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher in 15 or more hours of course work. Stu-
dents named to the dean’s merit list must have 
a semester average of 3.5 or higher in at least 12 
but less than 15 semester hours of course work. 
Dean’s honor list: Monica Parris of Millen. 
Dean’s merit list: Zebulon Ashmore of Lincol-
nton, Asia Bonam of Augusta, Peter Burriss of 
Statesboro, Melissa Cartaya of Swainsboro, Cho-

vine Davis of Davisboro, Regan Derr of States-
boro, Guadalupe Harrison of Rincon, Diamond 
Jones of Waynesboro, Stephanie Lawrence of 
Grovetown, Elizabeth Loftis of Statesboro, Sta-
cy Lucas of Statesboro, Shanice McGuire of Au-
gusta, Noah Montgomery of Glennville, Savan-
nah Montgomery of Glennville, Brooke Neal of 
Statesboro, Katherine Reese of Soperton, Mad-
ison Richardson of Soperton, Jonathan Rogers 
of Waynesboro, Katelyn Satterfield of Claxton, 
Nathaniel Saylors of Cohutta, Arthur Screws of 
Kite, Shannon Strom of Augusta, and Yamikani 
Vokhiwa of Acworth. 
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Brooke Marsh
This week’s Cook of 
the Week is Brooke 
Jones Marsh.  She is 
the wife of her high 
school sweetheart, 
Edmond Marsh, 
since Sept. 2005.  
Together, they re-
side in Swainsboro 
with their two chil-
dren, Stella Kate 
and Grayson Tuck-
er.  Brooke has been 
a registered nurse 
at Emanuel Medical 
Center since 2001, 
where she is now the 
emergency depart-
ment manager.  She 
enjoys spending time 
with her babies and 
loves to cook. Here 
are a few of her fa-
vorite recipes.  Enjoy!

From the kitchen of Brooke

Strawberry-Pretzel Salad

2 packages strawberry Jell-O gelatin
2 c. boiling water
2 boxes frozen sweetened strawberries, thawed

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water.  Stir in strawberries and refrigerate 
until partially set, about 1 hour and 45 minutes.  Heat oven to 350 ℉.  
In medium bowl, mix crust ingredients.  Press crust into ungreased 
9x13 baking dish and bake for 10 minutes.  Let cool. In medium bowl, 
beat filling ingredients with electric mixer on medium speed until 
smooth. Spread over cooled crust. Cover and refrigerate until cool 
and gelatin topping in bowl is partially set. Carefully spoon gelatin 
topping over filling. Refrigerate four to six hours or until firm. To 
serve, cut into four rows by three rows.

Rotel Chicken Dip

2 cans chicken breast
1 block cream cheese
1 can Rotel tomatoes with chilies
1/4 c. sliced jalapenos (optional)
1/2 c. Mexican blend cheese

2 Tbsp. butter
1 small onion, chopped
1 can cream of potato soup
1 can cream of celery soup
1 soup can of milk
1 soup can half & half
1 lb. claw crabmeat
Salt and pepper

In large saucepan, melt butter and sauté onion until translucent, about 
three to four minutes. Add soups, milk, and half & half.  Add crab-
meat and bring to a boil.  Add salt and pepper to taste.  Serve.

Quick Crab Stew

Mix ingredients together and heat on stove top or in crock pot.  (Dou-
ble recipe for larger servings). Serve over Tostitos chips or use as taco 
stuffing.

From the kitchen of Brooke

From the kitchen of Brooke

Dear Savvy Senior,
Are people with high 

blood pressure at increased 
risk of getting coronavi-
rus? 

Hypertensive Helen
Dear Helen,
If you have high blood 

pressure, you definite-
ly need to take extra 
care to protect yourself 
during the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandem-
ic. Research shows that 
people with hyperten-
sion are more suscepti-
ble to getting COVID-19, 
are more likely to devel-
op severe symptoms if 
they do get sick, and are 
more likely to die from 
the infection, especially 
if they’re older. 

High Risk Links
A weaker immune 

system is the key reason 
people with high blood 
pressure and other 
health problems are at 
higher risk for corona-
virus. Long-term health 
conditions and aging 
weaken the immune 
system so it’s less able 
to fight off the virus. 
Nearly two-thirds of 
Americans over 60 have 
high blood pressure.

Another concern that 
has been circulating, 
but was put to rest last 
month, were theories 
that the medications 
that are commonly pre-
scribed to treat high 
blood pressure – ACE 
inhibitors and angio-
tensin receptor blockers 
(ARBs) – could make 
patients more vulner-
able to contracting 
COVID-19, and more 
susceptible to severe ill-
ness if they did become 
infected.

But new research 
published in The New 
England Journal of 
Medicine last month 
found no risk linked to 
these medications.

C O V I D 
Complications

While pneumonia is 
the most common com-
plication of the virus, 
it can also damage the 
cardiovascular system. 
That’s why people with 
high blood pressure, 
heart disease, and heart 
failure are at risk.

High blood pres-
sure damages arteries 
and reduces the flow 
of blood to your heart. 
That means your heart 
has to work harder to 
pump enough blood. 
Over time, this extra 
work can weaken your 
heart to the point where 
it can’t pump as much 
oxygen-rich blood to 
your body.

Coronavirus can also 
damage the heart direct-
ly, which can be espe-
cially risky if your heart 
is already weakened by 
the effects of high blood 
pressure. The virus may 
cause inflammation of 
the heart muscle, which 
makes it harder for the 
heart to pump.

If you also have 
plaque buildup in your 
arteries, the virus may 
make those plaques 
more likely to break 
apart and cause a heart 
attack. Studies have 
shown that people with 
heart disease who get 
a respiratory illness like 
the flu or earlier types of 
coronavirus are at high-
er risk for a heart attack.

What to Do?
While everyone needs 

to take precautions to 
prevent coronavirus, 
people with high blood 
pressure and other 
health conditions need 
to be extra careful.

The best way to avoid 
getting sick is to stay 
home as much as you 
can. If you have to go 
out, wear a mask and 
keep at least 6 feet away 
from other people. And 
every time you come 
home, wash your hands 
with warm water and 
soap for at least 20 sec-
onds. Also, clean and 
disinfect all frequently 
touched surfaces like 
cell phones, countertops 
and doorknobs.

The CDC also recom-
mends that you have 
enough medicine on 
hand to treat high blood 
pressure and other 
health conditions. And 
stock up on over-the-
counter medicines to 
treat a fever and other 
symptoms if you get 
sick.

While a coronavirus 
vaccine isn’t available 
yet, you should stay up 
to date on your other 
important vaccines. 
The pneumococcal vac-
cines – Prevnar 13 and 
Pneumovax 23 – will 
prevent you from catch-
ing pneumonia on top of 
coronavirus. Also get a 
flu shot in September or 
early October. Its symp-
toms are easy to confuse 
with coronavirus, which 
could make it harder for 
doctors to diagnose you 
if you do get sick.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, 
OK 73070, or visit 
SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor 
to the NBC Today show 
and author of “The Savvy 
Senior” book.

Savvy Senior: Why high blood 
pressure is even more dangerous 
in the COVID-19 era

 Crust
2 c. pretzels, crushed
3/4 c. butter, melted
3 Tbsp. sugar

Filling
8 oz. cool whip, thawed
8 oz. sour cream
1 c. sugar
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Martin, Shah earn master 4-H’er titles 
through state achievement series

by JAKYN TYSON
Georgia 4-H hosted a 

virtual series to announce 
and honor youth win-
ners in replacement of 
its annual State 4-H Con-
gress, normally a week-
long competition and 
celebration in Atlanta. 
The online series allowed 
Georgia 4-H to announce 
all the winners live, sim-
ilar to the in-person fes-
tivities which have been 
held annually since 1942.

The 78th annual State 
4-H Congress was slat-
ed to be help July 21-24 
at the Crowne Plaza 
Ravinia Hotel. Due to 
COVID-19, State 4-H 
Congress was moved 
into the online series, the 
Georgia 4-H 2020 State 
Achievement Series. The 
five-day series included 
the campaigns and elec-
tion of new state officers 
and announcements of 
winners in Georgia 4-H 
Leadership in Action and 
Project Achievement. 
This year, youth submit-
ted their 10 to 12-minute 
presentations virtually 
and participate in online 
interviews with judges. 
One winner in each of 
the 50 project categories 

is selected as the win-
ner and receives Master 
4-H’er status. 

Seven Emanuel County 
4-H’ers participated in 
various events includ-
ing state level competi-
tion and campaigning 
for the Georgia 4-H State 
Board of Directors. Two 
achieved Master 4-H 
Status by placing first 
in their respective proj-
ect areas. Andy Martin, 
recent SHS graduate 
and son of Ela and Luis 
Machado, placed first 
in the Communications 
project with his speech 
titled “The Art of a 
C o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t ” . 
Arham Shah, also a recent 
graduate of SHS, and son 
of Nimesh and Hema 
Shah, placed first in the 
Textiles, Merchandising, 
and Interiors project 
with a presentation the 
relationship between 
fashion and music. 

Jack Williams, a rising 
10th grade Homeschool 
4-H’er and son of Brad 
and T’Neil Williams, 
placed second in the 
Forest Resources and 
Wood Science Project. 
Jack presented a speech 
on the pros and cons of 

controlled burning.
Rising ECI Senior, 

Grace McBride, is the 
daughter of Jim and 
Amy McBride. She 
placed third in Plant and 
Soil Science and deliv-
ered a demonstration 
on Genetically Modified 
Organisms. Grace was 
also recognized during 
the State Achievement 
Series for her Leadership 
in Action project that 
provides global aware-
ness for youth during 
summer day camps.

Josie Drake, daughter 
of Billy Joe and Donna 
Drake placed third in the 
Public Speaking project. 
The recent SHS gradu-
ate wrote and delivered 
a speech on the Wright 
brothers and their 
dreams of flight.

Savannah Reynolds, a 
rising 11th grader at SHS 
and daughter of Brett 
and Selena Reynolds, 
competed in the History 
project and present-
ed a demonstration on 
Georgia’s economic his-
tory.

Sarah Beth Kersey, a 
rising senior at ECI and 
daughter of Marvin and 
Kacie Kersey and Jodi 

and Jim Jarvis also cam-
paigned for a spot on the 
Georgia 4-H State Board 
of Directors. This elec-
tion is traditionally held 
at State 4-H Council in 
June, the annual state-
wide business meeting 
of Georgia 4-H. This 
year, the election and all 
campaign events were 
held virtually.  

4-H provides fun, 
exciting, and education-
al events year-round 
for all youth in 4th-12th 
grade. For more infor-
mation about Emanuel 
County 4-H and how 
you can get involved, 
contact the Emanuel 
County Extension Office 
at (478) 237-1226.

Annual appreciation golf classic 
event set for October

The 2020 Swainsboro—
Emanuel County 
Chamber of Commerce 
Industry Appreciation 
Golf Classic will be 
held Friday, October 9, 
at Swainsboro Country 
Club. Following lunch, set 
to begin at 11:30 p.m., par-
ticipants will compete in 
a shotgun start, four man 
scramble format. 

Team entry fees are set 
at $250 and will increase 
to $300 if paid after 
September 11. Courtesy 
of the Chamber of 
Commerce and JDA, one 
industry team will play 
for free, and a second 
team of the same industry 
will receive plays at half 
price.

Ticket packages for this 
event are set at $40 per 

player and will include 
two mulligans, one red 
tee, a 50/50 ticket, one Hit 
the Green ticket, and two 
raffle tickets. If purchased 
the day of the event. 
Prices of ticket packages 
will increase to $50 if pur-
chased on the day of the 
event. 

All golfers will receive 
one lunch ticket. Sponsors 
will receive two lunch 
tickets. Sponsoring com-
panies of this event will 
receive display of com-
pany name and logo on 
a sign or banner. Prices 
and sponsorships levels 
opportunities include: 
$100, hold sponsor; 
$150, Hit the Green 
Challenge, Longest Drive 
Challenge, or Closest to 
the Pin Challenge; $200, 

Beverage Cart or Hit the 
Boat Challenge; and $800, 
Lunch Sponsor.

All registration and 
sponsor due date fees 
must be postmarked by 
September 11 and can be 
made via check or cred-
it card. If opting to pay 
via credit card, payment 
information may be sub-
mitted to the Chamber of 
Commerce or by visiting 
goemanuel.org. Check 
payments are to be made 
payable to Swainsboro-
Emanuel Co. Chamber 
of Commerce, 102 South 
Main Street, Swainsboro, 
GA, 30401.

To obtain a registration 
form or additional infor-
mation regarding this 
event, contact the cham-
ber at 478-237-6426.
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Officers with the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) 
reported…

August 17
Officer was dispatched 

to a W. Pine St. address 
in reference to a dispute.

Officer was dispatched 
to a Gumlog Rd. address 
in reference to  a verbal 
dispute.

Officer was dispatched 
to a Turner Dr. address 
in reference to a verbal 
dispute.

Officer responded to a 
call on S. Racetrack St. in 
reference to a neighbor 
complaining about loud 
music.

Officer was dispatched 
to a King Cir. Dr. address 
in reference to disorderly 
conduct.

Officer responded to a 
Braswell Blvd. residence 
in reference to a dispute.

Officer was dispatched 
to a W. Pine St. address 
in reference to a dispute.

Officer responded to 
a Gumlog Rd. address 
in reference to a verbal 
dispute.

Officer was dispatched 
to a Turner Dr. residence 
in reference to a verbal 
dispute.

August 18
Officer transported vic-

tims to Emanuel County 
Jail due to several out-
standing warrants.

Officer responded to a 
Joy Ln. address in refer-
ence to a domestic dis-
pute.

Officer was dispatched 
to a W. Moring St. apart-
ment in reference to a 
verbal dispute.

Officer responded to 
a call on W. Moring St. 
in reference to a dog at 
large.

Officer was dispatched 
to the area of Ben St. 
in reference to a vehicle 
driving erratic.

Officer responded to 
a call on Sheppard Dr. 
in reference to a custody 
dispute.

Officer responded to a 
call on Longview Rd. in  
reference to complainant 
saying her boyfriend 
was threatening to com-
mit suicide.

August 19

Officer was dispatched 
to a W. Church St. 
address in reference to 
harassing text messages.

August 21
Officer responded to 

a Piney Grove address 
in reference to theft by 
taking.

Officer was dispatched 
in reference to com-
plainant stating her dogs 
were out of their cage 
and one was missing.

Officer was dispatched 
to S. Main St. in reference 
to complainant stating 
her wallet was missing.

Officer was handling a 
call at Harvey’s in refer-
ence to some lost money.

Officer was conduct-
ing stationary speed 
enforcement on Kite Rd. 
when a vehicle passed 
him traveling at appx. 
15 MPH over the speed 
limit.  Officer attempt-
ed to pull the vehicle 
over and it began accel-
erate in speed.  After a 
chase with blue lights 
and sirens, the vehicle 
finally came to a stop, 
which was found to be 
his residence.  Offender 
got out of his vehicle and 
placed the keys on top 
of the vehicle.  Offender 
was taken to Emanuel 
County Jail for DUI, 

speeding, and driving 
while license suspend-
ed/revoked, and fleeing.

August 22
Officer detected three 

to four consecutive gun 
shots and was able to find 
shell casings.  Evidence 
found suggested that 
offender discharged a 
forearm from a moving 
vehicle.

August 23
Officer was conduct-

ing a stationary speed 
enforcement on Hwy 56 
N. when he observed 
a vehicle approaching 
over the speed limit.  
Officer observed passen-
ger throw something out 
the window, which was 
found to be a semi auto-
matic handgun.

Officer observed a 
vehicle traveling on S. 
Main St. with an improp-
er tag from a used car 
lot with no validation 
date.  Officer initiated a 
traffic stop to find the 
driver had suspended 
drivers license and a 
warrant.  While conduct-
ing a search of the vehi-
cle, pills, a grinder, and 
syringes were found.  
Two bags of a crystal like 
substance was found on 
a passenger.
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The following persons 
have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Tyson 
Stephens, on warrants 
obtained by one of several 
local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI); Georgia Department 
of Pardons and Parole 
(GAPP); Georgia State 
Patrol (GSP); Emanuel 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(ECSO); Swainsboro Police 
Dept. (SPD); Stillmore 
Police Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian Police 
Dept. (APD); Child Support 
Recovery Unit (CSRU); 
Intensive Probation Service 
(IPS); or Probation Office 
(PROB).

Wayne Braddy 
Sumner, 25, 3435 E. Main 
St, Soperton, entered 
8/17/20; VGCSA use 
of comm facilities drug 
trans/VGCSA manuf 
m a r i j u a n a / V G C S A 

possession of drug 
related object/VGCSA/
vio ga control subst act; 
Walk-In

Laportia Mishon 
Johnson, 35, 516 N. 
Coleman St, entered 
8/17/20; Driving license 
susp/rev/Obstr/ofc/ 
Failure to maintain lane/
Give false name/false 
info/police; released 
8/17/20; GSP

Christopher Nakia 
Jones, 45, 627 Ben St 
or 332 New St, entered 
8/18/20; VGCSA/vio 
ga control susbt act/ 
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/ VGCSA/vio 
ga control subst act/
VGCSA possession 
cocaine/Firearm poss by 
conv felon; SPD

Tiffany Michelle Gillis, 
45, 223 E. Pine St, entered 
8/18/20; Bench warrant/
state court/VGCSA 
possession of drug related 
o b j e c t / P r o b a t i o n /
Superior Court; SPD

Sanantonio Jemale 
Strowbridge, 37, 4581 
Hwy 319, Bartow, entered 
8/18/20; Hold for 

Jefferson County; JCSO
Lawrence Hill, Jr, 

26, 1052 Brannen Dr, 
Louisville, entered 
8/18/20; Hold for 
Jefferson County; JCSO

Scott Gilmore, 34, 
508 E. 5th St, Louisville, 
entered 8/18/20; Hold 
for Jefferson County/
JCeSO

Colby Henry Johnson, 
37, 135 Saddlebrook Trail, 
Graniteville, SC, entered 
8/18/20; Hold for 
Jefferson County/JCSO

Cedric Ingrram, 39, 
1703 W. 29th, Jacksonville, 
FL, entered 8/18/20; 
Hold for Jefferson 
County/JCSO

Victoria Alexandra 
Bedgood, 32, 39 Arthur 
Hutcheson Dr, Adrian, 
entered 8/19/20; 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middle Ga 
Probation/ Probation/
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation/ Probation/
Swainsboro PD/ Middle 
Ga Probation/VGCSA 
possession marijuana/
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object/

VGCSA drugs schedule 
I&II drugs/VGCSA drugs 
schedule I&II drugs/
Poss of firearm during 
commission of felony/
VGCSA drugs schedule 
I&II drugs; ECSO

Johnathan Shane Futch, 
Sr, 40, 35 Williams Rd, 
Kite, entered 8/19/20; 
P r o b a t i o n / S u p e r i o r 
Court/ Probation/ 
Superior Court; SPD

Jerrial Jermaine 
Deloach, 42, 87 Fowler 
Rd, Twin City, entered 
8/20/20; Disorderly 
conduct /Probation/ 
Swainsboro PD/Middle 
Ga Probation; release 
8/20/20; ECSO

Paul Gilmore, Jr, 42, 
501 Dawson St, entered 
8/20/20; Hold for 
Swainsboro PD; released 
8/20/20; SPD

Samantha Kasey 
Reese, 30, 217 Jefferson 
St, entered 8/20/20; 
P r o b a t i o n / S u p e r i o r 
C o u r t / P r o b a t i o n /
Superior Court/VGCSA/
vio ga control subst act/
VGCSA possession of 
drug related object; SPD

Artis Ford, 64, 170 
Lindsey Rd, entered 
8/20/20; Aggr assault; 
ECSO

Louis A Estrada, 30, 
entered 8/20/20; Hold 
for Toombs County; 
TCSO

Charles Rountree, 56, 
241 Brown St, entered 
8/22/20; Fleeing/
attempt to elude ofc/
DUI/alch/Speeding 15-
29 MPH over/Driving 
lic susp/rev; released 
8/22/20; SPD

Emigdio Lopez, 29, 176 
Long Bay Dr, Twin City, 
entered 8/23/20; Driving 
while unlicensed/
expired/Fail to maintain 
lane; ECSO

Rakeem Terezze 
Rogers, 30, 503 Sloth St, 
Vidalia, entered 8/23/20; 
Firearm poss by conv 
felon; released 8/24/20; 
SPD

Sarah Beth Hackle, 
27, 531 Hill Salter Rd, 
Kite, entered 8/323/20; 
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/VGCSA 
possession of drug 
related object; released 

8/24/20; SPD
Samantha Lee Gatlin, 

29, 7950 Pinetucky 
Rd, entered 8/23/20; ; 
VGCSA/vio ga control 
subst act/VGCSA 
possession of drug 
related object; released 
8/24/20; SPD

Robert Dustin Morris, 
37, 7946 Pinetucky Rd, 
entered 8/23/20; VGCSA 
/vio ga control susbt act/
Hold for Out of County 
Bi l l ing/Unregistered 
vehicle/VGCSA/vio ga 
control subst act/Driving 
while unlicensed/ 
expired; released 
8/25/20; SPD

Kade Jameson Shiver, 
29, 531 Hill Salter, Kite, 
entered 8/23/20; Bond 
revocation/VGCSA/vio 
ga subst act/Hold for 
Out of County Billing/
Give false name/false 
info/police; SPD

Grady Donald Hadden, 
46, 615 Railroad Ave, 
Twin City, entered 
8/23/20; Probation/
Superior court; ECSO/ 
Walk-In

Sheriff’s Reports
According to the 

Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office…

August 14
Officer met with 

complainant who stat-
ed offender is posting 
on social media that he 
raped her, but states 
these are false allega-
tions.

Complainant contact-
ed the Sheriff’s Office 
to report the theft of 
his jon boat and motor.  
He stated that he made 
an agreement with the 
offender to sell the boat 
for $1400, but agreed 
to take $1100 with the 
understanding that the 
offender would pay the 
other $300 by the end of 
the week.  Complainant 
has tried to contact 
offender but has been 
blocked.  Complainant 
stated he wanted to file 
a civil suit.

August 16
Complainant stat-

ed she caught offend-
er, with who she lived 
with, with another 
woman and confront-
ed him.  Complainant 
demanded offender 
give her house key back 
and he refused, at which 
time he became irate 
and shoved her to the 
ground.

Victim stated she 
went to a Herrington 
St. address to pick her 
son up from his father’s 
residence but offender 
did not want to let the 
child leave.  An argu-
ment became physical 
and offender hit com-
plainant with a closed 
fist and threw an object, 
striking her in the face, 
bent her arm and threat-
ened to break it, and also 
broke her cell phone.  
Victim also stated all 
this happened while she 
was holding her child.

August 17
Deputies assisted GSP 

with a two car crash on 
Lambs Bridge Rd.

Complainant stat-
ed that his daughter’s 
mother went over to his 
Friendship Church Rd. 
residence with her new 
boyfriend.  Offender got 
out of the vehicle mak-

ing threats and tried to 
fight him.

August 18
Complainant stated 

she hydroplaned on 
Hwy 192 causing her 
to lose control and slide 
off into the ditch caus-
ing slight damage to her 
vehicle.

Officer responded to a 
Hwy 56 North residence 
in reference to a 911 call.

Officer took a report 
regarding a threat and 
a damaged vehicle.  
Complainant stated she 
went outside and dis-
covered a written threat 
located on her porch.  
Her porch was also van-
dalized.  Complainant 
also stated her car had 
been keyed.

Officer met with com-
plainant that stated he 
paid offender $3240 for 
house repairs about 4 
months ago and they 
haven’t been done.

Officer received a call 
stating he ran into a 
down tree limb on Buck 
Corbin Rd causing dam-
age to his vehicle.

August 19
Offender was arrested 

for a bench warrant and 
a search warrant was 
executed on the resi-
dence.  Located inside 
was suspected meth-
amphetamine, digital 
scales, different types 
of prescription medica-
tions, a handgun, and 
suspected marijuana.

Officer spoke with 
complainant who 
stated her uncle has 
been harassing her.  
Complainant stated she 
filed a TPO on offender 
that was served on Aug. 
18.  She was advised 
to get a contempt order 
signed by the Judge.

August 20
Officer was dis-

patched to a Sunset Dr. 
residence in reference to 
theft by taking.

Officers responded to 
a Johnson Powell Rd. 
address in response to a 
broken window.  Upon 
arrival, deputies noticed 
the lock was pried open 
and there was forced 
entry.  

Complainant stated 

offender contacted her 
mother while a TPO is 
in place.

Deputies were dis-
patched to a Lindsey 
Rd. residence in refer-
ence to a stabbing.

Officer spoke with 
complainant the stat-
ed an unknown person 
scraped and left marks 
on her vehicle while 
parked in her yard.

Officer responded to 
a Lawrence Sherrod Rd. 
address in reference to a 
vehicle fire.  

Deputies responded 
to a Fowler Rd. address 
in reference to an 
unwanted person who 
was extremely irate and 
refused to leave, and 
forced his way into the 
residence.

August 21
Officer responded to 

a call about a tree in the 
roadway blocking one 
lane on Canoochee Rd.

Complainant stated he 
and offender got into an 
argument about limbs 
and wood chips being 
on offender’s property 
line.

Complainant stated 
she hit an animal on 
Forrest Dr.

Deputy responded 
to a Waller Wood Cir. 
address in reference to a 
shed that had been bro-
ken into.  Complainant 
stated she got home and 
discovered that the door 
had been pried.

August 22
Complainant stated a 

deer struck his vehicle 
while traveling down 
Hwy 192 causing mod-
erate damage to his 
vehicle.

August 23
Officers responded to 

Hwy 57 in reference to 
a vehicle being in the 
ditch.  

Officer responded to 
I16 in reference to an 
abandoned vehicle pos-
ing a hazard on the 
roadway.  

August 24
Complainant stated 

all residents dogs have 
been disappearing.  He 
also stated someone 
broke into his dog pen 
and took his dog.

Swainsboro Police Reports

Jail Report



When people ques-
tioned 59-year-old 
Clorus why she didn’t 
have children, or why 
she hadn’t settled 
down with the mane 
of her dreams, she had 
the perfect answer: 
“I’m saving myself 
for marriage.” No 
one dared to confront 
her on that issue, but 
some folks chuckled 
to themselves as they 
realized her biological 
clock was ticking down 
to its last cycle. “Was 
she remotely aware of 
this?”, they thought to 
themselves. 

Everyone had a good 
idea why she hadn’t 
married. She was in 
love with Billy Ray, the 
64-year-old bachelor 
who lived down the 
road from her.

It was no secret that 
he had money and 
loads of it! He received 
a large settlement from 
a railroad injury, and 
his mother had left him 
the family’s estate. He 
was a good catch for 
a woman who needed 
financial support.

Clorus had dated 
Billy Ray when she was 
in her 20s and 30s, and 
they seemed to hit it 
off right away. But he 
had never offered her 
a hamburger, coke, or 
hot dog on their dates 
through the years. They 
had agreed that each 
one of them would pay 
for their own meals. 
They would go Dutch. 

When Valentine’s 
Day rolled around or 
her birthday, he never 
gave her a present or 

a gift as a token of 
his love or devotion. 
Love and marriage are 
all about giving and 
sharing, and she felt 
Billy Ray would never 
change his selfish ways.

C i r c u m s t a n c e s 
changed for Clorus 
when she turned 54. A 
new man showed up 
at the Holiness church 
where she was a mem-
ber. He was the perfect 
specimen of male per-
fection. There was not 
a hair out of place, and 
his suit was not off the 
rack while his shoes 
were spit—shined. To 
say he was giving off 
the air of a southern 
gentleman would be an 
understatement. 

Clorus was smitten 
by his good looks and 
could feel her heartbeat 

racing. A first impres-
sion like this had never 
happened before.

Billy Ray sat in the 
back pew and sensed 
Clorus was interested 
in this tall, dark strang-
er. Billy Ray seethed 
with bitter jealousy. No 
one had ever been com-
petition for him when 
it came to his Clorus; 
she was his woman.

The stranger intro-
duced himself as the 
new headmaster from 
Zachary, LA. He would 
begin the school year 
in the fall. He was 
60 years old and had 
never been married. 

Clorus pushed her-
self through the crowd 
and introduced her-
self. She told him if 
he longed for a good 
home—cooked meal, 

there was always an 
extra seat at her table. 
“And my homemade 
chicken and dumplings 
are the best!”, she stat-
ed.

The stranger smiled 
directly at her, and his 
face lit up. “Just maybe, 
I’ll take you up on that 
kind invitation,” he 
replied. And that he 
did.

Over the next few 
months, he treated 
her like a queen. They 
often went to the Dairy 
Queen or Wendy’s, and 
he always picked up 
the tab. 

The stranger never 
had much money like 
Billy Ray had, but it 
didn’t seem to matter; 
when there is love, it is 
always enough.

A little after her 60th 
birthday, Clorus and 
the tall, dark strang-
er were married in 
the Holiness church. 
The crowd spilled out 
into the courtyard. 
Someone said that 
Billy Ray drove slow-
ly by the church, and 
later said, “I have all 
the money I’ll ever 
need, but I don’t have 
Clorus.”

You longtime loyal-
ists (and you know who 
you are) will remember 
the exploits of Sheila 
the Family Wonderdog 
in this space. You will 
also recall that Shelia 
went to Doggie Heaven 
a few years back where 
she now enjoys swap-
ping yarns with her pals 

Lassie, Rin Tin Tin and 
Old Yeller and chasing 
squirrels into eternity.

Sheila was, in fact, my 
grand dog which meant 
I petted her and provid-
ed her with dog biscuits 
but left trips to the vet 
and poop-scooping to 
her rightful owners, my 
son’s family.

I still miss Sheila but I 
am happy to announce 
that there is a new grand 
dog in my life these days. 
His name is Murphy. 
Actually, his full name 
is Murphy Gooddog. 
Like Sheila the Family 
Wonderdog before him, 
Murphy Gooddog is 
of uncertain parentage 

which means he is not 
likely to get a shot at 
the Westminster Kennel 
Club Dog Show. I don’t 
think they have a cat-
egory called “Plain Ol’ 
Dogs.”

You may be wondering 
how Murphy Gooddog 
got his name. As I 
watched my daughter 
training him on the do’s 
and don’t’s of accept-
able canine etiquette, 
she would say “Murphy 
Gooddog” whenever he 
succeeded, which was 
quite often. A strange 
name, I will admit but 
it beats Scooby-Doo or 
Toto.

When the pandemic 
hit, Murphy Gooddog 
was in the process of 
becoming a certified 
therapy dog. That is quite 
an accomplishment for a 
plain ol’ dog. Therapy 
dogs live at home with 
their owner but after rig-
orous, in-depth training 
they then are able to go 
into places like retire-
ment or nursing homes, 
schools, hospitals, men-
tal institutions and hos-
pices and do what dogs 
do best — give comfort 
and love to people who 
need it.

I have been around 
Murphy Gooddog 
enough to know first-
hand that he will be an 
excellent therapy dog 
if and when training 
resumes. He has been 
practicing his skills on 
me. No matter how 
blue my funk when he 
arrives, seeing his happy 
face improves my atti-
tude instantly.

The late Jasper Dorsey, 
who was vice president 
of Southern Bell’s oper-
ations in Georgia, was 
both my boss and my 

mentor. He taught me 
a lot about the business 
world but he taught 
me even more about 
life. One of his obser-
vations was that to get 
along with people effec-
tively, it was not neces-
sary to read books like 
Dale Carnegie’s self-
help book, “How to Win 
Friends and Influence 
People” as good as it 
may be. Just act like a 
dog.

Unlike people, dogs 
don’t judge us based on 
the color of our skin, 
our financial status, 
our social standing, our 
sexual orientation, our 
political affiliation, our 
religious beliefs (or lack 
thereof), our education, 
whether our ancestors 
fought on one side or the 
other in the Civil War 
or anything else. They 
accept us for who we are.

If we screw up and 
embarrass ourselves or 
others or totally fail at 
whatever we do, that’s 
okay with them. They 
don’t hold it against us 
and continually harp 
on our human frailties. 
They love us in spite of 
ourselves.

The best thing about 
a dog, Mr. Dorsey used 
to say, is that they are 
loyal to a fault, wheth-
er we deserve it or not. 
Dogs are not fair-weath-
er friends. They are with 
us in the good times and 
the not-so-good.

Before you feel the 
need to remind me: Yes, 
there are a few dogs that 

give their fellow Canis 
lupus familiaris a bad 
rap. They bite people or 
bark too much or chase 
cars. It’s not their fault. 
That is because, like brat-
ty children, they were 
raised that way by us 
humans.

Speaking of humans, I 
hear people saying that 
with all the violence and 
protests and statue-raz-
ing and social media 
ranting occurring these 
days that we going to 
the dogs, suggesting our 
society is headed down-
hill. One theory for that 
idiom is that in earlier 
times rotten food not fit 
for human consumption 
was thrown to the dogs.

Maybe it is time we 
redefine that phrase and 
say that it would be ben-
eficial if this country real-
ly was going to the dogs. 
Let’s face it. We humans 
haven’t been doing such 
a hot job these days. 
Maybe we need to act 
more like dogs.

In the meantime, 
while Murphy Gooddog 
awaits clearance to get 
back to training as a 
certified therapy dog, I 
will let him continue to 
practice on making me a 
kinder and gentler per-
son. He has a lot he can 
teach me.

You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@dick-
yarbrough.com; at P.O. 
Box 725373, Atlanta GA 
31139; or on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
dickyarb.
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The tall, dark stranger
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Murphy Gooddog and friends have a lot they can teach us
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by RON WEATHER-
FORD

After losing 4-0 to Vida-
lia on August 17, the Lady 
Dawg softball team reeled 
off three straight wins still 
playing bigger schools 
preparing for region play.  

The Dawgs played their 
first region game yester-
day, August 25 against 
Jenkins Co.

Thursday August 20 the 
team traveled to Waynes-
boro to take on Burke Co.  
The Dawgs defeated the 
Bears 10-2.

ECI jumped on the 
Bears for 6 runs in the top 
of the third and added 3 
more in the fourth to take 
a 9-0 lead. Burke scored 
their only 2 runs of the 
game in the bottom of the 
fifth.  The Dawgs put their 
last run on the board in 
the sixth to make the final 
score 10-2.

Charla Clifton toed the 
rubber allowing 6 hits 
while striking out 8 bears 
to go the distance for the 
Bulldogs.

Shayla Stephenson and 
Mattie Grimm led ECI 
at the plate getting 2 hits 
each with 6 other Bulldogs 
getting a hit.

The Bulldogs spent last 
Friday in Cordele playing 
in the Crisp Co. Tourna-
ment

They left the watermel-
on capital taking both 
games they played with a 
6-1 win against Cook Co. 
and a 5-0 defeat of Tift Co.

Like the Burke game, 
the Lady dawgs jumped 
on Cook scoring 6 runs 
through 5 innings.  The 
Hornets’ only run came in 
the fifth inning.

Clifton once again took 
the win for the Bulldogs 
allowing just 3 hits while 
striking out 5 batters.

Semya Williams and 
Taylor Radford end-
ed the game with 2 hits 
each to lead the Dawgs at 
the plate. Macy Canady 
picked up the other hit for 
the Bulldogs.

The Lady Dawgs 
blanked the 7A Tift Co. 
school 5-0 to take their 
second win of the tourna-
ment.

Jelsey Snellgrove and 
Charla Clifton led the of-
fense with 2 hits.  Five oth-
er Bulldogs collected one 
hit each.

Sullee Bodiford and 

Charla Clifton pitched for 
the Bulldogs allowing just 
2 hits to the Hornets.

Another busy week 
on tap for the Bulldogs. 
Along with the Jenkins 

Co. game Monday, they 
will host McIntosh Co. on 
Thursday and play in the 
Hog Mountain Tourna-
ment in Watkinville Fri-
day and Saturday.
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Gibson speaks to Kiwanis
The Swainsboro Kiwanis 

Club held its weekly meet-
ing, Tuesday night, Au-
gust 18, at The New China 
Restaurant at 7 p.m. With 
President Petite Garrett 
presiding, there were 23 
members in attendance 
with eight of those “zoom-
ing” into the meeting from 
their homes.   There were 
also two additional guests 
in attendance, Beth Gibson 
and Christy Canady.  

President Garrett pre-
sented new member Tra-
cy Mason with her official 
name tag.  The drawing for 
the weekly cake was won 
by Mary Ellen Smith and 
the drawing for the weekly 
Domino’s pizza, donated by 
Domino’s Pizza, was won by 
Cindy Ware.   Also, the Fall 
Hanging Flag from Cluck-
ing Chicken was won by 
Bobby Seamans.  

The program for the eve-
ning was hosted by Deana 
Patrick and Deana intro-
duced Beth Gibson, direc-
tor of Emanuel County Se-
nior Center.   The senior 
center offers help to seniors 
60—years—old and older in 

the community.  The center 
offers the Meals-on-Wheels 
program, either at the cen-
ter or delivered to home-
bound seniors.  

Activities at the center 
include exercise programs, 
arts and crafts, and presen-
tations on home improve-
ment and maintenance.  The 
center also offers help with 
certain legal services and 
Medicare benefits through 
Georgia Legal Services and 
Georgia Cares.   Emanuel 
County Senior Center is 
offering phone conference 

calling for senior contact 
with friends and family, and 
are starting a book club for 
seniors.  

To become a member 
of the Swainsboro Kiwan-
is Club, contact member-
ship chair Jane Durden at 
478-494-4113 or e-mail 
her at hsdurden@bellsouth.
net.   Also, to obtain more 
information about the club 
and the many community 
service projects performed 
each year, visit the Swains-
boro Kiwanis Club Face-
book page.

PATRICK AND GIBSON

Lady Dawgs on three-game 
winning streak

Fire destroyed a portion of an 
Old Savannah Road home

by Bill Cahill, SFD 
PIO

Shortly after 5 p.m. 
on Monday, August 
24, Emanuel County 
911 received a report 
of smoke in the house 
at 1856 Old Savannah 
Road. County firefight-
ers from Canoochee, 
Garfield, Summertown, 
Swainsboro, and Twin 
City responded. 

First arriving fire-
fighters reported heavy 
smoke and fire showing 
from the rear of a 1300 
sq. ft brick and wood 
section of a T-shaped 
structure. A 250 sq. ft 
enclosed breezeway 
connected this section 
to a wood frame 900 sq. 
ft building. Firefight-
ers used multiple hand 
lines to attack the flames 
while other firefighters 
worked from ladders 
on the breezeway roof 
to cut off the fire spread 
to the remaining house. 
Shortly after 7 p.m., the 
fire was reported under 
control. Due to no wa-
ter in the area, a tanker 
shuttle was set up to 
supply the firefighting 
effort. 

Around 9:45 p.m., 
firefighters were called 
back for fire in the same 
part of the structure. 
This time, heavy fire 

was burning through 
the roof and debris from 
the first fire. Mutual aid 
was requested for a 
tanker from South Jen-
kins County Fire Station 
6 located on Old Savan-
nah Road in Jenkins 
County. This fire was 
finally brought under 

control around 1 a.m. 
Emanuel EMS and 

Sheriff’s deputies were 
present at both calls. 
The American Red 
Cross was notified to 
provide for the family 
of two displaced by the 
fire. The cause is cur-
rently undetermined.

FIREFIGHTERS RESPOND TO BURNING STRUCTURE
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AUSTIN (CENTER) WITH BOARD MEMBER PHYLLIS STROBRIDGE,
 DEACON LEON RICKS, PASTOR HARVEY RACKINS, REVEREND McKINNEY, 

AND MAYOR SCHWABE

Austin graduates A&O Mens’ 
Aftercare, Inc.

Reverend Keith 
McKinney, founder of 
A&O Mens’ Aftercare, Inc., 
is pleased to announce 
the recent 6-month com-
pletion and graduation of 
center resident, Arshane 
Austin.

According to Reverend 
McKinney, not only has 
Austin completed the six-
month program during his 
residency at the local cen-
ter, but he has also been 
saved through Christ, 
obtained a car, and secured 
a job at Train, where he is 
still a current employee.

In doing such, Austin 
has transitioned his home 
from the Lee Street set-
ting to with plans to reside 
with his aunt.

“We are so thankful for all 
the support and donations 
received by Bill Rogers, 
Denny Key, Mill Creek 

Foundation, Jendyk, Doug 
Brown of Advanced Metal, 
Mayor Charles Schwabe, 
Judge Bobby Reeves, 
Pastor Harvey Jennifer 
Rackins, Youngblood Gas 
Company, Central Fence, 
Custon Furniture, Georgia 
Power, Altamaha Electric, 
Chapman Funeral Home, 
Romnie Sweat, Durden 
Banking Co. Inc., Citizens 
Bank Sid Sheppard, 
and others throughout 
Emanuel County and sur-
rounding areas. Because 
of such support, lives are 
being changed within our 
community,” Reverend 
McKinney stated.

A&O Men’s Aftercare, 
Inc. is a non—profit orga-
nization that focuses on 
assisting working-aged 
men find their way back 
into the working envi-
ronment. A&O Men’s 

Aftercare, Inc., offers hous-
ing, jobs, and job transpor-
tation to its residents as 
they complete their course 
prior to graduating and 
continuing on to a health-
ier, more productive life. 

Monetary and supply 
donations such as toilet-
ries and cleaning supplies 
are greatly appreciated 
and accepted by center 
staff. 

Due to COVID related 
restrictions, A&O Men’s 
Aftercare Inc. can only 
house two residents, and all 
residents must be cleared 
by the Emanuel County 
Health Department before 
approval for residency can 
be given. 

For additional infor-
mation on A&O Men’s 
Aftercare, Inc., contact 
Reverend McKinney at 
706-829-4016.
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale • Yard and estate 

sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals • Help wanted • Services offered

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

HOLSONBACK RENT-
ALS LLC :  Homes - Apart-
ments - Storage Units.  342 
W Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — The 
Emanuel County Animal 
Shelter has chocolate lab 
mix males, female Aus-
tralian cattle dog mixes, 
male pointer, several bull-
dogs, and a lot of shepherd 
mixes (male and female).
   We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always 
in need of donations of 
canned and bagged dog 
food. We appreciate any 
and every donation.
   If you are missing a 
dog or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
   Visit us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/Emanu-
elCountyShelter or visit our 
visitor website, www.petstab-
lished.com/organization/1760/, 
to view our adoptable dogs.
   Adoption fee is $35. This 
goes to pay for part of the 
spaying/neutering cost. The 
other $30 must be paid to 
the vet, by the owner after 
it has been spayed or neu-
tered. Please call the shel-
ter for details. Come visit 
our adoptable dogs at 343 
Market St. in Swainsboro.
     We are open Mon-
day through Friday, 
8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

RENT TO OWN:  
2BDR/1B Just REMOD-
ELED Mobile Home on 1 
Acre Outside City Limits 
of Swainsboro.  $2,500 - 
$5,000 down, $550 + $100 
Per Month Towards Pur-
chase.  Call 478.227.7295.

ESTATE TAG SALE MISC NOTICES
   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to dis-
criminate, on any illegal basis, 
nor do we knowingly accept 
employment advertisements 
that are not bona-fide job of-
fers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. We do not accept 
advertising that is in violation 
of the law. The law prohibits 
discrimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY OF A 
DOCUMENT, LETTER, ETC., 
TO SOME PLACE IN A HUR-
RY? The Forest-Blade can do 
the job for you in minutes with 
its fax machine. We can also re-
ceive copies of documents. For 
more information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

RENT TO OWN 

HOUSE FOR SALE OR RENT:  
2-story brick house locat-
ed in a nice subdivision 
outside of the city limits.  3 
bedrooms downstairs with 
master bedroom and mas-
ter bathroom with walk-in 
shower and jacuzzi tub.  2 
bedrooms upstairs with large 
tub and shower.  New floor-
ing and carpet, and fresh-
ly painted walls.  Central 
H&A.  Approximately 10 
acres with a pond and small 
utility building, all inside a 
chain link fence with gate.  
References required!  Call 
478.494.3123 for more info.

HOUSE FOR SALE 
OR RENT

ESTATE TAG SALE:  Fri & 
Sat, Aug. 28 & 29 from 9am 
- 5pm and Sun, Aug. 30 
from 9am UNTIL, at 15434 
Ollifftown Rd in Met-
ter, GA.  Total contents of 
home and a large storage 
barn for sale.  Packed with 
furniture, all household 
items, washer & dryer, ta-
ble saws, router, chop saw, 
small trailer, tiller, weld-
er, carpentry tools, porch 
furniture.  This house and 
building are loaded with 
so much to sale!  Call Ann 
at 706.872.6183 or Edna 
at 478.494.7041.  Visit 
www.estatesales-ga-pas-
times.com for pictures.

YARD SALE

HUGE YARD SALE:  
Sat, Aug. 29 from 8am 
- 3pm at 55 Hatcher St 
in Kite, GA.  Furniture, 
antiques, comforter 
sets, paintings, jew-
elry, clothing, shoes, 
boots, dishes, tools.

Committed to Caring

856 Hwy 1 South, Swainsboro, GA 30401
(478) 237-7022 • Fax: (478) 237-7644

www.pruitthealth.com

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Charge Nurses:  All ShiftsCharge Nurses:  All Shifts

with sign-on bonuswith sign-on bonus
CNA’s:  3p - 11p CNA’s:  3p - 11p 

with sign-on bonuswith sign-on bonus
Full Time HousekeeperFull Time Housekeeper

Certifi ed Dietary ManagerCertifi ed Dietary Manager

Call Melva at 478-
237-9971 to help sell 

your unwanted items!

HOUSES FOR RENT

4BDR/2B.  $650 dep/$650 mth.
4BDR/1B located in Mid-
ville.  $625 dep/$625 mth.
4BDR/2B on Lake 
Luck.  $950/mth.
4BDR/2B located on 
Lake Collins in Por-
tal.  $750 dep/$750 mth.
HELP WANTED:  Sheetrock, 
trim, & plumber workers.  
Call 478.299-8722 
for all the above.
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Legals
|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
I.H., SEX M, DOB 06/02/2005,          
CASE#
 A. L., SEX F, DOB: 04/04/2007,
 Children Under 18 Years of Age 
 NOTICE OF SUMMONS
 TO:  Lashim Lopez, James Hullett, 
Eric Lopez, and Any Unknown bi-
ological, legal, putative father of 
the above named children born to 
Lashim Lopez at Emanuel Medical 
Center in Swainsboro, Georgia 
and the Burke Medical Center in 
Waynesboro, Georgia
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been brought 
by the Emanuel County Department 
of Family and Children Services, 
and the Georgia Department of Hu-
man Services, seeking to terminate 
your parental rights with regard to 
the above referenced child; that said 
action has been filed in the Juvenile 
Court of Emanuel County, Georgia; 
and that by reason of an Order for 
Service of Summons by Publication 
dated _July 22, 2020, you are hereby 
notified that you may obtain a copy 
of the petition from the Clerk of the 
Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court  and serve upon Marnique 
Oliver, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 
S. Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, 
Georgia, 30401, an answer to the 
petition at any time prior to the Final 
Hearing. 
You are hereby commanded and re-
quired to appear before this court on 
the __8th _ day of October_, 2020 
at the EMANUEL County Court-
house in Swainsboro, Georgia 
at 10:00 a.m., for a FINAL HEAR-
ING and show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. You 
are hereby commanded and required 
to appear before this Court at said 
final hearing or the findings of the 
Court will be made the permanent 
order of this Court in the above case. 
You must attend the final hearing in 
order to preserve your rights. At the 
final hearing you will be given an op-
portunity to show cause, if any you 
have, why the relief requested in the 
petition should not be granted. Prior 
to the Final Hearing a Provisional 
Hearing on the petition will be held 
before the Court on _September  
24th__, 2020_at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Juvenile Courtroom at the EMAN-
UEL County Courthouse, Swains-
boro, Georgia. 
The parties notified hereby are en-
titled to legal counsel in the pro-
ceedings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel. 
You are further notified that if you are 
the father of the child(ren) you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 
of your rights to the child unless, with-
in thirty days of receipt of this notice, 
you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pur-
suant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court.
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the Final 
Hearing unless the party served by 
publication appears at the Final Hear-
ing.  If the party served by publication 
fails to appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact and 
Interlocutory Orders made will be-
come final without further evidence 
and will be governed by the Juvenile 
Court Code as if made at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by pub-
lication appears at the Final Hearing, 
the Interlocutory findings and Orders 
shall be vacated and disregarded, 
and the hearing shall proceed upon 
the allegations of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are en-
titled to legal counsel in the pro-
ceedings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be ob-
tained at no charge from the Office of 
the Clerk of Court between the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri Mc-

Donald, Judge of said Juvenile Court.
This________day of 
___________________, 2020.
____________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile 
Court
 
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
In Re: Gloria Dixon              Civil Action 
File No.  2OCV191
NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME
Georgia, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that Gloria 
Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon the under-
signed, filed his petition to the Supe-
rior Court of Emanuel County, Geor-
gia on the 6th day of August, 2020, 
praying for a change in the name 
of petitioner from Gloria Phyllis Ann 
Franklin Dixon to Phyllis Ann Frank-
lin Dixon. Notice is hereby given 
pursuant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said court 
and to file objections to such name 
change. Objections must be filed with 
said Court within 30 days of the filing 
of said petition.
This 6 day of August, 2020.
_______________________ 
Petitioner
 
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF GEORGE 
FRANK KIRKLAND, SR., DE-
SEASED.
All creditors of the estate of Geor-
gia Frank Kirkland, Sr., deceased, 
late of Emanuel County, are hereby 
notified to render their demands to 
Richard M. McNeely, attorney for 
Dennis Earl Kirkland, Executor of the 
George Frank Kirkland, Sr. Estate, 
at P.O. Box 767, Swainsboro, Geor-
gia 30401, according to law, and all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment 
of any indebtedness due the estate.
This 11th day of August, 2020.
RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for
Dennis Earl Kirkland
Executor of the
George Frank Kirkland, Sr. Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P.O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225
 
|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRED-
ITORS GEORGIA, EMANUEL 
COUNTY
 All persons having claims against the 
estate of M. L. Reid, a/k/a Maynard 
Lloyd Reid, Jr., are hereby notified 
to render demand upon the under-
signed as provided by law and all 
persons indebted to M. L. Reid, a/k/a 
Maynard Lloyd Reid, Jr., are hereby 
required to make immediate payment 
to the personal representative listed 
below.
This 12th of August, 2020.
Synovus Trust Company, N.A., Exec-
utor under the Will of M.L. Reid, a/k/a 
Maynard Lloyd Reid, Jr., deceased
c/o Synovus Trust Company, N. A.,
P O Box 23024
Columbus, GA 31902-3024
Wayne Hadden, Attorney
Page, Scrantom, Sprouse, Tucker & 
Ford, P.C.
1111 Bay Avenue, Suite 300
Columbus, Georgia 31901
(706) 243-5611
 
|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
BEN HENRY EASON
Plaintiff,                           
Civil Action No. 20-CV-206
v.
SANDRA KAY EASON
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SUMMOMS-SERVICE 
BY PUBLICATION
TO: SANDRA KAY EASON, Defen-
dant Named Above:
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action seeking BEN 
HENRY EASON[state the relief 
sought] was filed against you in said 
court on August 13, 2020, and that 
by reason of an order for service of 
summons by publication entered by 
the court on August 13, 2020 you are 
hereby commanded and required to 
file with the clerk of said court and 
serve upon Ben Eason, plaintiff, 

whose address is 216 Lewis St. Apt-A 
Swainsboro, Ga 30401 an answer to 
the complaint within sixty (60) days of 
the date of the order for service by 
publication. If you fail to do so, judg-
ment by default will be taken against 
you for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.
Witness the Honorable Robert S. 
Reeves, Judge of said Court.
This the 13th day of August, 2020.
___________________________
Clerk of Superior Court.
Emanuel, County
 
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN RE:  ESTATE OF                                              
MINNIE PEARL RICKS BRINSON,                                 
 ESTATE NO. 20E0083
DECEASED                                                             
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF AD-
MINISTRATION
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED PAR-
TIES and to whom it may concern:
BOBBY LEE BRINSON JR. has pe-
titioned to be appointed Administra-
tor of the estate of MINNIE PEARL 
RICKS BRINSON deceased, of said 
County.  (The Petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  All interest-
ed parties are hereby notified to show 
cause why said Petition should not 
be granted.  All objections to the Pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth 
the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on 
or before 10:00 A.M. SEPTEMBER 
21, 2020. 
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All ob-
jections to the Petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a nota-
ry public or before a Probate Court 
Clerk, and filing fees must be ten-
dered with your objections, unless 
you qualify to file as an indigent par-
ty.  Contact Probate Court personnel 
for the required amount of filing fees.  
If any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date. If no 
objections are filed, the Petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
DON E. WIKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number
 

|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRED-
ITORS
GEORGIA, EMANUEL COUNTY
All creditors of the estate of Julia 
Oliver McPherson, decedent, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby notified 
to render in their demands to Jerry 
N. Cadle, P.C., P.O. Box 68, Swains-
boro, GA 30401 according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said es-
tate are required to make immediate 
payment.
This 18th day of August, 2020.
Tommie F. Harper, Executrix of the 
Estate of                      
Julia Oliver McPherson, decedent
Jerry N. Cadle, P.C.
P.O. Box 68
Swainsboro, GA 30401
                                                                                                                                                    
|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY OF 
TOOMBS
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CRED-
ITORS
IN RE: The Estate of James Mark 
Strange, deceased.
All debtors or creditors of the Estate 
of James Mark Strange, deceased, 
late of Emanuel County, Georgia, 
are hereby to render their demands 
to the undersigned according to law, 
and all persons indebted to said es-
tate are to make immediate payment 
to me at the address below.
This 19th day of August, 2020.
/ s / D e b o r a h 
Strange ______________
Deborah Strange, Executrix of the
Estate of James Mark Strange, De-
ceased
Paul K. Cook, Esq.
The Cook Law Firm, LLC
P. O. Box 63
Vidalia, Georgia 30475
912-537-8875 Telephone

(5263)

 PAST GEORGIA DISTRICT DIVISION 17 LT. GOVERNOR T. GOODMAN, PAST 
PRESIDENT OF SWAINSBORO KIWANIS CLUB C. GOODMAN, GEORGIA DIS-
TRICT CONVENTION CHAIR LINDSAY BENNETT, GEORGIA KIWANIS VICE 
GOVERNOR GUMZ, AND KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL TRUSTEES BARANKO 

AND DEWEY SMITH

Tim, Cheryl Goodman attend 
Georgia Kiwanis District Council 

of Delegates-at-Large
On August 21-22, the 

Georgia District of Ki-
wanis called a meeting 
of the Council of Dele-
gates-at-Large of the Ki-
wanis Clubs in Georgia.  
This was done to com-
plete the business of Ki-
wanis and elect officers 
for the 2020-2021 Kiwan-
is year.  Tim and Cheryl 
Goodman were chosen 
by the Kiwanis Club of 
Swainsboro to represent 
the Club at the Council 
of Delegates.  Tim is a 
Delegate-at-Large based 
on his being a past Lt. 
Governor in the Georgia 
District.    

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has affected many 
aspects of our lives, in-
cluding Kiwanis activi-
ties. The Georgia District 
Board carefully moni-
tored the evolving con-
ditions, including State 
and Federal restrictions 
and guidelines, and 
carefully considered 
whether to hold this 
year’s annual Georgia 
Kiwanis District Con-
vention, scheduled to 
take place August 21-23, 
2020 in Savannah, Geor-
gia.   Many factors had 
to be considered, but the 
most important fac-
tor was the health and 
well-being of Kiwan-
is members and their 
families, associates, and 
communities.  The Dis-
trict Board decided to 
cancel this year’s con-
vention and instead 
called a meeting of all 
persons having the sta-

tus of Delegate-At-Large 
to complete the business 
of the Kiwanis year.  The 
Delegates-at-Large is 
made up of the current 
Officers, District Board, 
Past Governors, and 
all Past Lt. Governors.  
The meeting of the Del-
egates-At-Large began 
on Friday, August 21, 
and finished on Satur-
day, August 22, with the 
House of Delegates and 
Installation of the 2020-
2021 Officers.

After a Memorial Ser-
vice was held for all 
Georgia Kiwanis mem-
bers who had passed 
away this year, the Gen-
eral Session of the House 
of Delegates opened on 
Saturday morning.  Be-
cause of the pandemic, 
delegates were offered 
a Zoom option to attend 
the Session.  Approxi-
mately 45% of the del-
egates chose the Zoom 
option.  The delegates 
approved the appoint-
ment of three new mem-
bers to the Georgia Dis-
trict Foundation and 
voted to unanimously 
support fellow Georgia 
Kiwanian Katrina Ba-
ranko for Vice President 
of Kiwanis Internation-
al in 2021-2022.  They 
elected George Elkins of 
LaGrange as 2020-2021 
Georgia District of Ki-
wanis Governor, Byron 
Mullican of Brooklet as 
the Governor-Elect, and 
Darryl Gumz of Jeffer-
son as Vice Governor.  

The delegates passed 

11 resolutions thanking 
all 2019-2020 Georgia 
District officers and ad-
ministrators for their 
service.  In addition, 
the 2019-2020 Georgia 
Circle K Board, clubs, 
and members were 
recognized for achiev-
ing a new record of 12 
Distinguished District 
Awards given by Circle 
K International.  2019-
2020 Circle K Governor 
Lucy Zheng and Circle 
K District Administrator 
Brent Leslie were rec-
ognized their outstand-
ing leadership.  Lucy 
expressed thanks to 
Circle K clubs through-
out Georgia, including 
the East Georgia State 
College Circle K, for all 
their hard work this last 
year.  She always en-
joyed helping with the 
EGSC Circle K events.  

The morning closed 
with the installation of 
the new officers and the 
18 new Lt. Governors.  
Banners were trans-
ferred from the outgo-
ing 2019-2020 Board of 
Directors to the incom-
ing 2020-2021 Board of 
Directors.  Dennis Do-
nahue, from the Vida-
lia Kiwanis Club, was 
installed as the 2020-
2021 Division 17 Lt. 
Governor.  He accepted 
the Division 17 banner 
from the 2019-2020 Di-
vision 17 Lt. Governor 
Dan Bennett from the 
Tattnall County Kiwanis 
Club.
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County emergency units kept busy with vehicle crashes and fires
by BILL CAHILL SFD 

PIO
At approximately 3 

p.m. on Monday, Au-
gust 17, firefighters from 
Swainsboro responded 
to a fire at 189 Straw-
berry Circle. Engine 6 
and Engine 200 quickly 
brought the flames in-
side a commercial dump 
trailer under control. The 
contents of the trailer 
were destroyed; howev-
er, the trailer was not se-
riously damaged. 

County EMS and sher-
iff’s deputies were also 
dispatched as the type 
of trailer was not known 
immediately. The fire 
was under control and 
all units cleared in less 
than 35 minutes. 

Three hours later, 
around 6 p.m., EMS and 
sheriff’s deputies re-
sponded to a two-vehicle 
crash on Lambs Bridge 
Road by Fannie Brewer 
Road. A crash involving 
a Dodge Charger and 
Toyota pickup truck re-
sulted in major damage 
but no injuries. A trooper 
from Post 19 of the Geor-
gia State Patrol investi-
gated the crash.

At 3:11 a.m. on Thurs-
day, August 20, fire-
fighters from Canoochee 
and sheriff’s deputies 
responded to a vehicle 
fire on Lawrence Sher-
rod Road. Arriving units 
located the burnt-out 
hulk of a vehicle that had 

been burning for some 
time. The intensity of 
the fire had melted one 
of the wheels consider-
ing aluminum liquifies 
at 1,221 degrees Fahren-
heit. There was no owner 
or operator present at the 
scene. Deputies investi-
gated the fire.

Shortly before 8 a.m., 
on Friday August 21, a 
rollover crash occurred 
in Oak Park at the inter-
section of US 1 and Pend-
leton Springs Road. One 
person was transport-
ed to Emanuel County 
Medical Center by EMS. 
Members of the sheriff’s 
traffic unit investigat-
ed the crash involving a 
Ford Fiesta and a Toyota 
RAV 4. Engine 200 from 
Swainsboro and first re-
sponders from Oak Park 
also responded. 

On Sunday, August 
23, EMS, Rescue 1, 
and Engine 200 from 
Swainsboro with sher-
iff’s deputies responded 
to Highway 57 East by 
Martin Road. A passer-
by notified 9-1-1 of an 
overturned Chevrolet 
Suburban in a ditch. 
The vehicle had left the 
roadway, struck a DOT 
curve sign, and travelled 
approximates 150 feet 
before ending up on its 
side. Units were unable 
to locate a driver at the 
scene. The crash was in-
vestigated by the sher-
iff’s deputies.

OVERTURNED SUBURBAN AT HIGHWAY 57 
EAST BY MARTIN ROAD

CAR FIRE ON LAWRENCE SHERROD ROAD

SCENE FROM STRAWBERRY CIRCLE FIRE

CRASH SCENE AT US 1 AND PENDLETON 
SPRINGS ROAD

LAMBS BRIDGE ROAD CRASH SCENE

DODGE CHARGER INVOLVED IN LAMBS 
BRIDGE ROAD CRASH
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