
A joint investigation 
between Swainsboro 
Police Department, Rich-
mond County Sheriffs 
Office, and former chief 
of police of Twin City 
resulted in the arrest of 
a Swainsboro resident 
and the recovery of over 
$17,000 in cash in the 
Swainsboro/Twin City 
area.

The six-month inves-
tigation culminated 
with the arrest of Jus-
tin Fields in Augusta for 
possession of metham-
phetamine with intent 
to distribute as well as 
multiple warrants from 
the Swainsboro Police 
Department. Subsequent 
searches and investiga-
tion lead to the recovery 
of the currency.

Fields, who is on fed-
eral probation, had been 
operating a narcotics net-
work that stretched from 
Atlanta to Augusta with 
a base of operation in the 
Swainsboro area.

The investigation is 

ongoing and additional 
arrests are anticipated. 

SPD Chief Randy Elli-
son praised the inves-
tigative effort of his 

investigators and the 
outstanding cooperation 
and efforts of the Rich-
mond County Sheriff’s 
Office.
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Bees: It Is All in the 
Preparation

George L. Smith State 
Park

Aug. 19, 9 – 11 a.m.

Clothing Pantry
New Beginnings 
Worship Center
Aug. 19, 1 p.m.
Aug. 22, 9 a.m.

Meet Watson the 
Gopher Tortoise
George L. Smith 

State Park
August 21, 10 a.m.

Red Cross Blood 
Drive

DBC, Inc. (Twin City)
August 31, 

10 a.m.—3 p.m.

Planting Flowers for 
you Bees

George L. Smith State 
Park

September 5, 9 a.m.

Oak Park 
Moonshine

Festival and events
Oak Park

Sept. 19, 9 a.m.

Suicide Prevention 
Walk

and Celebration
Downtown Swainsboro

Sept. 19, 4 p.m.

PINELAND’S SWAINSBORO LOCATION

 Pineland Cogentes ranks 
No. 630 on 2020 Inc. 5000 

with three-year revenue 
growth of 746 percent

Inc. magazine today 
revealed that Pineland 
Cogentes is No. 630 on 
its annual Inc. 5000 list, 
the most prestigious 
ranking of the nation’s 
fastest-growing private 
companies. The list rep-
resents a unique look at 
the most successful com-
panies within the Amer-
ican economy’s most 
dynamic segment—its 
independent small busi-

nesses. Intuit, Zappos, 
Under Armour, Mic-
rosoft, Patagonia, and 
many other well-known 
names gained their first 
national exposure as 
honorees on the Inc. 
5000. 

“Despite the epic chal-
lenges of COVID-19 
and the disruptions to 
our families and gener-
al economic conditions, 
our Company has ex-

perienced substantial 
growth. Through our 
collective efforts, we 
have helped school sys-
tems deliver remote ed-
ucational opportunities 
for its students, hospi-
tals maintain unprece-
dented demand on their 
IT systems, and offices 
move their staff to a re-
mote workforce model, 
to name a few engage-

Local businessman 
charged following 

criminal investigation
Following a criminal 

investigation conducted 
by the Georgia Bureau 
Investigations (GBI), at 
the request of Emanuel 
County Sheriff ‘s Office 
and Swainsboro Police 
Department, Rodney 
Wilson of a 632 West 
Church Street address 
in Swainsboro was 
charged with two felo-
ny counts of threaten-
ing witnesses in official 
proceedings and two 
misdemeanor counts 
involving simple bat-
tery. 

The two felony counts 
stem from threatening 

actions made by Wil-
son toward two city 
officials, one of which 
occurred August 4 and 
the second occurred 
August 5. 

The two misdemean-

or accounts of simple 
battery were following 
an incident in which 
Wilson allegedly, phys-
ically assaulted two 
individuals at a local 
restaurant. 

Warrants for Wilson’s 
arrest were secured Au-
gust 12, following the 
investigation conduct-
ed by GBI. Wilson sur-
rendered himself to au-
thorities the following 
day, Thursday, August 
13, and is being at held 
at the Emanuel Coun-
ty Jail with no bond at 
the time of this press 
release.

WILSON

May joins staff of 
Durden Banking, Inc.

Jimmy May recently 
joined Durden Banking 
Company, Inc. on 
July 27 as a mortgage 
loan officer. He will 
be responsible for the 
bank’s secondary mar-
ket mortgage portfo-
lio, while also serving 
as a loan officer in the 
Swainsboro location. 
“Jimmy brings a wealth 
of local knowledge 
and banking experi-
ence with him. We are 
excited to have him join 
our team. We invite his 
customers to come see 
Jimmy in his new role 
with Durden Banking 
Co.,” says President H. 
Wade Johnson. 

May has a long his-
tory of lending and 
experience within the 
mortgage arena, which 
will help serve the 
customers of the bank 
well. He has been in 
banking over 35 years 
and a part-time instruc-
tor for Southeastern 
Technical College for 
over 30 years. May 
obtained an AA degree 
from ECJC, BBA degree 
from Georgia College 
and State University, 
and MEd in instruc-
tional technology from 
Georgia Southern 
University.  

In addition to work, 
May is an advisory 
committee member for 
the CIS Department at 
Southeastern Technical 
College, a former 
board member for the 
Leadership Division of 
Community Bankers 
Association, for-
mer treasurer of the 
Swainsboro Chapter 
of the American 
Heart Association, 
and a member of the 
Swainsboro Exchange 
Club and First Baptist 
Church of Swainsboro. 
Additionally, he serves 
as a board mem-
ber for the Emanuel 
County Health 
Department and Ridge 
Pointe Homeowners 
Association in 
Waynesboro. May 
is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James May of 
Swainsboro.

MAY

Joint investigation leads to arrest

FIELDS

(Continued on page 2A)
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 Pineland Cogentes ranks...
ments. Customers have 

seen our services as es-
sential as they navigate 
through troubled waters. 
We are honored and hum-
bled that we have achieved 
this distinct national rank-
ing as number 630 of the 
fastest-growing 5,000 pri-
vately held companies in 
the United States for 2020. 
None of this would have 
been possible without out-
standing employees and 
loyal customers. Our fu-
ture is bright as we contin-
ue to focus on our mission 
of providing world-class 
customer service through 
industry-leading IT solu-
tions that make every cli-
ent feel that they are our 
only customer.” - Steven 
McComas, CPA, CGMA, 
and Chief Executive Of-
ficer. Not only have the 
companies on the 2020 
Inc. 5000 been very com-
petitive within their mar-
kets, but the list as a whole 
shows staggering growth 
compared with prior lists 
as well. The 2020 Inc. 5000 
achieved an incredible 
three-year average growth 
of over 500 percent, and a 
median rate of 165 percent. 
The Inc. 5000’s aggregate 
revenue was $209 billion in 
2019, accounting for over 1 
million jobs over the past 
three years. 

Complete results of the 
Inc. 5000, including com-
pany profiles and an in-
teractive database that 
can be sorted by industry, 
region, and other criteria, 
can be found at www.inc.
com/inc5000. The top 500 
companies are also being 
featured in the September 
issue of Inc., available on 
newsstands August 12. 

“The companies on 

this year’s Inc. 5000 come 
from nearly every realm 
of business,” says Inc. ed-
itor-in-chief Scott Ome-
lianuk. “From health and 
software to media and hos-
pitality, the 2020 list proves 
that no matter the sector, 
incredible growth is based 
on the foundations of te-
nacity and opportunism.” 

The annual Inc. 5000 
event honoring the compa-
nies on the list will be held 
virtually from October 
23 to 27, 2020. As always, 
speakers will include some 
of the greatest innovators 
and business leaders of our 
generation. 

Pineland Cogentes is 
jointly owned by Pineland 
Telephone Cooperative in 
Metter, Georgia and Wil-
kes Communications in 
Wilkesboro, North Caro-
lina. With five offices lo-
cated throughout Georgia, 
North Carolina and Vir-
ginia, Pineland Cogentes 
provides unparalleled 
technology services and 
solutions to businesses 
throughout the southeast-
ern United States. Through 
their managed technology 
and cyber-security ser-
vices, Pineland Cogentes is 
able to provide customers 
with the peace of mind to 
know that their systems 
simply work and that their 
data is being protected by 
industry best of breed solu-
tions against ever evolving 
threats. 

Contact:
Steven McComas, CEO 
(912) 314-7982 
steven.mccomas@pine-

landcogentes.com 
www.pinelandcogentes.

com 
More about Inc. and the 

Inc. 5000 

Methodology 
The 2020 Inc. 5000 is 

ranked according to per-
centage revenue growth 
when comparing 2016 
and 2019. To qualify, com-
panies must have been 
founded and erating rev-
enue by March 31, 2016. 
They had to be U.S.-based, 
privately held, for prof-
it, and independent—not 
subsidiaries or divisions 
of other companies—as of 
December 31, 2019. (Since 
then, a number of compa-
nies on the list have gone 
public or been acquired.) 
The minimum revenue re-
quired for 2016 is $100,000; 
the minimum for 2019 is $2 
million. As always, Inc. re-
serves the right to decline 
applicants for subjective 
reasons. Companies on 
the Inc. 500 are featured 
in Inc.’s September issue. 
They represent the top tier 
of the Inc. 5000, which can 
be found at http://www.
inc.com/inc5000. 

About Inc. Media 
The world’s most trust-

ed business-media brand, 
Inc. offers entrepreneurs 
the knowledge, tools, con-
nections, and community 
to build great companies. 
Its award-winning multi-
platform content reaches 
more than 50 million peo-
ple each month across a 
variety of channels includ-
ing websites, newsletters, 
social media, podcasts, 
and print. Its prestigious 
Inc. 5000 list, produced 
every year since 1982, ana-
lyzes company data to rec-
ognize the fastest-growing 
privately held businesses 
in the United States. The 
global recognition that 
comes with inclusion in 
the 5000 gives the found-
ers of the best businesses 
an opportunity to engage 
with an exclusive commu-
nity of their peers, and the 
credibility that helps them 
drive sales and recruit tal-
ent. The associated Inc. 
5000 Conference is part of 
a highly acclaimed portfo-
lio of bespoke events pro-
duced by Inc. For more in-
formation, visit www.inc.
com. 

For more information on 
the Inc. 5000 Conference, 
visit http://conference.
inc.com/.

(From front page)

Dr. Judy discusses student enrollment at regular monthly meeting
The Emanuel County Board 

of Education held their regu-
lar monthly meeting on Tues-
day, August 11 at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Swainsboro High School 
cafeteria. Board members in 
attendance were John Allen 
Bailey, Del Brown, Phyllis 
Dixon, Mason Henry, Tanya 
Lane and Johnny Parker. San-
dra Swinney was absent. The 
meeting was called to order 
by Councilman Henry, with 
Councilman Parker giving the 
invocation, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by 

Councilman Bailey. The agen-
da was approved as presented. 

The Consent Agenda in-
cluded minutes of the July 
24, 2020 meeting, updated 
financial reports by Whit-
ney Lawrence, 2020 Property 
Tax Digest & 5-Year History, 
2020/2021 fundraisers, pur-
chase of a Bluebird passenger 
bus and CTAE FY21 local plan 
by Stephanie Mason.  All items 
on the agenda were approved. 

Dr. Kevin Judy discussed 
the $3 million Swainsboro 
High School renovation that 

was done this summer. He said 
there were only a few small 
things to be done including 
some touch-up painting and 
a new master lock system. He 
explained that the Culinary 
Arts lab should be fully func-
tional by October. He said the 
first week of school averaged 
about 2,800 students, which 
is about 70% of the projected 
enrollment, with 30% choos-
ing virtual learning.  

Dr. Judy then thanked 
Jennifer Harrison with our 
local health department for 

her guidance dealing with 
COVID-19. With her help, 
they were able to come up 
with a decision tree to give to 
administrators to help them 
figure out the different situa-
tions and how to handle them. 
A packet of four letters was 
given to the Board. These let-
ters are given to parents and 
employees when there are po-
tential risk situations. “Instead 
of rumors going around, we 
are trying to be transparent 
so that parents/employees will 
be  aware of these situations. 
We have roughly 15 employ-
ees and four students that are 
at home positive. The student 
transmissions did not take 
place at school but through 

family situations. With our 
employees, the majority hap-
pened outside of school. We 
have had some that did occur 
with employees not following 
guidelines during preplan-
ning, from family and ball 
tournaments,” stated Dr. Judy. 
He also informed the Board 
that the system will be using 
guidance from the Georgia 
High School Association re-
garding sports. 

In executive session, the 
Board approved the employ-
ment of the following person-
nel: Karen Irvin, teacher; Ken-
di Asbury, paraprofessional; 
Emily Kennedy, paraprofes-
sional; Sheila Metz, substitute 
teacher; Amy Sause, school 

food service substitute; Lori 
Smith, bus driver. 

The Board also approved 
the resignation of Amy Cow-
art, teacher; Jasmine Bell, 
paraprofessional; Hayley Bish-
op, paraprofessional; Whitney 
Calhoun, paraprofessional; 
Jamie Snellgrove, paraprofes-
sional; and James Walker, cus-
todian. 

The transfer of Sonya John-
son, Swainsboro Elementary 
School paraprofessional, was 
also approved.  

Finally, the retirement of 
the following personnel was 
approved: Cynthia Daniels, 
teacher; Sandra Lane, teacher 
and Billie Johnson, clerical.
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MISSED THE DEADLINE?
APPLY FOR OUR LATE-START FALL SEMESTER!

• 14 Associate Degrees with Disciplinary 
   Distinction

• Bachelor Degrees in Biology, RN-BSN 
   Bridge Program (online) and Fire &
   Emergency Services Administration
   (online)

• Transfer pathways to Georgia Southern,• Transfer pathways to Georgia Southern,
   Augusta University and more

• Scholarships to fit every need

• Engaging, supportive professors
   and staff

EAST GEORGIA
STATE COLLEGE OFFERS...

SMART FROM THE START!

WWW.EGA.EDU
SWAINSBORO • STATESBORO • AUGUSTA • ONLINE

Improving county office spaces,
 creation of countywide fire chief 

role among commission’s 
discussions Monday night

by HALEI LAMB
The Emanuel County 

Board of Commissioners 
convened Monday evening, 
and two topics headlined 
their meeting: putting a plan 
in motion to improve the 
spaces occupied by county 
offices as well as developing 
a role for a countywide fire 
chief. Both of these topics 
have been discussions for 
extended periods of time.

County Administrator 
Guy Singletary spent a con-
siderable amount of time 
outlining to the commission-
ers a professional agreement 
submitted by local architec-
tural firm Buckley & Associ-
ates. This agreement, should 
the commissioners choose to 
enter into it, would provide 
floor plans, elevations, ren-
derings, 3D visuals, and cost 
estimates for one of three op-
tions available to the county. 
Proposed by Buckley & As-
sociates were the following:

 • Option 1, 
a complete renovation of 
both the Coleman Hotel 
and the Mitchell Building.

 • Option 2, 
renovation of the Coleman 
Hotel and the construction 
of a new building to house 
the tax commissioner’s of-
fice and elections.

 • Option 3, 
the designing and con-
struction of a new building 
to house every office cur-
rently utilizing the county 
spaces today, minus the 
district attorney’s office. 
The professional agree-

ment supplied to the com-
mission would cost $20,000. 
Those funds, should the 
commissioners move for-
ward, will be subtracted 
from the final cost of the op-
tion of the board’s choosing.

The district attorney’s 
office, some state offices, 
magistrate court, the com-
missioners’ board room, 
Emanuel County 911, and 
code enforcement are housed 
between the John C. Cole-
man Hotel and the Mitchell 
Building. Improving both of 
these spaces has become an 
increasingly pressing issue, 
according to Singletary, for a 
variety of reasons, including 
accessibility (or lack thereof) 
as well as wiring, plumbing, 
and moisture issues. The 
previous administration as 
well as the current board 
have tossed possible solu-
tions multiple times, yet no 
action has been taken, most 
likely due to insufficient in-
formation to make a deci-
sion. With the professional 
agreement, the commission-
ers will be better suited to 
take action in a timely man-
ner, an important factor in 
this endeavor, given the na-
ture of some of the issues at 
hand, particularly with the 
Coleman Hotel, which has 
lost its third- and fourth-
floor tenants as a result of 
a state mandate because of 
the building’s conditions. 
“The commission, for at least 
the last five years since I’ve 
been here, has discussed our 
administrative facilities. This 
has been an ongoing con-
versation,” Singletary said. 
“One thing evident through-
out this process is that while 
there hasn’t been a clear idea 
of what needs to be done, 
there has been a strong con-
sensus that something has to 
be done. This should give us 
a strong foundation to stand 
on moving forward.”

When the floor opened for 
comments on this matter pri-
or to the eventual approval 
to enter into the profession-
al agreement, Commission-
er Keith Thompson offered 
this: “The public really needs 
to understand that one thing 
that is not an option is to do 
nothing. Wwe have got to do 

something, and I hope the 
public understands that.”

Commissioner Jim Sher-
rod motioned to move for-
ward with the contract. Com-
missioner James Canady 
seconded, and the motion 
carried without opposition.

Extending that conversa-
tion, Singletary led into the 
night’s next agenda item, 
roofing projects for four dif-
ferent county locations. In 
order to minimize the dam-
age caused by leaky roofs at 
the federal courthouse, the 
Coleman Hotel, the Mitch-
ell Building, and the jail, 
the board of commissioners 
called for bids for this proj-
ect. After reviewing the two 
bids from Bonitz of Georgia 
and Rycars Construction, the 
commissioners ultimately 
went with the first, which 
was the lowest when all 
four projects’ costs were to-
taled for a lump sum. With 
the board’s action, Single-
tary will work with Bonitz 
to investigate the possibil-
ity of reducing the scope of 
the project, thereby reduc-
ing the total cost as well. 
“If anyone has been inside 
these buildings, when you 
go upstairs, it looks bad. 
These buildings are just like 
your house,” Canady said 
during the time for com-
ments. “Sooner or lately 
you’ve got to put a roof on 
it. Whatever we do to any of 
these buildings now and in 
the future, we’ve still got to 
maintain them, too.”

Canady made the motion 
to give the project to low 
bidder Bonitz of Georgia. 
Sherrod provided the sec-
ond, and the vote was unan-
imous.

The second highlight of the 
evening came when Single-
tary initiated the discussion 
of a countywide fire chief. 
According to the administra-
tor, he and Swainsboro Fire 
Chief Mike Strobridge have 
been conversing about the 
new move for a while. The 
longtime fire veteran was on 
hand Monday evening and 
spoke to the commission, 
stating that the transition 
would be inevitable at some 
point due to Georgia’s min-
imum requirements for fire 
stations and firefighters as 
well as the decreasing num-
ber of volunteers in rural fire 
service.

Strobridge outlined his 
recommendations the board 
should consider when mak-
ing a selection for the new 
chief, should they choose to 
act on a motion before the 
meeting adjourned. Some of 
his suggestions included a 
candidate’s knowledge on a 
fire agency’s three most im-
portant governing factors: 
NPA, ISO, and standards 
and training. He also sug-
gested the board make sure 
the candidate is a “hand-
and-glove fit.” Ideally, he 
said, the new chief should 
be someone patient and slow 
with change, and he or she 
should be willing to work 
with the firefighters, not just 
instruct them.

Singletary and the commis-
sioners expressed this move 
is intended to better Eman-
uel County Fire Service and 
is not a result or indication 
of Chief Strobridge’s lead-
ership, abilities, or success. 
Chief Strobridge currently 
serves as the point person 
for the city and county. With 
the creation of a countywide 
fire chief, he would remain a 
county employee. The prop-
osition for a new role would 
be to help alleviate some of 
his heavy workload, which 
has become more and more 
demanding in recent years 
with paperwork as well as 
increased amounts of equip-
ment and dollars attached to 

those pieces of equipment.
“Moving to a full-time 

county fire chief is going to 
have to happen sooner or 
later,” Chief Strobridge said 
on the record. “Volunteer 
departments are just about 
at a point of not existing 
any more. We can’t find vol-
unteers any more, and that 
hurts us because our recruit-
ing is almost none. We’ve got 
a good team. We work well 
with EMS and law enforce-
ment, and that doesn’t hap-
pen everywhere. We’ve got 
to be very careful with the 
selection of the new chief.”

Singletary added to the 
chief’s comments, saying the 
current leader would remain 
in an advisory  position for 
the foreseeable future and 
would very much be looked 
to during the selection pro-
cess.

Bearing all that in mind, 
Singletary asked the board 
for action. Sherrod moved 
to advertise for a full-time, 
unincorporated fire chief. 
Foskey provided the second.

During comments, 
Canady added, “This is un-
chartered territory for us, 
especially in the south. I’ve 
been here a while. [Commis-
sioner Desse] Davis has been 
here a good while. Chief 
Strobridge has worked with 
the firefighters here for many 
years, and y’all have done a 
tremendous job,” he said to 
the firefighters attending 
along with their chief Mon-
day night. “We owe a lot of 
gratitude to y’all. We’re not 
trying to hurt anybody in 
our fire department; we’re 
trying to make it better. 
Y’all are working yourself 
to death. Maybe with a full-
time chief, a person who can 
go out and recruit, can get 
y’all some help. Chief Stro-
bridge will still be here. We 
may have to go to full-time 
like a lot of counties are, but 
it has nothing to do with 
Chief Strobridge and what 
he has or hasn’t done. It’s 
to make Emanuel County a 
better place to live and to get 
better and more service.”

The vote that followed his 
comment was unanimous.

In other news, Singletary 
made the initial announce-
ment about this year’s Tire 
Amnesty Day, which will be 
November 14 at the transfer 
station. This second annual 
event is made possible by a 
grant applied for by Code 
Enforcement Director Seth 
Brewer and received by the 
County of Emanuel.

Singletary also mentioned 
a second grant received by 
the county. This particular 
grant has been in the works 
between the administrator, 
Brewer, and 911 Director 
Martha Culbreth for three 
years now. Following a let-
ter last week, the county has 
received $125,000 from the 
federal government, $15,000 
from the state government, 
and will be responsible for 
$10,000 at the county level to 
install emergency generators 
at the sheriff’s office and the 
jail.

Singletary then mentioned 
two vacancies on the hospi-
tal board. Interested persons 
should submit an applica-
tion letter and a resume or 
other qualifying information 
to the county by September 
1.

Lastly, the commissioners 
adopted a resolution to enter 
into a loan renewal for the 
airport. This annual business 
matter renews the loan at the 
end of each year. This year’s 
renewal came at $633,608. 
The far, all principle and in-
terest payments have been 
applied thanks to a grant. 
Canady made the motion, 
Sherrod seconded, and the 
vote was unanimous.
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SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

Ann G. Braswell, 78
A graveside service 

for Ann G. Braswell, 78, 
of Swainsboro was held 
Saturday, August 15, 
2020 at 10 a.m. at Mt. 
Zion Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery with 
Jamie Braswell, Crys-
tal Bishop, Zach Riner, 
and Rachael Riner offi-
ciating. The family 
received friends Fri-
day, August 14, from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Chapman 
Funeral Home. In com-
pliance with the guide-
lines set by the CDC, the 
6--feet rule was enforced 
during visitation and 
service. She passed 
away Wednesday, 
August 12, at Emanuel 
Medical Center follow-
ing an extended illness.   

Ms. Ann G. Bras-
well was born May 2, 
1942 in Soperton to the 
late Curtis Geiger and 
Mary Black Geiger. She 
worked at Crestons for 
many years. Braswell 
had a green thumb, and 
loved gardening and 
arts and crafts. She was 
a beloved grandmother. 
Braswell was a member 
of Odomville Church 
of the Nazerene. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents; and one 
son, Bobby H. Braswell.

Survivors include her 
husband of 60 years, 

Billy H. Braswell of 
Swainsboro; sons, Ken-
neth (Jean) Braswell 
of Swainsboro and 
Charles (Sebrena) Bras-
well of Colbert; daugh-
ters, Pamela Ann Riner 
and Tonya E. Coleman, 
both of Swainsboro; sis-
ters, Virginia Hollomon 
of Gray, Shirley Whit-
tington and Carol Ely, 
both of Adrian, and 
Susan (Jerry) Reynolds 
of Vidalia; 9 grandchil-
dren; 12 great—grand-
children; and several 
nieces, nephews and 
many friends.

Pallbearers were B.J. 
Braswell, Bradley Bras-
well, Zach Riner, Jamie 
Braswell, Quinton Bras-
well, and Amber Bras-
well.

Chapman Funer-
al Home of Swains-
boro was in charge of 
arrangements.

BRASWELL

Katie Akridge Canady, 89
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors an-
nounces the death of 
Katie Akridge Canady, 
89, of Swainsboro, on 
Saturday, August 15, 
2020 surrounded by her 
loving family.

Funeral services will 
be Wednesday, August 
19, 2020 at 2 p.m. in 
the Mt. Shady Baptist 
Church with Rev. Rusty 
Moore and Jeremy Page 
officiating. Interment 
will follow in the Mt. 
Shady Baptist Church 
Cemetery. The fami-
ly received friends on 
Tuesday evening, Au-
gust 18, at the funeral 
home from 6-8 p.m. 
CDC social distancing 
guideline will be ob-
served and mask are 
encouraged  for your 
safety and others.

Pallbearers are James 
Akridge, Andy Dixon, 
Chesley Dixon, Woody 
Nasworthy, Ashley 
Page, and Charles 
Akridge.

Mrs. Katie Akridge 
Canady was born May, 
22, 1931 to the late Jim 
Lewis and Trudie Mae 
Stapleton Akridge, in 
Kite, Johnson County. 
She was a fine Chris-
tian lady who believed 
that everyone deserved 
to be treated with 
kindness and respect. 
Canady had a ground-
ed faith and devoted 
love for her Lord and 
Savior, and was a long 
time member of the Mt. 
Shady Baptist Church. 
She and her late hus-
band raised five chil-
dren and taught them 
the importance of hav-
ing a love for God first; 
a love for family and 
for your fellow man. 
Canady set a perfect 
example by the life she 
lived before her chil-
dren and also taught 
them the importance of 
passing this on to future 
generations. 

She was a homemaker, 
but since her husband 
was a farmer, she also 
worked many hours in 
the fields beside him. 
Being raised on a farm 
and living as a farmer’s 
wife, she had a love for 
the land, planting and 
watching things grow, 
working in her flowers, 
and gardening. Howev-
er, her family was her 
greatest joy and accom-
plishment. 

During her 45 plus 
year career selling Avon 
products door—to--
door, and due to her 
gentle spirit and kind 

heart, she established 
a lifelong relationship 
with her customers and 
become affectionate-
ly known as the “The 
Avon Lady”, Canady’s 
years of dedicated ser-
vice attributed her 
many opportunities to 
attend numerous lun-
cheons and banquets, 
where she was recog-
nized with prizes and 
special awards which 
she proudly displayed 
in her home.  

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband of 47 years, 
Carlton Leslie Canady 
Sr.; daughter, Dawn 
Sherrod; sons, Leslie 
Canady Jr. and Darrell 
Canady; sisters, Annie 
Marsh and Leona Jones; 
brothers, James Akridge 
and Alvie Akridge; and 
granddaughter, Kayla 
Sherrod.

Survivors include 
her daughters, Kathy 
Hart (Larry) of Metter 
and Dianne Edenfield 
(Lynn) of Swainsboro; 
sisters, Martha Nell 
Beasley (Dent) and Jean 
Henry (Colon), all of 
Swainsboro; brothers, 
M. D. Akridge of Still-
more, Ralph Akridge 
of Kemp, and Elzie 
Akridge of Swains-
boro; grandchildren, 
Roland Hart (Melanie), 
Jamie Purvis (Donnie), 
Clint Canady (Christi-
na), Brook Moye (Jere-
my), Brandon Canady 
(Crystal), Trudie Lynn 
Kasper (Robby), Lance 
Edenfield (Brianna), 
Korey Sherrod, and 
Candice Canady (An-
tonio); great-grand-
children, Margo Hart, 
Brycen Purvis, Luke 
Moye, Jayden Purvis, 
Cooper Canady, Ka-
tie Dawn Kasper, Lora 
Layne Edenfield, Josh 
Moye, Braylen John-
son, Connor Canady, 
Aubrey Johnson, Walter 
Reid Kasper, and Elynn 
Kasper; and a host of 
nieces, nephews, and 
extended family.

Durden-Hudson Fu-
neral Directors is in 
charge of arrangements.

CANADY

Dona Elaine Farr Glass, 67
Dona Elaine Farr 

Glass, 67, of Swainsboro 
went to be with her 
savior on August 10, 
2020.  After a long battle 
with cancer, she died 
at Augusta University 
Medical Center, 
Augusta.

Glass was born 
August 20, 1952, in 
Macon. She graduated 
from Bibb Tech High 
School in 1971, and 
then attended Prairie 
Bible College in Alberta, 
Canada, graduating 
in 1975.  After Bible 
college, she taught 
school for several years 
at Cross Keys Christian 
Academy, Macon.

Everyone who knew 
Glass claimed her as 
their own and loved her 
deeply. She was a loving 
mother, daughter, 
granddaughter, sister, 
niece, aunt, and friend.  
For most of her adult 
life, she was employed 
at several eye centers 
in Georgia.  Her last 
employment of 19 years 
was at Dublin Eye 
Associates, Dublin.  In 
2009, she became the 
director of Dublin Eye 
Surgery Center, a job 
she thoroughly enjoyed 
and loved.

During her years 
of employment in 
Warner Robins and 
Dublin, Glass had 
the opportunity 
to serve poor and 
underprivileged people 
around the world. First, 
with the non-profit 
organization, Gansu, 
Inc., she traveled to 
China with Dr. William 
and Mrs. Peggy Conrad 
for several weeks each 
summer to assist in eye 
surgery. It was always 
in her heart to help 
those in need. While 
employed with Dublin 

Eye Associates, she 
traveled with a surgical 
team to Honduras. For 
many years she also 
helped coordinate a 
team that traveled to 
Jamaica. This was no 
small undertaking; 
however, Glass loved 
it. Every summer, she 
along with “her doctors” 
and a host of others 
went to Jamaica to do 
cataract surgery and 
other eye procedures. 
Glass always spoke 
of how privileged she 
felt to work with such 
loving, caring, Christian 
doctors and nurses. 
She was a member of 
The Harvester Baptist 
Church. Glass was 
predeceased by her 
mother, Juanita Glass 
Farr; her maternal 
grandparents, Raymond 
and Leila Glass; her 
sister, Linda Farr Dixon; 
and her favorite aunt 
and uncle, Cliff and 
Eloise Hunnicutt Jr.  

She is survived by her 
children, Jamie, Emily, 
Derrell and Daniel; two 
sisters, Sheryl Glass and 
Gail Dillard (Tony); and 
many grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews.

A graveside service 
was held at 4 p.m., 
August 11, 2020, at 
Eastbrook Cemetery,

Swainsboro.  
In lieu of flowers, 

donations may be made 
to The Harvester Baptist 
Mission.

GLASS



The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 19, 2020 5A

Annette K. Wilson, 76
A graveside service 

for Annette K. Wil-
son, 76, of Garfield 
were held Thursday, 
August 13, 2020 11 a.m. 
at Hebron Primitive 
Baptist Church Cem-
etery with Elders Sam 
Bowen, Tommy Roun-
tree, and Rick Berry 
officiating. The fam-
ily received friends 
Thursday, August 13, 
from 10 to 11:00 a.m. 
at Hebron Primitive 
Baptist Church. After 
service, the family met 
at Brenda Williford’s 
residence, 401 Old 
Boatright Rd.,Garfield. 
In compliance with the 
guidelines set by the 
CDC, the 6--feet rule 
was enforced during 
visitation and service. 
She passed away Tues-
day, August 11, at Pruitt 
Health Swainsboro fol-
lowing an extended ill-
ness.   

Ms. Annette K. Wil-
son was born January 
25, 1944 in Millen to the 
late Clinton Kent and 
Ruth Johnson Kent. 
She was a 1962 gradu-
ate of Emanuel County 
Institute. Wilson a was 
strong--willed, loving 
wife and mother. She 
loved going to church, 
gardening, working, 
and her most joy, cook-

ing. Wilson was a mem-
ber of Hebron Primitive 
Baptist Church. She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, 
Tommy W. Wilson; and 
brother, Bobby Kent. 

Survivors include her 
son, Billy Wilson (Malin-
da) of Garfield; sisters, 
Helen Harper (Wayne) 
and Brenda Williford 
(Edward), both of Gar-
field; grandchildren, 
Kent Wilson (Anna) of 
Metter and John Wilson 
(Kirsten) of Garfield; 
great-grandson, Hunt 
Wilson; ; and several 
nieces, nephews, and 
many friends.

Pallbearers were Brad 
Williford, Chad Harp-
er, Brian Harper, Rhett 
Harper, Daniel Moxley, 
and Justin Moxley.

Chapman Funer-
al Home of Swains-
boro was in charge of 
arrangements.

WILSON

Rowland Williams, 76
Durden-Hudson Fu-

neral Directors announc-
es the death of Rowland 
Williams, 76, of Swains-
boro, GA, on Tuesday, 
August 11, 2020, at his 
residence.

Funeral services were 
held Friday, August 14, 
2020 at 11 a.m. in the 
Williams Chapel Baptist 
Church with Rev. Lamar 
Kersey officiating. In-
terment followed in the 
Williams Chapel Baptist 
Church Cemetery near 
Kite. The family received 
friends at the funeral 
home on Thursday eve-
ning from 6-8 p.m. Social 
distancing guidelines 
were applied and limited 
the number of visitors in 
the building at any given 
time. 

Pallbearers were Mike 
Foster, Mark Foster, 
Mitch Foster, Bennie Wil-
liams, Tim Hutcheson, 
and Amanuel Claxton.

Mr. Rowland Williams 
was born May 22, 1944 in 
Kite, Emanuel County, to 
the late Warren and Oca 
Rowland Williams.  He 
was retired Superinten-
dent from W. M Foster 
Development Co. During 
his retirement, it was 
all about spending time 
with family and, espe-
cially, with his grandchil-
dren and great-grand-
children under foot, 
whether he was working 
on his old cars or tractors 
or just enjoying a good 
family get-together. He 
will be greatly missed by 
Oscar, his beloved cat.  In 
addition to his parents, 
Williams was preceded 
in death by brothers, El-
ton Williams, Lamar Wil-
liams, and Sheryl Wil-

liam; and grandson, T. J. 
Williams Jr.

Survivors include his 
wife of 58 years, Mary R. 
Williams of Swainsboro; 
daughters, Pam Williams 
Claxton and Sandy Wil-
liams, both of Kite; sons, 
Gary Williams (Sue Ann) 
of Lenior City, TN, and 
Tommy Williams Sr. of 
Kite; sisters, Edith Pundt 
(Joe) of Wadley and Ly-
nette Watson (Don) of 
Macon; brothers, Jerome 
Williams of Claxton, 
Glenn Williams (Grace) 
of Kite, and Woody Wil-
liams of Macon; grand-
children, James Williams, 
Stephanie Jean (Jason), 
Matthew “Matt” Wil-
liams (Laura), Jessica 
Williams (Ron), Hannah 
Claxton, Walker Wil-
liams, Kasie Buchholz 
(Thomas), and Matthew 
Brown; great-grand-
children, Caleb Berry, 
“Lil” Will Boatright, 
Ty Boatright, Zade 
Boatright, Blake Wil-
liams, Cody Wommack, 
Anne Rae Williams, Levi 
Williams, Wesley  Clax-
ton, and Payton Buchhol; 
and many nieces, neph-
ews, and extended fam-
ily

Durden-Hudson Fu-
neral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.

WILLIAMS

Brenda R. Crews, 57
Funeral services for 

Brenda R. Crews, 57, of 
Swainsboro will be held 
Wednesday, August 19, 
2020 2 p.m. in the chap-
el of Chapman Funeral 
Home with Reverend 
Mike Poppell officiating.
Interment will follow at 
Eastbrook Cemetery & 
Mausoleum. The family 
received friends Tues-
day, August 18, from 5 
until to 8 p.m. at Chap-
man Funeral Home. In 
compliance with guide-
lines set by the CDC, 
the 6--feet rule will be 
enforced during visi-
tation and service. She 
passed away Sunday, 
August 16, at Memorial 
Health in Savannah fol-
lowing a brief illness.

Mrs. Brenda R. Crews 
was born March 25, 1963 
in Vidalia to Otto Robin-
son Jr. and Dallas Sharpe 
Robinson. She was pre-
ceded in death by her 
father and one infant 
grandchild.

Survivors include her 
mother; husband, Jamie 

Crews of Swainsboro; 
son, Daniel Crews (Joan-
na) of Twin City; daugh-
ter, Heather Smith (Chris) 
of Swainsboro; brother, 
Ken Robinson (Bobbie) 
of Vidalia; grandchil-
dren, Bryson Crews and 
Kenley Smith; and sever-
al nieces, nephews, and 
many friends.

Pallbearers are Linnlon 
Crews, Shannon Boula, 
Daniel Crews, Chris 
Smith, Chet Ellison, 
Louis White, and Chace 
Ellison.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro is 
in charge of the arrange-
ments.

CREWS

Seresa Ann Waters, 55
Funeral services for 

Seresa Ann Waters, 55, of 
Twin City were held Sat-
urday, August 15, 2020 3 
p.m. at Chapman Funer-
al Home with Reverend 
Brad McKenzie officiat-
ing. Interment followed 
in the Old Canoochee 
Primitive Baptist Church 
Cemetery. The family 
received friends Friday, 
August 14, from 6 until 8 
p.m. at Chapman Funer-
al Home. In compliance 
with guidelines set by 
the CDC, the 6--feet rule 
was enforced during vis-
itation and service. She 
passed away Wednes-
day, August 12, at her 
residence following an 
extended illness.

Mrs. Seresa Ann 
Waters was born April 
6, 1965 in Swainsboro to 
Bobby Sherrod and the 
late Georgia Mae Braddy 
Sherrod. She worked at 
KFC for 18 years. Waters 
had a humble spirit and 
was always smiling. She 
loved God and going 
to church. Waters was 
a member of Emanuel 
Christian Ministries. She 
was preceded in death by 
her mother; and brother, 
Jimmy Ray Sherrod.

Survivors include her 
father; husband, Eddie 

Waters of Twin City; 
son, Joseph Sherrod of 
Twin City; daughter, 
Stacy Flores of Twin 
City; brothers, Bobby 
Frank Sherrod of Twin 
City and Harvey Lamar 
(Cora Lee) Sherrod of 
Eastman; sister, LaDona 
Lara (Bud Wright) of 
Metter; grandchildren, 
Nicolasa Flores, Georgia 
Mae Flores, Christopher 
Flores, and Juan Flores; 
two nieces, three neph-
ews, four great-nieces, 
three great-nephews, 
and many friends.

Pallbearers were Tra-
vis Wilkerson, Sammy 
Braddy, Dale Brown, 
Bud Wright, Todd Sher-
rod, and Wendall Pow-
ell.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

WATERS

Wayne Marsh, 69
A graveside service 

for Wayne Marsh, 69, of 
Swainsboro was held 
Friday, August 14, 2020 
at 11 a.m. at Bethel Unit-
ed Methodist Church 
Cemetery with Reverend 
Brad McKenzie officiat-
ing. The family received 
friends Thursday, Au-
gust 13, from 6 until 8 
p.m. at Chapman Funer-
al Home. In compliance 
with guidelines set by the 
CDC, the 6-feet rule was 
enforced during viewing 
and service. He passed 
away Tuesday, August 
11, at his residence fol-
lowing an extended ill-
ness.

Mr. Wayne Marsh was 
born September 13, 1950 
in Kite to the late Al-
ton Marsh and Eva Mae 
Walker Marsh. He loved 
watching westerns and 
old T.V. shows, like Andy 
Griffin and Bonanza. He 
enjoyed going to Satur-
day morning yard sales 
with his wife, and his 
spare time was spent 
sitting under the pecan 
tree. Mr. Marsh was of 
the Baptist faith. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents; and sisters, 
Johnnie Mae Screws and 
Mable Knight

Survivors include 
his wife, Sandra Marsh 

of Swainsboro; son, 
Dwayne (Eryka) Marsh 
of Ellabell; daughters, 
Cindy (Gregory) Chance 
and Cissy (Daon) Bethea, 
both of Stillmore; broth-
er, Larry (Lois) Marsh of 
Sandersville; grandchil-
dren, Rayvan Marsh, Ra-
shon Marsh, Tyrone Car-
swell Jr., Dayla Bethea, 
Daon Bethea Jr., Destinee 
Marsh, and Khaci Marsh; 
great-grandchildren, Ha-
zel Marsh and Aspen 
Carswell; special niece, 
Carolyn McCoy; several 
other nieces and neph-
ews, and many friends.

Pallbearers were Mi-
chael Thompson, Brad 
McCoy, Rashon Marsh, 
Milton Edenfield, Tyrone 
Carswell Jr., and Robert 
Marsh. 

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

MARSH

Doris Young Durden, 85
Graveside services for 

Mrs. Doris Young Durden 
were held Saturday, 
August 15, 2020 at 9:30 
a.m. at Mt. Zion Church 
Cemetery in Garfield with 
Minister Nedenia Barber 
serving as eulogist. She 
passed away on August 
10, 2020. 

Mrs. Durden was 
born July 23, 1935 to 
the late Charlie Young 
and Josephine Dixon in 
Swainsboro. She attended 
Emanuel County Schools. 
She was a member of 
Roberts Grove Church 
and a member of the 
Jethro Council for many 
years, until her health 
declined. Mrs. Durden 
was employed with 
Creston Manufacturing 
for many years. She was 
also employed with Ithaca 
in Swainsboro until she 

retired. 
Along with her parents, 

she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Mr. John 
McKinley; and her broth-
ers and sisters. 

Survivors include many 
nieces, nephews, cous-
ins and other family and 
friends.

Mosley’s Funeral Home 
in Swainsboro was in 
charge of arrangements.

DURDEN

Local food pantry 
to distribute goods tomorrow

Center of Hope Food Pantry will be open for distri-
bution on Thursday, August 20, from 10 a.m. until 12 
p.m. Parking will be available across the street from 
the pantry, and all parties in attendance will be asked 
to wear a mask and remain inside vehicles. 
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Deacon James L. “Fish” 
Whitehead, 102

A graveside service for 
Deacon James L. “Fish” 
Whitehead was held 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 
at 10 a.m. at Swainsboro 
City Cemetery with 
Reverend Jerry 
Armstrong serving as 
eulogist. He passed away 
Wednesday, August 12, 
at Dublinair Nursing 
Home and Rehabilitation 
following an extended 
illness. 

Mr. James L. 
Whitehead was born 
October 8, 1917 in Scott. 
He and his family moved 
to Emanuel County 
when he was four—
years—old. Whitehead 
was educated in the 
Emanuel County Schools 
system. He married 
Mary Etta Williamson 
on September 25, 1938. 
They were married for 78 
years, and this marriage 
was blessed with five 
children. Whitehead was 
a farmer all of his life. 
He was employed with 
Emanuel and Toombs 
County stockyards for 
more than 20 years. 
Whitehead was the 
treasurer of the Second 
Union Association for 50 
years, and served on the 
Emanuel County DFACS 
Board for over 30 years. 
In addition, he was the 
first African American 
to work at the Emanuel 
County poll booth for 20 
years. Whitehead was 
also a member of Lodge 
Number 114 Mt. Hareb of 
Vidalia. He was an active 
member of Springfield 
Baptist Church in Oak 
Park for many years. He 
was ordained as a dea-
con in 1940 and served 
for 75 years. In 2016, he 

moved his membership 
to Mt. Gilead Missionary 
Baptist Church. In 2017, 
he moved to Dublin. 
On his 101st birthday, 
Whitehead was hon-
ored by the Board of 
Commissioners and 
citizens of Dublin for 
his prosperous life. 
Whitehead was preced-
ed in death by his wife; 
daughter, Rosa Renfroe; 
son, J.W. Whitehead; and 
granddaughter, Mechelle 
Renfroe.

Survivors include 
three daughters, Lottie 
(John A.) Harris of 
Swainsboro, Charlene 
(Charlie) Wright of 
Lexsy;  and Grace Tukes 
of Dublin; four grand-
children, Mark (Michelle) 
Whitehead, Sherrod 
(Sonya) Lane, Carlos 
(Lakesha) Renfroe, and 
Colton (Sabrina Wright) 
five great—grandchil-
dren, Ashley Whitehead, 
Courtney Whitehead, 
Novian Blue, Caleb 
Renfroe, and Caden 
Renfroe; one great—
great—grandson, Joshua 
Coneway ;and a host of 
nieces, nephews, other 
relatives, and friends.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

WHITEHEAD

Charlie J. “C.J.” Bedgood Jr., 
83

A graveside service 
for Charlie J. “C.J.” Bed-
good Jr., 83, of Swains-
boro will be held Thurs-
day, August 20, 2020, 5 
p.m. at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with Pastors 
Jonathan Shepard and 
Joe Bedgood officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends Thursday, 
August 20, from 3 until 5 
p.m. at Chapman Funer-
al Home. He passed 
away Monday, August 
17, at his residence fol-
lowing an extended ill-
ness.   

Mr. Bedgood was 
born November 18, 
1936 in Louisville to 
the late Charlie Jordan 
Bedgood and Mattie 
Caraway Bedgood. He 
was owner and opera-
tor of his trucking busi-
ness; he also drove for 
Walmart Distribution for 
more than 18 years and 
completed his work-
ing career as delivery 
driver for Shop Rite 
Pharmacy. Bedgood 
enjoyed hunting and 
fishing with his boys, 
watching NASCAR, but 
mostly, spending time 
with his family. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers, Verlyn 
Bedgood, Lynwood 
Bedgood, and Willie 
Bedgood; sisters, Bessie 
Bedgood, Madge Slater, 
and Joyce Thurman; 
and grandson, Benton 
Canady. 

Survivors include 
his wife of 64 years, 
Florence Bedgood of 
Swainsboro; daughters, 
Barbara (Ricky) Ely and 
Regina (Larry) Canady; 
son, David (Angie) 

Bedgood; grandchil-
dren, Ricky (Malia) 
Ely, April (Vince) Scott, 
Adam (Lindsay) Ely, 
Mac (Caroline) Canady, 
Corey (Cassidy) Canady, 
Josh (Andrea) Bedgood, 
and West (Lauren) 
Bedgood; great-grand-
children, Colby Scott, 
Jaycee Scott, Ace Ely, 
Emily Ely, Kaleigh Ely, 
Maddison Ely, Zada Ely, 
Bristol Ely, Layla Ely, 
Elias Bedgood, Cannon 
Bedgood, Easton 
Bedgood, Josh Bedgood, 
Jaxson Bedgood, Kayla 
Crabb, Rhet Crabb, Ethan 
Bedgood, Tee Bedgood, 
Harper Canady, and 
Logan Fleming; sever-
al nieces and nephews, 
and many friends.

Pallbearers will be 
grandsons of Bedgood. 
Honorary pallbearers 
will be his great-grand-
sons.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial may be made 
to Benton Canady 
Memorial Fund C/O 
Spivey State Bank, 
attn:  Stephanie Fagler, 
211 North Main Street, 
Swainsboro, GA   30401.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

BEDGOOD

Ethel Mae Baldwin Rozek, 90
Funeral services for 

Ethel Mae Baldwin Rozek, 
90, of Swainsboro were 
held Tuesday, August 18, 
2020 4 p.m. at Eastbrook 
Cemetery & Mausoleum 
Chapel with Evangelist 
Jeff Stokes officiating. 
Interment followed at 
Eastbrook Cemetery & 
Mausoleum. The family 
received friends Tuesday, 
August 18, 2020 from 3 
until 4:00 p.m. at Eastbrook 
Cemetery & Mausoleum 
Chapel. In compliance 
with guidelines set by the 
CDC, the 6--feet rule was 
enforced during visitation 

and service. She passed 
away Monday, August 17, 
2020 at Pruitt Health in 
Swainsboro following an 
extended illness.   

Ms. Ethel Mae Baldwin 
Rozek was born April 22, 
1930 in Havre de Grace, 
MD.  She was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Edward Rozek; and dad, 
Alvin Deicke. 

Survivors include mom, 
Norma Deicke of Swains-
boro; and sis, Marie Tan-
ner.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro was 
in charge of arrangements. 

Helen Elizabeth Deal 
Johnson, 87

Durden-Hudson Funer-
al Directors announces 
the death of Helen Eliza-
beth Deal Johnson, 87, of 
Swainsboro on Thursday, 
August 13, 2020, at The 
Oaks in Vidalia.

Graveside services will 
be held on Sunday, August 
16, 2020, at 2 p.m. in the 
Midville City Cemetery 
with Rev. Andy Carter

It is kindly asks that 
masks be worn and, 
please, practice social dis-
tancing for the safety and 
well-being of everyone 
attending.

Pallbearers are Lanier 
Holland, Cody Curl, Jus-
tin Curl, Austin Curl, Will 
Jarriel, and Gary Hall.

Mrs. Helen Elizabeth 
Deal Johnson was born 
January 18, 1933 in Eman-
uel County to the late 
Purvis and Virginia Drew 
Deal. She was a member at 
Calvary Methodist Church 
in Swainsboro. She loved 
yard working, talking, 
and spending time with 
her family. She former-
ly worked at Swainsboro 
Print Works and retired 

from Roper. In addition to 
her parents, she was pre-
deceased by her husband, 
Albert E. Johnson; daugh-
ter, Ginger Harden; and 
son, Joey Coleman. 

Survivors Include one 
sister, Audrie Brabham 
of Savannah; a brother, 
Purvis Deal, Jr. (Kathy) of 
Garden City; grandchil-
dren, Tisha Holland (Bob)
of Collins,  Joey Curl (An-
gela) of Senatobia, MS, 
and Brian Curl (Heather) 
of Collins; great—grand-
children, Chelsea Holland 
Jarriel (Will), Lanier Hol-
land, Cassidy Holland, 
Hope Duncan, Cody Curl, 
Justin Curl, Brittney Bliz-
zard (Dillon), and Austin 
Curl (Baylee); great—
great—grandchildren, Leo 
Duncan, Beau Blizzard, 
Kipp Blizzard, and Bentlee 
Curl; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and extended 
family.

Durden-Hudson Funer-
al Directors is in charge of 
arrangements.

EGSC names interim chair of department of biology
East Georgia State 

College Professor of 
Biology Dr. John Cadle 
has been named the 
interim chair of the 
department of biology. 
Dr. Cadle became a part 
time professor at EGSC 
in 2016 and later became 
an associate professor in 
2018.  

Cadle earned his bach-
elor of science in zoology 
from the University of 
Georgia and his Ph.D. in 
zoology from the Uni-
versity of California at 
Berkeley.  

“Dr. Cadle brings 

excellent talents to this 
interim position. He is 
an excellent communica-
tor, an active researcher, 
an accomplished profes-
sor, a student advocate, 
and a trusted colleague,” 
remarked Dr. Sandra 
Sharman, vice president 
for academic and stu-
dent affairs. “East Geor-
gia State College is fortu-
nate to benefit from Dr. 
Cadle’s impressive skill 
set. I have confidence 
that he will manage his 
duties as interim chair 
with great proficiency.” 

 In Dr. Cadle’s new 

role, he will oversee 
the operations of the 
biology department, 
including budget over-
sight, coordinating the 
course assessment pro-
gram, being the interface 
between the department 
and the administration, 
and implementing col-
lege-wide initiatives 
within the department. 
“I’m on a steep learning 
curve in this new role. 
I’m looking forward 
to holding everything 
together while I learn 
the ropes and eventually 
learn to relax a bit more 

in the job. I like challeng-
es, so that’s a plus,” said 
Dr. Cadle. 

DR. CADLE

East Georgia State 
College Professor of 
Biology Dr. David 
Chevalier has been 
named the interim dean 
of mathematics and nat-
ural sciences. He has 
been a professor at EGSC 
since 2013, joining the 
college from Mississippi 
State University. During 
his time at EGSC, he has 
served on multiple task 
forces and committees for 
the betterment of the col-
lege and is very involved 
in the local community. 
Dr. Chevalier earned his 
bachelor of science in 
plant biology and physi-
ology from the University 
of Tours, France; his mas-
ters degree in plant biolo-
gy from the University of 
Montpellier, France; and 
his Ph.D. in botany from 
the University of Zurich, 

Switzerland.
“We are so pleased that 

Dr. Chevalier has agreed 
to serve as the inter-
im dean of mathematics 
and natural sciences. He 
is a natural leader who 
possesses a phenomenal 
work ethic, a dedication 
to the College, an eye for 
detail, a talent for manage-
ment, and a willingness 
to assist,” said Dr. Sandra 
Sharman, vice president 
for academic and student 
affairs. “Dr. Chevalier has 
transitioned into this posi-
tion and begun to actively 
oversee the operations of 
the school. East Georgia 
State College will con-
tinue to benefit from his 
expertise.”

In Chevalier’s new role 
as interim dean of math 
and science, he will man-
age the day-to-day opera-

tions of the School of Math 
and Sciences; supervise 
division faculty and staff; 
work closely with other 
deans, faculty members, 
and instructional staff to 
ensure overall quality of 
the academic program; 
serve on the president’s 
cabinet, academic policies 
and curriculum commit-
tee, senior staff, and other 
standing and special com-
mittees.

“My main goals as 
the interim dean of the 
School of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences 
are to further the suc-
cess accomplished by Dr. 
Wedincamp by increasing 
the enrollment and grad-
uation rates for the STEM 
and Nursing programs 
and student learning,” 
said Dr. Chevalier.

During his time at 

EGSC, Dr. Chevalier was 
named the Distinguished 
Faculty of the Year for 
Math and Sciences in 
2016, was selected for 
the Executive Leadership 
Institute in 2019 and com-
pleted the EGSC Staff 
Leadership Development 
Program.

Dr. Chevalier named interim dean 
of mathematics and natural sciences at EGSC

DR. CHEVALIER

Gloria Ann Gillis Forde, 80
Ms. Gloria Ann Gillis 

Forde, 80, of Brooklyn, 
NY passed away July 8, 
2020. 

Born to parents Perrylee 
Jordan Gillis and Marvin 
Robinson, Forde was 
the youngest of 10 chil-
dren. She was born 
in Soperton, Treutlen 
County, on October 21, 
1939. Although her birth 
certificate notes October 
22, Forde always said 
“Aunt Bert said I was 
born on the 21st, so that’s 
what I go by”. In her early 
20s, she migrated up to 
Boston, Massachusetts 
with her cousin Thelma, 
where she met Arthur L. 
Forde. They soon married 
and from that union, four 
children were produced. 
She worked for CABS 
Housekeeper Service for 
over 15 years as well as a 
care giver. Forde was very 
humorous, always had 
a story to tell about her 
brother, Dothan, being her 
protector and her family 
back in Georgia. If you 
were lucky to have had a 
conversation with Forde, 
she would automatically 
give you a nickname and 
you will leave knowing 
one of her famous say-
ings, such as “Skin Back 
Peter” or depending on 
the time of day “Peter 
Skin Back”. 

“Nana,” as her grand-
children would call her, 
was also loved for her 
cooking, her cabbage, 
sweet potato poon, hot 
water pan bread, and liver 
with onion gravy. She 
loved to eat KFC’s Cole 
Slaw, Tilapia Fish, and, if 
you called and asked her 
what she was cooking, 

she would tell you exactly 
how many potatoes she 
was making. She loved to 
sit on the side of her bed 
and watch her TV Shows 
and make her daily calls 
to just say “I’m doing my 
rounds”, those calls will 
be forever missed, even if 
they were at the crack of 
dawn. Mostly, we all are 
going to miss her calling 
for someone to go to the 
grocery store. 

Forde was truly a child 
of God.  Her faith never 
wavered, and she always 
believed that in His will, 
it will be done in her life 
and in those she loved. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band; son, Phillip (twin 
brother to Kathleen); 
brothers, Marvinlee Gillis, 
Dothan Gillis, James T. 
Gillis, Willie Gillis Jr., 
and Bobby Robinson; and 
sisters, Marion Pearson, 
Brownie Frazier, Zora 
Fulton, Madie Wynn, and 
Williemae Kinsey.

Survivors include 
her children, Dorothy 
Gardner, Yvonne Forde, 
Kathleen Forde, Rodney 
Forde and Evelyn 
(Clinton) Manley; grand-
children, Bridgette Gillis, 
Termetrius Gardner, 
Mikeani Gardner-Parrish 
(Alex), LaShandra 
Gardner, Frances Forde, 
Catherine Forde, Jodi 
Forde, Shamesha Godfrey 
(Dwayne), Larry Forde, 
Ladea Nesbitt, Alesha 
Nesbit-Goode (Jamel), 
Laesha Nesbitt, Saadiq 
Manley, and Sayeed 
Manley; 31 great-grand-
children; and a host of 
cousins, nieces, nephews 
and many friends. 
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SINGLETARY (LEFT) AND BAILEY (RIGHT) DURING MONDAY 
MEETING UPDATE

Swainsboro Rotary hears 
update from BOE member

The Swainsboro 
Rotary club met at 
the Rustic Grill on 
Monday, August 17,  at 
noon. President Guy 
Singletary called the 
meeting to order,  Zach 
Frye gave the invo-
cation, and the club 
recited the 4 way test 
and the pledge to the 
flag. Rotary club mem-
bers welcomed fellow 

members back that 
have not been able to 
attend since the spread 
of the virus. 

John Allen Bailey, 
board member of 
the Emanuel County 
Schools System, gave 
an overview of the 
events at the schools 
and praised the teach-
ers and administra-
tion for all the posi-

tive responses that 
occurred since the 
reopening of the school 
system.  

Al Lawson and 
Singletary provided 
updates on city and 
county businesses 
prior to adjourning.

The next meeting 
of Swainsboro Rotary 
Club will be on August 
24 at the Rustic Grill.



It’s a jungle out there 
and Kandiss Taylor 
is trying to hack her 
way through it. We are 
talking about Georgia’s 
“jungle primary,” a 
euphemism for a spe-
cial election on Nov. 3 
to fill the remaining two 
years of U.S. Sen. Johnny 
Isakson’s term. Isakson, 
a Great American of the 
first rank, chose to retire 
before his term ended 

due to declining health. 
This election is not to be 
confused with a regular-
ly scheduled U.S. Senate 
election to be held the 
same day between 
incumbent Republican 
senator David Perdue 
and his main challeng-
er, Democrat Jon Ossoff. 
The jungle primary or 
more officially a “non-
partisan blanket pri-
mary,” is an election 

without a primary as 
opposed to the other 
Senate race where in 
June, Perdue ran with-
out opposition in the 
Republican primary 
and Ossoff defeated 
six competitors in the 
Democratic primary. 
In this one, Democrats 
and Republicans, 
Libertarians, indepen-
dents and assorted oth-
ers are running against 

each other. To win a 
jungle primary, a can-
didate must secure the 
majority, not a plural-
ity, of votes. With so 
many candidates — 21 
to be precise — a run-
off is likely between 
the two top candidates 
next January. Don’t 
say I didn’t warn you. 
Among the 21 aspirants 
are zillionaire Kelly 
Loeffler, the Republican 
who was appointed 
to Isakson’s seat by 
Gov. Brian Kemp in 
January; Republican 
Congressman Doug 
Collins, who thought 
he should have been; 
the Rev. Raphael 
Warnock, pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta 
and a Democrat; Matt 
Liberman, a Democratic 
businessman and son 
of former Connecticut 
Sen. Joe Lieberman; 
and Democrat Ed 
Tarver, former United 
States Attorney 
for the Southern 
District of Georgia. 
Most political observers 
seem to think it will be 
a two-way race between 
Loeffler and Collins or 
one of the above against 
Warnock, Liberman or 
possibly Tarver. Kandiss 
Taylor does not agree. A 
student services coordi-
nator for the Appling 
County Board of 
Education and a former 
third grade teacher, she 
says she is in the race 
to win. I believe her. 
I had written about 
her Quixotic effort 
(my term, not hers) 
last March to replace 
Sen. Isakson. I decid-
ed to check in with her 
to see how her cam-
paign is progressing. It 
is the underdog in me. 

Taylor told me she is 
as determined as ever 
and that in the past four 
months, she has visit-
ed 75% of Georgia’s 159 
counties and put 25,000 
miles on her car doing so. 
School is now back 
in session in Appling 
County so her efforts 
are confined to social 
media and phone calls 
in the evenings and 
visits to campaign ral-
lies on the weekends. 
Ironically, she says she 
has yet to see Kelly 
Loeffler any place she 
has been, although 
she has crossed paths 
with Doug Collins 
on several occasions. 
My sanguine opinion 
is that Kandiss Taylor’s 
chances of winning a 
seat to represent Georgia 
in the United States 
Senate are — to be kind 
— very slim. In poli-
tics, as in a lot of other 
endeavors, money talks. 
At this point the edu-
cator says she has 
raised “a little less 
than $100,000,” which 
pales in comparison to 
Loeffler’s stated inten-
tion to spend $20 mil-
lion of her own money 
in the campaign. That, 
by the way, is a cou-
ple of million more 
than the fund balance 
of the Appling County 
Board of Education’s 
current budget. 
But political reality 
aside, there is a part of 
me that roots for some-
body who takes on 
the establishment and 
believes that politics 
should not be the per-

sonal playground of fat 
cats and special inter-
est groups. She says, 
“I think our Founding 
Fathers wanted us 
governed by common 
people, not career pol-
iticians,” and adds, “If 
you’ve never lived on a 
budget or cleaned a toi-
let, you don’t represent 
me or most of Georgia.” 
Taylor is finding out the 
hard way that outsid-
ers are not welcomed 
in the game of politics. 
“I have experienced 
what my papa called 
‘black balling’ by a 
couple of GOP party 
leaders not allowing 
me to speak or attend 
a meeting,” Taylor says. 
“ It is quite unfortu-
nate we cannot be one 
party and unified like 
the Democrats. They 
outwork us and defend 
their party to a fault.” 
Undaunted, Kandiss 
Taylor carries on full 
of confidence in her-
self and in her ability 
to win over voters tired 
of politics-as-usual. 
Whether she succeeds 
or not, it warms this old 
jaundiced heart to see 
ordinary citizens try to 
conquer the dark and 
sinister jungle we call 
politics. Maybe she will 
inspire others to make 
the effort. I hope so. 
You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at dick@
dickyarbrough.com; at 
P.O. Box 725373, Atlanta, 
Georgia 31139; online at 
dickyarbrough.com or 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/dick-
yarb.

Editorial Cartoons
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The country had just 
been through WWII.  It 
was a tough time with 
many things unavail-
able or restricted, but 
we endured and “made 
do.” Our fighting 
men and women were 
home, and we were 
ready for an enjoyable 
future. Automobiles 
were on the road again, 
and gas was plentiful. 
Hollywood was filling 
screens with new mov-
ies. It was a perfect time 
to pack up the family 
and see a movie from 
your car, thus drive-in 
outdoor theaters started 
appearing.

My introduction was 
on a visit with my grand-
parents. The Twin Drive-

In Theater was opened 
on the highway between 
their home in Lyons and 
Vidalia. My grandpa 
was excited to take us 
there. He was also a big 
teaser and solemnly told 
my cousin and I, “I shore 
would like to take you to 
the drive-in, but I only 
have enough money for 
tickets for me and your 
grandma.”

Barbara and I were 
heartbroken until he 
came up with a scheme. 
“If you girls will scrunch 
down behind the back 
seat and be quiet and 
still until we get past 
the box office, I can get 
you in for free.” We 
scrunched behind the 
back seat and were ter-

rified that we would 
be caught. We did this 
successfully for several 
visits until my grand-
mother “let the cat out of 
the bag” and fessed up 
that the drive-in charged 
by the car and not the 
number of occupants. 
Grandpa Mac was not 
a good role model when 
he did this, but he was 
always lots of fun and 
gave a laughable memo-
ry for my cousin and me. 
Funny—I do not remem-
ber any of the shows on 
the big screen.

Soon, The Dixie offered 
us the option of sitting 
in our cars to watch a 
“picture show,” often a 
doubleheader. I think it 
was simply named The 

Dixie Drive-In and was 
on U.S. 80 West on the 
outskirt of town. Cars 
pulled in beside a post 
that held the speaker 
which you hung on part-
ly rolled down window. 
Occasionally, a viewer 
would forget about the 
speaker and drive away, 
pulling post and speak-
er. The concession stand 
was visited frequently 
for the world’s best pop-
corn.

In my SHS days, it was 
recreation for dates and 
for a friend who could 
drive to load up the car 
for a “picture show” at 
the drive-in. Again, I do 
not remember any of the 
shows.

When the 56 drive-

in opened, I was living 
in Atlanta. I only came 
home for short visits and 
did not spend my time at 
the walk-in or drive-in. 
Someone else will have 
to write about the that.

The demise of drive-
ins came with television. 
Nothing could compete 
with staying home and 
watching your choice 
of program at no cost. 
In driving down to 
Swainsboro, I always 
watch for an old, large, 

block structure on the 
outskirt of Greenwood, 
South Carolina that once 
held a big screen. This 
stands in a field covered 
with kudzu and brush. 
As kudzu will do, it is 
creeping over the screen.

Now the large theaters 
are closed because, we 
must avoid crowds and 
close encounters. Isn’t 
this an opportunity for 
revival of drive-ins?

Shirley can be reached at 
sptwiss@gmail.com.

Editorials Columns
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Drive-in movies

Dick 
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Long—shot candidate trying to hack through political jungle
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Berkley Brown
This week’s Cook of 
the Week is Berkley 
Faith Brown, 4-year-
old daughter of Bri-
anna and Kenny 
Brown. She is a K4 
student at DEA and 
member of Hillcrest 
Baptist Church. Berk-
ley loves to cook and 
help her mama in the 
kitchen. Her favor-
ite things to make are 
sweet desserts! She 
has mastered measur-
ing, pouring, cracking 
an egg, and working 
her KitchenAide mix-
er. Berkley loves all 
animals, especially 
her pets. She also en-
joys being outdoors, 
spending time with 
family and friends, 

music, and dancing at 
SDC. Don’t mention it 
to her if you borrow a 

recipe; she wants her 
recipes to remain a se-
cret!

From the kitchen of Berkley

Heavenly Pound Cake

• 1.5 c. unsalted butter, softened
• 3 c. sugar
• 5 large eggs
• 3 c. all-purpose soft wheat flour
• 1 tsp. baking powder
• 1/4 tsp. salt
• (1) 5-oz. can evaporated milk
• 2/3 c. heavy cream
• 2 Tbsp. vanilla extract
• 1 tsp. almond extract

Preheat oven to 350º. Grease and flour a 10” tube pan. Beat butter in 
mixer for 6 minutes until fluffy. Gradually add sugar and beat. Add 
eggs one at a time. Combine flour, baking powder, and salt. Com-
bine evaporated milk and heavy cream. Alternating flour mixture 
and cream mixture, add to butter mixture, ending with flour, beating 
at a slow speed. Stir in vanilla and almond extracts, then pour into 
prepared pan and bake for 60 to 75 minutes. Cool on rack for 1 hour 
and enjoy!

Jiffy Cake Mix Cobbler

• 1 box Jiffy cake mix
• 1 large can of peaches or pears or 3 c. fresh berries, peaches or pears
• 1 stick of butter melted
• 1 tsp. cinnamon

• 1 box of cake mix of choice (red velvet, chocolate, or funfetti) baked 
and prepared per box directions
• 1 block cream cheese
• 1 block almond bark

After baking cake in sheet pan, allow to cool. Crumble cake into large 
bowl. Mix with cream cheese until Play-Doh-like consistency. Roll 
into quarter-size balls. Cool on sheet pan covered in wax paper in re-
frigerator. Dip cake balls in almond bark. Before allowing to harden, 
sprinkle with decorative sprinkle to coordinate any occasion.

Cake Balls

Preheat oven to 375º. Pour fruit of choice in bottom of 8”x8” glass 
dish. Cover with dry cake mix. Pour melted butter over top. Sprinkle 
cinnamon and sugar over entire dish. Bake covered with tin foil for 
30 minutes. Uncover and bake for additional 10 minutes. Enjoy with 
Cool Whip or vanilla ice cream.

From the kitchen of Berkley

From the kitchen of Berkley

Dear Savvy Senior,
All this horrible coro-

navirus carnage got me 
thinking about my own 
end-of-life decisions if I 
were to get sick. Can you 
recommend some good 
resources that can help 
me create a living will or 
advance directive, or other 
pertinent documents? I’ve 
put it off long enough.

Almost 70
Dear Almost,
Creating a living 

will (also known as 
an advance directive) 
is one of those things 
most people plan to do, 
but rarely get around 
to actually doing. 
Only about one-third 
of Americans current-
ly have one. But the 
cold hard reality of 
the novel coronavirus 
may be changing that. 
Here’s what you should 
know along with some 
resources to help you 
create an advance direc-
tive.

Advance Directives
To adequately spell 

out your wishes regard-
ing your end-of-life 
medical treatment are 
two key documents: 
A “living will” which 
tells your doctor what 
kind of care you want 
to receive if you become 
incapacitated, and a 
“health care power of 
attorney” (or health care 
proxy), which names a 
person you authorize to 
make medical decisions 
on your behalf if you 
become unable to.

These two docu-
ments are known as an 
“advance directive,” 
and will only be uti-
lized if you are too ill 
to make medical deci-
sions yourself. You can 
also change or update 
it whenever you please.

It isn’t necessary to 
hire a lawyer to prepare 
an advance directive. 
There are free or low-
cost resources available 
today to help you create 
one, and it takes only a 
few minutes from start 
to finish.

One that I highly rec-
ommend that’s com-
pletely free to use is My 

Directives (MyDirec-
tives.com). This is an 
online tool and mobile 
app that will help you 
create, store and share 
a detailed, customized 
digital advance direc-
tive. Their easy-to-use 
platform combines eight 
thoughtful questions to 
guide you through the 
process. If you’re not 
computer savvy, ask a 
family member or trust-
ed friend to help you.

The advantage of hav-
ing a digital advance 
directive versus a paper 
document is being able 
to access it quickly and 
easily via smartphone, 
which is crucial in 
emergency situations 
when they’re most often 
needed.

If, however, you’d 
rather have a paper doc-
ument, one of the best 
do-it-yourself options 
is the Five Wishes 
advance directive (they 
offer online forms too). 
Created by Aging with 
Dignity, a nonprofit 
advocacy organiza-
tion, Five Wishes costs 
$5, and is available in 
many languages. To 
learn more or to receive 
a copy, visit FiveWishes.
org or call 850-681-2010.

Another tool you 
should know about 
that will compliment 
your advance directive 
is the Physician Orders 
for Life-Sustaining 
Treatment, or POLST 
(sometimes called Med-
ical Orders for Life-Sus-
taining Treatment, or 
MOLST). A POLST form 
translates your end-of-
life wishes into medical 
orders to be honored by 
your doctors. To learn 
more about your state’s 
program or set one up, 
see POLST.org.

Readers should also 
know that if you’ve 
already prepared 
an advanced direc-
tive paper document, 
a POLST form or the 
VA advance directive 
form 10-0137, you can 
upload, store and share 
these documents too at 
MyDirectives.com.

And finally, to ensure 

your final wishes are 
followed, make sure to 
tell your family mem-
bers, health care proxy 
and doctors. If you 
make a digital advance 
directive or have 
uploaded your existing 
forms, you can easily 
share them electronical-
ly to everyone involved. 
Or, if you make a paper 
advance directive that 
isn’t uploaded, you 
should provide every-
one copies to help pre-
vent stress and argu-
ments later.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior, 
P.O. Box 5443, Norman, 
OK 73070, or visit Savvy-
Senior.org. Jim Miller is 
a contributor to the NBC 
Today show and author of 
“The Savvy Senior” book.

Savvy Senior: What to know about 
advance care planning in the age of 
coronavirus
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EGSC welcomes back students
It’s been over four 

months since East 
Georgia State College 
(EGSC) has seen stu-
dents on campus because 
of COVID-19. In March, 
students at EGSC and 
other University System 
of Georgia (USG) col-
leges and universities 
transitioned to an online 
format to finish out the 
spring semester. This 
was done to keep stu-
dents, faculty and staff 
safe and in an effort to 
try to stop the spread of 
COVID-19.

On August 10 the 
EGSC-Augusta cam-
pus began classes on 
the Augusta University 
campus. The EGSC-
Statesboro and the main 
campus in Swainsboro 
began on August 17. 

   Over the summer 
EGSC has been working 
to come up with a safe 
plan as students return 
for the fall semester. 
Protective face cover-
ings are now required 
in all campus buildings 
where there isn’t enough 
space to social distance. 
Classrooms and other 
areas have been moved 
around so students can 
be a safe distance apart. 
Extra hand sanitizing 
stations have been added 
around campus along 
with signs notifying stu-
dents and employees of 
all the new rules on cam-
pus. The EGSC webpage 
now has an online form 
for students and employ-
ees to fill out if they have 
COVID-19 symptoms 
or have been exposed 
to someone who may 
have COVID-19. There 
are many other changes 
being made on campus 
including hybrid class-
es, event location chang-
es, and dining services 
changes. 

The first students to 
experience these chang-
es were the students 
who moved into the 
on-campus residence 
halls, Bobcat Villas, on 
the Swainsboro campus. 
Students began moving 

in August 7 and contin-
ued through August 15. 
Allowing for more hous-
ing move in days gave 
students a more stag-
gered move in process to 
keep the number of peo-
ple in a particular place 
at one time as low as 
possible. 

When moving into 
Bobcat Villas, students 
were given a set time to 
move in and were only 
allowed to bring two 
people to help them 
move in. Everyone mov-
ing in or helping with 
move in were required 
to wear protective face 
coverings and social dis-
tance as much as possi-
ble. 

Each semester during 
the first week of classes, 
EGSC Student Life plans 
events for the students 
on campus to enjoy. This 
semester the events were 
planned and modified 

with social distancing 
guidelines in mind. On 
Monday, August 17 the 
Daytime Kickback was 
held for students to 
have some fun on the 
first day of classes. Water 
gun wars, sno cones, 
popcorn, dancing and 
fun was had by all. On 
Tuesday students were 
able to enjoy a snapshot 
scavenger hunt where 
they would solve clues 
and take photos to win 
the contest. Wednesday 
was street signs day. This 
event is always a favorite 
of students. Each student 
that attends the event 
will get to make a per-
sonalized street sign that 
they can take with them. 
On Friday the events will 
wrap up with the EGSC 
Power Hour. Grab bags, 
cupcakes, popcorn and 
sodas will be served to 
students. 

STUDENT MOVING IN

MORE STUDENTS MOVING IN TO DORMS

EGSC STUDENTS WALKING CAMPUS

STUDENTS ENJOYING DAYTIME KICKBACK

BOBCATS WEARING MASKS
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Lady Dawgs off to a slow start
by RON WEATHER-

FORDWith 4 complete 
games under their belt the 
ECI softball team begins 
the season with a 1-3 re-
cord.

The Lady Dawgs have 
been without their all-
state pitcher for two of 
those games.  Clifton re-
turned to action Monday, 
August 17 against Vida-
lia.  Results will be in next 
week’s edition of The For-
est Blade.

The Lady Dawgs began 
the season playing high-
er class schools warming 
up for region play.  The 
first weekend of the sea-
son had them playing in 
the Tattnall Co. Tourna-
ment.  They lost the first 
game to Pierce Co. 5-3 and 
Apalachee 8-0 in the sec-
ond game.

ECI was leading 4-0 in 
the bottom of the second 
inning in a game against 
Johnson Co. on August 10, 
but the game was called 
because of rain and light-
ning.

They played a rainout 
make-up game on August 
11 against Long Co., los-
ing to the Blue Tide 11-7.

On Thursday, August 
13 they played their home 
opener against Swains-
boro, defeating the Tigers 
in extra innings 13-12.

Neither pitcher was 
confusing any batters with 
both teams combining for 
33 hits, 18 for the Bulldogs 
and 15 for the Tigers.

The Tigers scored the 
first run of the game in 

the top of the first. ECI 
answered back putting 2 
runs on the board in the 
first for a 2-1 score in the 
opening inning.

With ECI leading 6-3, 
Swainsboro plated 5 runs 
in the top of the sixth for 
an 8-6 lead. ECI took back 
the lead in the bottom of 
the inning scoring 3 more 
runs to make the score 9-8 
after four innings.

Trailing 11-9 in the bot-
tom of the seventh inning, 
the Bulldogs sent the game 
into extra innings, scoring 
two for a 11-11 tie.

The Tigers took the lead 
in the top the eighth on 
just one hit to make the 
score 12-11.

With one out in the bot-
tom of the inning Semya 
Williams singled.  With 
two outs and the game 
on the line Kelsey Harp-
er doubled and one bat-
ter later Jelsey Snellgrove 
ended the game with a 

walk off double of her 
own and a 13-12 win for 
the Bulldogs.

Leading hitters for the 
Bulldogs were Kelsey 
Harper 5-6 (2DBL), Macy 
Canady 4-5, Jelsey Snell-
grove 3-4 (DBL) and Se-
mya Williams 2-5.  Four 
other Bulldogs had one hit 
each.

Sullie Bodiford took the 
win in the circle for the 
Bulldogs pitching all 8 
innings allowing 15 hits, 
with two strikeouts and 4 
walks.

The Lady Dawgs will 
not be home again until 
August 25 against Jenkins 
Co.  ECI played Indians in 
Vidalia on Monday Au-
gust 17 and will play in 
Waynesboro against Burke 
Co. tomorrow (Thursday).  
They will also be playing 
in the Crisp Co. Tourna-
ment in Cordele this Fri-
day and Saturday.

HARPER GUNS A TIGER OUT AT FIRST

DBC, Inc. of Twin 
City to host 
blood drive

Durden Banking Company Inc. of Twin City 
announces an upcoming Red Cross blood drive 
set for Monday, August 31, from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. Appointments are strongly suggested and 
can be made by using sponsor code DURDEN 
online at www.redcrossblood.org. 

Question: What is IOB?
Answer: 
You might’ve heard 

of “IOT,” or “Internet 
Of Things,” by now. A 
newer term in existence 
today is “IOB,” which 
stands for “Internet Of 
Bodies.”

Yep, as hard as it is 
to believe, many people 
now have parts of their 
bodies on the internet, 
and our bodies are con-
trolled through IOB.

Some devices implant-
ed into your body can 
connect to the internet or 
to a network to be con-
trolled. These are consid-
ered IOB devices. This 

technology moves us 
closer to bionic bodies.

Currently, these devic-
es are medical in nature. 
Examples include pace-
makers, hearing aid 
implants, insulin pumps, 
and medication pumps, 
among other similar 
items. These devices can 
now be controlled wire-
lessly or by devices con-
nected via the internet.

There is concern in 
the cybersecurity and 
IT security communi-
ty about how to make 
these devices safer from 
both physical and cyber 
IT threats. No harm 

has been reported yet, 
but security personnel 
all over are working to 
improve the physical and 
cyber security aspects of 
these devices.

These devices are 
life-saving and improve 
the quality of life for 
people. However, as a 
class of devices on and 
inside us, our bodies 
need security, too. 

Send me your ques-
tions about computers to 
me at the paper or to my 
e-mail dwight@dwight-
watt.com and tell me you 
read this in this paper. 
I will pick a question to 

answer each week.
Dwight Watt does com-

puter work for businesses, 
individuals and organi-
zations and teaches about 
computers at a college. 
His webpage is www.
dwightwatt.com His e-mail 
address is dwight@dwight-
watt.com.
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Sheriff’s Reports
According to the 

Emanuel County Sheriff’s 
Office…

 August 5
Officer took a statement 

form complainant who 
stated he had a verbal 
altercation in the parking 
lot of Citizens Bank. 

 August 6
Officer was dispatched 

to an Old McLeod Bridge 
Rd. address in reference 
to an ATV theft.

 August 7
Complainant con-

tacted offender several 
times about damages to 
his rental property and 
has been threatened by 
offender.  Complainant is 
in the process of evicting 
the offender.

Complainant stated 
limbs from a pine tree 
on victims land fell onto 
her property, damaging a 
handi house, shelter, and 
fence.  

 August 8
Officer responded to 

Dellwood Cemetery to 
a complaint of damaged 
property.  Upon arrival, 
officer met with com-
plainant and noticed 
the victims name had 
been spray painted in 
an attempt to cover up a 
name.  Complainant stat-
ed the offender had been 
making threats for the 
last few months, advising 
the victim that she need-
ed to remove the head-
stone off her land or she 
would remove it herself.  

Complainant stated 
someone backed into her 
rear driver side bumper 
causing moderate dam-
age.

Deputy met with vic-
tim who stated a guy 
had been baiting his dog 
to leave the yard and 
believes he stole his dog 
throughout the night.

 August 9
Complainant stated 

when she went to pick 
up her kids from their 
father’s residence he 
threatened to shoot her 
boyfriend in the 
head, and it’s not the first 
time he’s made threats 
towards them.

 August 10
Complainant stated 

that her father refuses to 
return her .22 rifle given 
to her by her mother. 

Complainant stated 
that she let her dog out 
and was not able to find 
her, but has a person of 
interest as to who may 
have taken it.

 August 12
Officer responded to an 

Old Garfield Rd. address 
in reference to a miss-

ing nine month old child, 
which turned out to be a 
child custody case.

Officer responded to an 
Old McLeod Bridge Rd 
address in reference to 
an animal collision that 
escalated into an alterca-
tion.  

Officer took a report 
regarding harassment 
by phone.  Complainant 
stated she currently has 
a protective order in 
place against the offend-
er.  Offender has been 
calling the complainants 
cellphone leaving mes-
sages as well as send-
ing Facebook messages.  
Complainant also stated 
the offender admitted 
in a voicemail that she 
stole her mail and took 
a check.  She also stated 
that the offender stole her 
social security number 
and sent it to someone on 
Facebook.

Officer was dispatched 
to a Hwy 80 E. location in 
reference to aggravated 
assault/battery.

Complainant called 
and stated to deputy that 
her landlord had allowed 
a couple to pitch a tent 
and park a vehicle on the 
land that she was renting.  

Sheriff’s office received 
a call advising offender 
was at a known location 
and was ready for pick 
up.

 August 13
Deputies responded to 

a Quail Ridge apartment 
in reference to a hit and 
run.

Complainant contacted 
the Sheriff’s office advis-
ing that someone went 
into her shed on Harrison 
Dr. and took some tools 
that belonged to her late 
husband.

Complainant stated 
that someone has used 
her and her husbands 
business account to make 
a transaction online at 
Best Buy in the amount 
of $1403.99.

 August 14
Deputy met with vic-

tim that stated someone 
stole his ID then opened 
a credit card under his 
name and made a trans-
action for $2477.52.

Deputy received a call 
from complainant stating 
that he ordered a tele-
vision online and never 
received it.  Complainant 
was advised by the 
offender to get a report 
in order to be refunded 
$701.99.

Officer responded to a 
Oak Grove Church Rd. 
address in reference to a 
possible domestic.  Upon 

arrival, complainant 
advised that the offender 
had punched her in the 
throat and left the scene.  

Officer was dispatched 
to Hwy 297 in reference 
to a vehicle striking a tree 
caused from hydroplan-
ing.

 August 15
Victim stated that he 

accidentally discharged 
his .22 short revolver 
into his right calf, but 
did not appear to have a 
life threatening gun shot 
wound but was trans-
ported to AU to have the 
slug removed.

Deputies responded to 
a King Circle Dr. address 
in reference to a male 
subject attempting to 
go inside complainant’s 
residence.  Upon arriv-
al, deputies made con-
tact with the offender at 
which time they knew 
he was highly intoxicat-
ed.  Offender thought he 
was at his residence and 
didn’t understand why 
they wouldn’t let him 
in.  Offender then tore 
the door handle off the 
screen door on the front 
porch and proceeded to 
walk past deputies to go 
to another door, at which 
time he was detained.

Officer responded to an 
Old Nunez Rd. location 
in reference to a single 
vehicle accident.  Upon 
arrival, deputy was 
informed that a deer dart-
ed in front of the vehicle 
and the driver tried to 
avoid hitting it and lost 
control, running into the 
ditch.

Deputy responded to a 
Big Creek Rd. address in 
reference to a single vehi-
cle accident.  Upon arriv-
al, deputy made contact 
with the driver who stat-
ed she struck a tree that 
was cross the roadway.

Deputy was dispatched 
to a Friendship Church 
Rd. residence in reference 
to a domestic dispute.  

Deputies responded to 
a Hampshire Rd. address 
in reference to a stolen 
motorcycle.

Deputies assisted 
GSP with a single vehi-
cle MVA.  Victim was 
flown out to Memorial in 
Savannah.

Concerned citizen con-
tacted the Sheriff’s office 
in reference to an aban-
doned vehicle that was 
parked on the side of 
Canoochee Rd. with the 
driver’s side tires on the 
fog line.

Swainsboro Police Reports
Officers with the 

Swainsboro Police 
Department (SPD) report-
ed…

      August 9
Officer was dispatched 

to Kite Rd. for harassing 
phone calls in reference 
to a civil matter involv-
ing family land.

     August 10
Officer was dis-

patched to a W. Church 
St. apartment in refer-
ence to complainant 
being threatened and 
harassing phone calls.

Officer responded to 
Stevens Dr. in reference 
to a domestic dispute.

Complainant states 
that she left her wal-
let in the bathroom at 
WalMart and returned 
to find it gone.  

Officer was dispatched 
to a Price St. address 
in reference to criminal 
trespass.  Upon arriv-
al, officer was informed 
that the vehicle tire was 
flat and had a puncture 
mark.

Complainant stated 
that he was coming out 
of a local business and 
confronted by a male 
subject who he did not 
know at the time, but 
later found out who 
he was.  Complainant 
states that the offend-
er started screaming at 
him and using profanity.  
Complainant was able 
to get in his vehicle and 
leave without a physical 
confrontation occurred.

Officer responded to 
a business parking lot 
in reference to a vehicle 

hitting a bush and sign.
Officer responded to 

a two car accident on E. 
Main St.

Officer was dis-
patched to a private 
property in reference to 
a vehicle backing into a 
parked vehicle.

 August 11
Officer received a 

report from DFCS in ref-
erence to child moles-
tation.

Officer was dispatched 
to EMC in reference to 
complainant stating that 
her brother hit her and 
she wants a restraining 
order placed on him.

 August 12
Officer conducted a 

traffic stop due to vehi-
cle being uninsured. 

Officer was dis-
patched to an E. Main 
St. business in reference 
to harassing communi-
cations.  

Officer responded to 
a S. Main St. business in 
reference to shoplifting.  

Jail Report
The following persons have 

been booked into Emanu-
el County Jail, according to 
Emanuel County Sheriff Tyson 
Stephens, on warrants obtained 
by one of several local law en-
forcement agencies, designat-
ed by each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation (GBI); Georgia 
Department of Pardons and 
Parole (GAPP); Georgia State 
Patrol (GSP); Emanuel Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office (ECSO); 
Swainsboro Police Dept. (SPD); 
Stillmore Police Dept. (SMPD); 
Twin City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police Dept. 
(GPD); Adrian Police Dept. 
(APD); Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive Proba-
tion Service (IPS); or Probation 
Office (PROB). 

August 10
Alfredo Pablo Alfon-

so, 21, 734 Preston Circle, 
Hastonia, SC; entered 

8/10/20; Driving while 
unlicensed/expired; re-
leased 8/12/20; SPD

August 11
Shaleyah Lanae Brown, 

22, 924 Lenox Ave, Wauke-
gan, IL; entered 8/11/20; 
DUI/drugs/Seatbelt vi-
olation/Failure to main-
tain lane/Too fast for con-
ditions/VGCSA/vio ga 
control subst act; released 
8/13/20; GSP

Christopher Shane Rich-
ardson, 26, 118 Falcon Trl; 
entered 8/11/20; Driv-
ing lic susp/rev; released 
8/11/20; GSP

Chris Lee Conner, 35, 
268 Hutheson Rd, Reids-
ville; entered 8/11/20; 
Probation/superior court; 
ECSO

August 12
Corrine Nichole Jones, 

28, 2205 Outlaw Grove 
Rd, Soperton; entered 
8/12/20; Terror threats 
and acts; ECSO

Corey Best, 30, 311 Mo-
doc Rd; entered 8/12/20; 
Probation/superior court; 
SPD

August 13
Famando Shimon 

Price, 34, 367 Old Swains-
boro Rd, Twin City; en-
tered 8/13/20; Driving 
lic susp/rev; released 
8/13/20; SPD

Rodney Keith Wilson, 
62, Swainsboro; entered 
8/13/20; Simp battery/
Battery; Walk-In

Jeannice Lynn Barnes, 
58, 437 Fairground Rd; en-
tered 8/13/20; DUI/alch/
Failure to maintain lane; 
released 8/14/20; SPD

Elycia Nadine Donu, 

45, 437 Fairground Rd; 
entered 8/13/20; Driv-
ing lic susp/rev; released 
8/14/20; SPD

August 14
Antonette Tenise Cole-

man, 39, 322 S. Main St; 
entered 8/14/20; Disor-
derly conduct; released 
8/17/20; SPD

Martina Sierra Landav-
erde, 45, 215 Bell St; en-
tered 8/14/20; Expired 
tag/Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 8/14/20; SPD

Harry Lamont Carlton, 
34, 116B Racetrack St; en-
tered 8/14/20; Probation/
superior court; Walk-In

Phillip Emanuel Car-
swell, 41, 208 New St; en-
tered 8/14/20; Probation/
superior court; released 
8/16/20; Walk-In

Tanis Rebecca Foskey, 

43, 310 Advantage Ln; en-
tered 8/14/20; Probation/
superior court; Walk-In

Sean Jasper Dews, 27, 
3807 Swann Rd, Suitland, 
MD; entered 8/14/20; 
DUI/frugs/Driving while 
un l i censed/expi red/
VGCSA marijuana/poss 
less than oz/VGCSA pos-
session of drug related ob-
ject/Open container; re-
leased 8/15/20; GSP/SPD

August 15
Eric Jermaine Sapp, 39, 

3744 Woodcock Dr, Hep-
hziba; entered 8/15/20; 
DUI/alch/Driving while 
unlicensed/expired; re-
leased 8/16/20; GSP

Ronald Earl Williams, 
46, 618 Joy Ln; entered 
8/15/20; Obstr/ofc/
Public drunk; released 
8/15/20; ECSO

Corderro Javante John-
son, 33, 203 Oak Grove 
Church Rd; entered 
8/15/20; Disorderly con-
duct/Public drunk; re-
leased 8/16/20; SPD

Courtney Danielle Wilk-
erson, 20, 6603 E. College 
St; entered 8/15/20; Dis-
orderly conduct; released 
8/16/20; ECSO

August 16
William Ashely Doug-

las, 31, 54 Panther Rd; 
entered 8/16/20; Tag 
light requirements/Driv-
ing lic susp/rev; released 
8/16/20; SPD

David Johnson, 60, 770 
Ashley Pkwy, Lawrencev-
ille; entered 8/16/20; 
D U I / a l c h / H e a d l i g h t 
requirements/Driving 
lic susp/rev; released 
8/16/20; SPD

Twin City 
Police 

Reports
Officers with the Twin 

City Police Department 
(TCPD) reported…

 August 9
Officer performed a 

traffic stop in reference 
to a speeding violation. 

 Officer responded to a 
known location is refer-
ence to an acquisition of 
fuel without payment.

Officer performed a 
traficc stop in reference 
to a speeding violation.

 August 11
Officer met with com-

plainant in reference to 
a theft by taking.

Truck driver escapes serious injury in I-16 crash
by BILL CAHILL, SFD 

PIO
On Friday, August 14, 

around 4:30 a.m., county 
units were sent to I-16 east-
-bound by mile marker 87 
for a report of an 18-wheel-
er in a ditch. 

Sheriff’s deputies and 
EMS arrived to find one 
tractor trailer unit in the 
median and a second trac-
tor trailer unit in the right-
-hand breakdown lane. 
The driver of a Freightliner 
tractor was evaluated, 
treated, and released by 
EMS for a minor arm inju-
ry. The tractor was totally 
damaged when it struck 

the rear of the second trail-
er, causing damage to that 
trailer and two tires. The 
driver of the second unit 
was not injured. 

Heavy wreckers from 
Randy’s of Metter were 
required to remove both 

vehicles from the high-
way and clear the debris 
from the roadway. A DOT 
Champ unit also respond-
ed and assisted with traf-
fic control. Georgia State 
Patrol investigated the 
crash.

ONE OF THE INVOLVED 18-WHEELERs
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McLeod-Moring Camp #1386 staying active in the community
The Sons of 

Confederate Veterans 
(SCV) local McLeod-
Moring Camp #1386 
& Heritage Roses 
Chapter of the Order of 
Confederate Rose (OCR) 
have been continuing 
their mission to honor 
soldiers who fought 

during the Civil War sol-
diers buried in Emanuel 
County.  On August 
1, 2020, Commander 
Daryl Hill, David Love, 
Craig Warren, Curtis 
Hickox, and Ricky 
Winfrey members of the 
McLeod-Moring SCV 
Camp #1386 spent the 

day cleaning several 
cemeteries throughout 
the county.

On August 14, 2020, 
the Camp fulfilling a res-
olution sent from their 
National Commander 
showed appreciation to 
local Law Enforcement 
Agencies in Emanuel 

County.  Cakes were 
donated by SCV and 
OCR members and 
dropped off at the 
Swainsboro Police 
Department, Emanuel 
County Sheriff ’s 
Department & Jail, Twin 
City Police Department 
and to the Stillmore 

Police Department.  
There was an attempt to 
deliver one to the GSP 
but there was no one 
there to receive it.

Anyone who would 
like more information 
on joining the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans 
or the Order of the 

Confederate Rose can 
contact Commander B. 
Daryl Hill via email at 
cableman68@att.net.  If 
you are unsure of your 
heritage, the Camp’s 
Historian David Love 
will help trace your 
ancestry to find your 
linkage to the Civil War.

BEFORE WORK PERFORMED AFTER WORK PERFORMED

TCPD OFFICER MARCUS HARTWELL AND COMMANDER HILL AFTER WORK PERFORMED

EMANUEL COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF RECEIVE CAKES SPD CHIEF  RANDY ELLISON ACCEPTS SWEET SURPRISE FROM SVC 
AND OCR 



Each year at East 
Georgia State College’s 
Fall Workshop, faculty 
and staff come togeth-
er to meet about the 
upcoming school year. 
Due to COVID-19, the 
workshop was held vir-
tually this year using 
Zoom. During the work-
shop, the annual Service 
Excellence Awards Pro-
gram was held. 

During this program 
outstanding faculty and 
staff are acknowledged. 
Employees achieving 
service milestones are 
presented awards for 
their dedication and ser-
vice. In addition, STAR 
Staff awards are present-

ed to top staff members 
in each department and 
Distinguished Faculty 
awards are presented to 
top faculty members in 
each of the three aca-
demic schools.

The first awards given 
out, the Service Mile-
stone Awards, were for 
years of service. Jimmy 
Wedincamp was award-
ed the 20 years of ser-
vice award.

Thomas Caiazzo and 
Christi Hutchings were 
awarded for serving the 
college for 15 years.  

This year, seven peo-
ple were recognized 
for their service the 
college for 10 years: 
Joseph Canady, Valerie 
Czerny, Jeffery Howell, 
Christian Kraus, Jean 
Schwabe, Breana Sim-
mons and Angelia Wil-

liams.
Also, twelve people 

were recognized for five 
years of service: James 
Beall, Sheila Bram-
lett, Denise Daniels, 
Ben Johnson, Robert 
Mullins, Gracie Rich-
ards, Alexander Smith, 
Astraea Thigpen, Harry 
Vogel, Mary Waalkes, 
Pauline Whitaker and 
Charles Wimberly.

The next awards were 
the awards for STAR 
Staff of the Year and 
Distinguished Faculty 
Awards. The recipients 
of these awards were 
chosen by their depart-
ment heads. 

In the STAR Staff of 
the Year category, 10 
people were recognized. 
They were as follows: 
Norma Kennedy for the 
President’s Office, Greg-

ory Avra for Informa-
tion Technology, John 
Rincon for Plant Opera-
tions, Harley Strickland 
Smith for Institutional 
Advancement, Denise 
Daniels for Athletics, 
Gracie Richards for 
Business Affairs, Glo-
ria Robinson for the 
EGSC-Statesboro cam-
pus, Rendell Cordova 
for the EGSC-Augusta 
campus, Theresa Davis 
for Academic Affairs 
and Veronica Cheers for 
Student Affairs.

The next awards 
given out were the 
Distinguished Facul-
ty Awards. The Distin-
guished Faculty of the 
Year Award is selected 
from exceptional facul-
ty who show innovation 
in instruction, commit-
ment to student success, 
and contribution to the 
mission and goals of the 
college.

Mark Hovind and 
Walter Mason were rec-
ognized for the School 
of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. For the 
School of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences, 
Patrice Pierce and Fang 
Xie were recognized.

EGSC’s success as 
an access institution 
is strengthened by its 
dedicated faculty and 
staff, who are focused 
on helping every stu-
dent achieve a college 
degree. EGSC would 
like to thank the faculty 
and staff for their hard 
work each year.
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Hansley goes to Capitol Hill
Mikella Hansley was 

one of only 55 people 
chosen for the presti-
gious “Congressional 
Black Caucus Founda-
tion Inc. Summer Intern-
ship Program”. She is 
the first African Ameri-
can female from Swains-
boro to complete this 
program and be selected 
for it twice out of thou-
sands of people across 
the country.

According to the orga-
nization’s website, The 
Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation, 
Incorporated (CBCF) 
Leadership Institute for 
Public Service offers 
fellowships, intern-
ships and scholarships 
to equip the next gen-
eration of leaders for 
careers in public service. 
Through the Leadership 
Institute for Public Ser-
vice, CBCF fellows and 
interns work on Capitol 
Hill and in federal agen-
cies; attend seminars led 
by policy experts; and 
gain first-hand lead-
ership experience by 
working with and learn-
ing from members of 

the Congressional Black 
Caucus (CBC) and other 
leaders in Washington, 
D.C.

Before Congressman 
John’s Lewis death, she 
had an opportunity to 
be interviewed by his 
office. She was also able 
to interact with other 
famous congress mem-
bers such as Angela Rye. 
She had the opportunity 
to work on a group pre-
sentation project where 
she and her team cre-
ated a bill to prevent 
hate crimes. She had the 
chance to write a con-
gressional statement, a 
briefing memorandum 
on Covid-19, and she 
delivered a floor speech 
with policy implications 
for a mock congress 
assignment. Hansley 
learned so much about 
issues plaguing her the 
African American com-
munity that she was not 
aware of.

Hansley said the 
internship challenged 
her and pushed her to 
reach a higher level. 
Hansley expressed that 
she is very grateful to 

have had this opportu-
nity to complete a paid 
internship in the midst 
of a pandemic. She plans 
to continue gaining as 
much knowledge and 
wisdom about govern-
mental affairs to com-
plete her goal of work-
ing in law enforcement. 
It is her desire to bring 
more awareness to the 
underrepresented Afri-
can American commu-
nity.

Hansley plans to incor-
porate how to receive 
a CBCF internship into 
Mikella Educates (Col-
lege Success Work-
shops). She said she real-
izes any time she makes 
history that the accom-
plishment is bigger than 
her. She always wants to 
use the resources she is 
given to help others. As 
the CBCF motto states I 
lead. I serve.

M i k e l l a ’ s 
CBCF Biography: 
Mikella Hansley, is a 
native of Swainsboro. 
Hansley began college at 
East Georgia State Col-
lege in the Fall of 2016. 
While at EGSC, she was 

a member of the Stu-
dent Government Asso-
ciation. She graduated 
in 2018 and continued 
her education at Mid-
dle Georgia State Uni-
versity. She graduated 
with a bachelor of sci-
ence in criminal justice 
early, with honors, and 
debt--free from Middle 
Georgia State University 
in December 2019. She 
was very involved in the 
Criminal Justice Club, 
Phi Theta Kappa, and 
the Ambassadors. She 
worked directly with the 
mayor and college pres-
ident through her role 
as Vice President and 
Homecoming Queen of 
the Student Government 
and was chosen for the 
prestigious “All USA” 
Award from college pres-
ident and senators. She 
is a Christian motiva-
tional speaker. Through 
“Mikella Speaks” and 
ministry “Millennial For 
Christ” she has reached 
over 12,000 people in 24 
nations. 

In June 2020, she was 
featured in “The Word 
Network” magazine. 

She is the first Swains-
boro CTAE Video suc-
cess story and the first 
from her hometown to 
speak to an intergenera-
tional group of students 
and women at KYP and 
from the Oprah Winfrey 
Leadership Academy in 
two cities in South Afri-
ca (Soweto and Johan-
nesburg). She is the first 

African American female 
to receive an internship 
with the CBCF from her 
hometown. She desires 
to bring more awareness 
to the underrepresented 
African American com-
munity. She has served 
as an intern for the Con-
gressional Black Caucus 
Foundation.

HANSLEY RECIEVES PLAQUE

Annual recognition program held at EGSC

Swainsboro Presbyterian announces Adopt a Senior program
Senior residents of 

Swainsboro Presbyterian 
Apartments have 
began their 6-month of 
non-essential visitors. 
Donations of masks, 
hand sanitizer, and toi-
let paper have been gen-
erously received from 

local businesses and 
families. Some residents 
of the senior apartments 
are fortunate to receive 
brief visits from family 
members through the 
window as groceries and 
medicines are dropped-
off. However, not all resi-

dents are as fortunate.
With supplies already 

on hand, apartment com-
plex management states 
that the only donations 
really needed at this time 
by residents is nothing 
other than support and 
love, and encourages all 
Emanuel County citi-
zens, city police, sheriff 
department, EMT’S, fire 
departments, doctors, 

pharmacies, and other 
interested parties to 
adopt a senior.

 “God has kept 
His hand on the 
Swainsboro Presbyterian 
Apartments, and so far, 
we have been bless-
ed with zero cases of 
COVID-19. I keep telling 
residents that, maybe, it 
won’t be too much lon-
ger before the pandemic 

is over, but, for in the 
meantime, the residents 
could really benefit from 
the adoption program. 
I look forward to see-
ing the support and love 
received by our residents 
from participating par-
ties” stated administra-
tor Dana Flanders.

By adopting a senior, 
participants are asked to 
perform simple gestures 

to lift the spirits of senior 
residents such as mail-
ing sweet cards, painting 
a picture, being a secret 
pen pal, or providing 
gifts like gift cards, word 
puzzles, flowers, etc. 

For addition-
al information on 
Swainsboro Presbyterian 
Apartments’ Adopt a 
Senior program, contact 
478-237-3511.
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale • Yard and estate 

sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals • Help wanted • Services offered

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

HOLSONBACK RENT-
ALS LLC :  Homes 
- Apartments - Stor-
age Units.  342 W 
Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — The 
Emanuel County Animal 
Shelter has chocolate lab 
mix males, female Aus-
tralian cattle dog mixes, 
male pointer, several bull-
dogs, and a lot of shepherd 
mixes (male and female).
   We have lots of great 
family dogs as well 
as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always in need 
of donations of canned and 
bagged dog food. We appre-
ciate any and every donation.
   If you are missing a 
dog or have found a dog, 
please call the shelter at 
478-237-4040 to report it.
   Visit us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/Emanu-
elCountyShelter or visit our 
visitor website, www.petstab-
lished.com/organization/1760/, 
to view our adoptable dogs.
   Adoption fee is $35. This 
goes to pay for part of the 
spaying/neutering cost. The 
other $30 must be paid to 
the vet, by the owner after 
it has been spayed or neu-
tered. Please call the shel-
ter for details. Come visit 
our adoptable dogs at 343 
Market St. in Swainsboro.
     We are open Monday through 
Friday, 8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

RENT TO OWN:  
2BDR/1B Just REMOD-
ELED Mobile Home 
on 1 Acre Outside City 
Limits of Swainsboro.  
$2,500 - $5,000 down, 
$550 + $100 Per Month 
Towards Purchase.  
Call 478.227.7295.

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER NEED-
ED: Full Time 9:00AM-
5:00PM Monday-Friday. 
$400/week.  Must be 
able to pass a crimi-
nal check, have CPR & 
First AID certification. 
Must be able to assist 
in lifting. Must have 
transportation. Will be 
trained by a behavior 
analyst and will take 
data daily. Send resume 
with references to:  PO 
Box 938, Swainsboro.

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not knowingly 
accept advertisements that 
discriminate, or intend to dis-
criminate, on any illegal basis, 
nor do we knowingly accept 
employment advertisements 
that are not bona-fide job of-
fers. All real estate advertise-
ments are subject to the Fair 
Housing Act. We do not accept 
advertising that is in violation 
of the law. The law prohibits 
discrimination based on color, 
religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND A COPY OF A 
DOCUMENT, LETTER, ETC., 
TO SOME PLACE IN A HUR-
RY? The Forest-Blade can do 
the job for you in minutes with 
its fax machine. We can also re-
ceive copies of documents. For 
more information come by our 
office on West Moring Street.

MISC FOR SALE

Pinestraw for sale:  
1-50 bails for $2.25 per 
bail.  51+ bails for $2.00 
per bail.Can be picked 
up at the end of Mul-
let Rd in Oak Park.

4BDR/2B.  $650 
dep/$650 mth.
4BDR/1B locat-
ed in Midville.  $625 
dep/$625 mth.
4BDR/2B on Lake 
Luck.  $950/mth.
4BDR/2B located on 
Lake Collins in Portal.  
$750 dep/$750 mth.
HELP WANTED:  
Sheetrock, trim, & 
plumber workers.  
Call 478.299-8722 
for all the above.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Call Melva 
at 478-237-9971 

to help 
sell your 

unwanted 
items!

YARD SALE

NO SALE YARD SALE:  
Everything is FREE!  Sat, 
Sept. 12th from 10am - 
1pm at Friendship Bap-
tist Church in Twin City.
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Legals
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 

F EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE OF 
GEORGIA

IN RE:  ESTATE OF 
LULA PAUL ROBERTS,            

ESTATE NO. 20E0078
D E C E A S E D P E T I T I O N 

FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION NOTICE

TO: ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES and to whom it may concern:

MICHAEL WAYNE ROBERTS 
SR. has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the estate of LULA 
PAUL ROBERTS deceased, of said 
County.  (The Petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-
261.)  All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said Petition 
should not be granted.  All objections to 
the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. AUGUST 24, 2020.  

BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the Petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of 
any such objections.  All objections 
should be sworn to before a notary 
public or 

bfore a Probate Court Clerk, and 
filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qualify 
to file as an indigent party.  Contact 
Probate Court personnel for the 
required amount of filing fees.  If 
any objections are filed, a hearing 
will be scheduled at a later date. If no 
objections are filed, the Petition may 
be granted without a hearing. 

DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By:Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 

EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA

IN THE INTEREST OF:
I.H., SEX M, DOB 06/02/2005,          

CASE# 
A. L., SEX F, DOB: 04/04/2007, 
Children Under 18 Years of Age  
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO:  Lashim Lopez, James Hullett, 

Eric Lopez, and Any Unknown bio-

logical, legal, putative father of 
the above named children born to 
Lashim Lopez at Emanuel Medical 
Center in Swainsboro, Georgia 
and the Burke Medical Center in 
Waynesboro, Georgia

You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been brought 
by the Emanuel County Department 
of Family and Children Services, and 
the Georgia Department of Human 
Services, seeking to terminate your 
parental rights with regard to the 
above referenced child; that said 
action has been filed in the Juvenile 
Court of Emanuel County, Georgia; 
and that by reason of an Order for 
Service of Summons by Publication 
dated _July 22, 2020, you are hereby 
notified that you may obtain a copy 
of the petition from the Clerk of the 
Juvenile Court of Emanuel County, 
Georgia and may file with the Clerk of 
said Court  and serve upon Marnique 
Oliver, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose 
mailing address is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. 
Racetrack Street, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401, an answer to the petition at any 
time prior to the Final Hearing.  

You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this court 
on the __8th _ day of October_, 2020 
at the EMANUEL County Courthouse 
in Swainsboro, Georgia at 10:00 a.m., 
for a FINAL HEARING and show 
cause, if any you have, why the relief 
requested in the petition should not be 
granted. You are hereby commanded 
and required to appear before this 
Court at said final hearing or the 
findings of the Court will be made 
the permanent order of this Court 
in the above case. You must attend 
the final hearing in order to preserve 
your rights. At the final hearing you 
will be given an opportunity to show 
cause, if any you have, why the relief 
requested in the petition should not 
be granted. Prior to the Final Hearing 
a Provisional Hearing on the peti-
tion will be held before the Court 
on _September  24th__, 2020_at 10:00 
a.m. in the Juvenile Courtroom at 
the EMANUEL County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia.  

The parties notified hereby are 
entitled to legal counsel in the pro-
ceedings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.  

You are further notified that if you 
are the father of the child(ren) you will 
lose all rights to the child and will not 
be entitled to object to the termination 

of your rights to the child unless, 
within thirty days of receipt of this 
notice, you file:

A petition to legitimate the child 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 

Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 

The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the 
Final Hearing unless the party served 
by publication appears at the Final 
Hearing.  If the party served by pub-
lication fails to appear at the Final 
Hearing on the petition, the Findings 
of Fact and Interlocutory Orders made 
will become final without further evi-
dence and will be governed by the 
Juvenile Court Code as if made at the 
Final Hearing.  If the party served 
by publication appears at the Final 
Hearing, the Interlocutory findings 
and Orders shall be vacated and disre-
garded, and the hearing shall proceed 
upon the allegations of the motion.

The parties notified hereby are 
entitled to legal counsel in the pro-
ceedings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.

A copy of this petition may be 
obtained at no charge from the Office 
of the Clerk of Court between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.

This ________ day of 
___________________, 2020.

______________________________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile 

Court

|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA

In Re: Gloria Dixon              Civil 
Action File No.  2OCV191

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME

Georgia, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that 

Gloria Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon 
the undersigned, filed his petition 
to the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia on the 6th day of 
August, 2020, praying for a change 
in the name of petitioner from Gloria 
Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon to Phyllis 
Ann Franklin Dixon. Notice is hereby 
given pursuant to law to any interest-

ed or affected party to appear in said 
court and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must be 
filed with said Court within 30 days 
of the filing of said petition.

This 6 day of August, 2020.
_______________________  
Petitioner 

|
STATE OF GEORGIA COUNTY 

OF EMANUEL
IN RE: ESTATE OF GEORGE 

FRANK KIRKLAND, SR., 
DESEASED.

All creditors of the estate of Georgia 
Frank Kirkland, Sr., deceased, late of 
Emanuel County, are hereby notified 
to render their demands to Richard 
M. McNeely, attorney for Dennis Earl 
Kirkland, Executor of the George 
Frank Kirkland, Sr. Estate, at P.O. 
Box 767, Swainsboro, Georgia 30401, 
according to law, and all persons 
indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment of any 
indebtedness due the estate. This 
11th day of August, 2020.

RICHARD M. MCNEELY,
Attorney for
Dennis Earl Kirkland
Executor of the 
George Frank Kirkland, Sr. Estate
Richard M. McNeely, P.C.
P.O. Box 767
Swainsboro, Georgia 30401
(478) 237-4225

|
NOTICE TO DEBTORS 

AND CREDITORS GEORGIA, 
EMANUEL COUNTY

All persons having claims against 
the estate of M. L. Reid, a/k/a 
Maynard Lloyd Reid, Jr., are hereby 
notified to render demand upon the 
undersigned as provided by law and 
all persons indebted to M. L. Reid, 
a/k/a Maynard Lloyd Reid, Jr., are 
hereby required to make immediate 
payment to the personal representa-
tive listed below. 

This 12th of August, 2020.
Synovus Trust Company, N.A., 

Executor under the Will of  
M.L. Reid, a/k/a Maynard Lloyd 
Reid, Jr., deceased c/o Synovus Trust 
Company, N. A., 

P O Box 23024
Columbus, GA 31902-3024
Wayne Hadden, Attorney
Page, Scrantom, Sprouse, Tucker 

& Ford, P.C.
1111 Bay Avenue, Suite 300
Columbus, Georgia 31901

(706) 243-5611

|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA

BEN HENRY EASON
Plaintiff,                            
Civil Action No. 20-CV-206
v.
SANDRA KAY EASON
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SUMMOMS-

SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
TO: SANDRA KAY EASON, 

Defendant Named Above:
You are hereby notified that the 

above-styled action seeking BEN 
HENRY EASON[state the relief 
sought] was filed against you in said 
court on August 13, 2020, and that 

by reason of an order for service of 
summons by publication entered by 
the court on August 13, 2020 you 
are hereby commanded and required 
to file with the clerk of said court 
and serve upon Ben Eason, plaintiff, 
whose address is 216 Lewis St. Apt-A 
Swainsboro, Ga 30401 an answer to 
the complaint within sixty (60) days 
of the date of the order for service 
by publication. If you fail to do so, 
judgment by default will be taken 
against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint.

Witness the Honorable Robert S. 
Reeves, Judge of said Court.

This the 13th day of August, 2020.
___________________________ 
Clerk of Superior Court. 
Emanuel, County

(5263)

Family escapes from flaming structure fire in Twin City
by BILL CAHILL, SFD 

PIO
Three family members 

escaped unharmed when 
fire destroyed a portion of 
their home. At 6:49 a.m. 
on Monday, August 17, 
county firefighters and 
EMS were dispatched to 
242 Maple Street for a 
reported stove fire. 

First arriving firefight-
ers reported heavy smoke 
and fire showing from the 
rear of the house. With 
heavy black smoke bel-
lowing over their heads, 
firefighters mounted an 
aggressive interior attack 
through the front door. 
The kitchen area was 
destroyed while most 
of the building suffered 
smoke and heat damage. 
There were no injuries 
reported at the scene. 

Twin City firefighters 
were assisted by Engine 
200 and Special Ops 201 
from Swainsboro and 
Twin City Police officers.

FIREFIGHTERS MAKING INTERIOR ATTACK 
THROUGH FRONT DOOR FIREFIGHTERS RESPOND TO MAPLE STREET HOME ADDRESS



I’ve been on the inter-
net long enough to have 
seen just about every-
thing on these social 
media platforms. People 
won’t ordinarily admit 
to these kinds of state-
ments in lieu of “show-
ing their age,” but that’s 
not the case for me. I’m 
just 27; I only have the 

privilege of admitting 
this because I was born 
at just the right time and 
got to come up with the 
internet.

I can distinctly recall 
the sound of dial-up 
internet. My summers 
were filled with blog-
ging, first on Xanga, 
then on MySpace. At 

this point, I think it’s 
only fair to give a shout-
out to Tom for discreet-
ly teaching me how 
to code and filling my 
brain with useful infor-
mation, even when I 
didn’t realize it. (How 
starkly this contrasts 
to Mark Zuckerberg 
and Facebook, but I 
won’t even go there.) 
Eventually, my MySpace 
days gave way to me 
designing my own web-
site at just 14. That site 
didn’t last long at all, 
but I did it. By the time 
I entered high school, 
Facebook was all the 
rage and MySpace bit 
the dust. What’s that old 
saying…? “The more 
things change, the more 
things stay the same?” 
Sounds about right 
when we think about 
Facebook.

Twitter came into play 
around that time. I, along 
with the rest of the world, 
took up “tweeting.” 
Next came Instagram. 
I am one of the early 
users who can still recall 
the brown camera icon 
that represented “IG,” 
as it’s referred to today. 
Snapchat, oh, the infa-
mous Snapchat, came 
after Instagram. There 
was a short spell back in 
2014 and 2015 I actually 
used that app, but I rare-
ly get on it today. The 
appeal is lost on me, but 
again, I won’t go there.

TikTok is the latest 
social media platform. 
You may have seen 
news segments cen-
tered around TikTok, 
specifically talks about 
banning it here in the 
United States because of 
safety and privacy con-
cerns since the app is 
based out of China. To 
the best of my knowl-
edge, those talks have 
been suspended since 
the app’s owner is work-
ing with Microsoft on a 
deal to transfer owner-
ship. I’m praying to the 
high heavens TikTok 
doesn’t get banned, and 
if you’ve ever spent a 
good 15 minutes scroll-
ing the feed yourself, you 
understand why! Videos 
are limited to just 60 sec-
onds, although they can 
be shorter than that, and 
the algorithm uses your 
“likes” to curate specific 
videos to your taste. My 
feed is filled with deli-
cious-looking recipes, 
light-hearted pranks, 
encouraging Christian 
messages, cute dogs, 
funny jokes, singers and 
their original content, 
some infertility stuff, 
and lots of conspiracy 
theories, among a few 
other straggler subjects.

After reading all 
that, do you believe me 
when I say I’ve seen 
just about everything 
on social media? I have. 
Most of the time, what 
you encounter on social 
media is negative. I 
could dedicate an entire 
column to why I think 
that is often the case, but 
I’ll just say this: it’s so 
easy to share your opin-
ion online, insist you’re 
right, and move on. As 
hard a fact as it is to 
accept, people in gener-
al are negative, so that 
probably plays a part in 
the overall negativity of 
the internet. Now that’s 
not to say I haven’t seen 
some heartwarming 
stuff online—because I 
have!

In fact, I wrote this col-
umn to share two sto-
ries I consider uplifting. 
I hope in the end, you’ll 
understand why I call 
this piece “Harnessing 
the Power of Social 
Media.” Because that’s 
just what these two situ-
ations did.

Think about how 
difficult it is to make 
it in the music indus-
try. If you don’t know 
about the music indus-
try specifically, I guess 
you could defer to the 
entertainment industry 
as a whole. Everybody 
wants to be somebody, 
and there are so many 
talented people in this 
big ol’ world that it’s 
hard for everyone to 
find a spot in the lime-
light. Nashville remains 
the go-to spot for musi-
cians across the country. 
Priscilla Block moved 
from North Carolina 
to Music City to chase 
her dreams in 2014 and 
started working on her 
craft, playing in bars 
and networking. When 
TikTok became main-
stream, she made an 
account and eventually 
grew her following to 
330,000 followers. Today, 

she’s got almost 400,000 
followers and more than 
3 million likes across 
her 400-something vid-
eos on the app. Still, her 
music didn’t hit the air-
waves until last week. 
Block started with an 
original called “Thick 
Thighs” and released it 
on all streaming plat-
forms, then released a 
teaser just three weeks 
ago for her new song, 
“Just About Over You.” 
She released that teaser 
on TikTok and her fol-
lowers went berserk! 
Music TikTok (akin to 
Conspiracy TikTok, 
Christian TikTok, etc.) 
loved the track and 
raised money for Block 
to buy studio time to 
professionally record 
the new ballad. She pho-
tographed her album 
cover herself and hyped 
up the coming release 
on her account. By the 
time she released “Just 
About Over You” last 
Wednesday, it immedi-
ately jumped to No. 1 on 
iTunes’ all-genres chart. 
She’s been interviewed 
by CMT, Rolling Stone, 
Country Now, and sever-
al other big-name music 
reporting outlets. Bobby 
Bones, host of a radio 
talk show in Nashville, 
has invited her to come 
onto his show, and she’s 
now down in Florida 
working on more origi-
nal content and a tour-
ing arrangement.

I was already 
impressed by this par-
ticular example of 
how much power 
social media gives us. 
Thursday night, I got 
a more personal expe-
rience to add to my 
amazement.

Back in the 1980s, my 
parents found a class ring 
at a now-closed Emanuel 
County establishment. 
There wasn’t a way 
back then to track down 
the owner compared to 
social media platforms 
today. The ring directly 
got tucked away into a 
family grandfather clock 
for safekeeping and it 
stayed there until 2018 
when my husband and 
I bought our house. I 
wanted the clock as a 
decorative piece for 
my living room, so my 
oldest sister and I went 
together to transport it 
from my grandparents’ 
house to my own. While 
in route, my sister found 
the ring. The two of us 
had a conversation about 
it, then she put it into 
the center console of my 
car, where it remained 
until last week when my 
husband and I were on 
the way to town and he 
found it. Naturally, he 
was curious, so I retold 
the story to him.

The inscribed name 
read “Lisa G. Cranford,” 
a 1979 graduate of 
Jones County High 
School. We did a quick 
Google search for her, 
but the only connection 
we managed to find 
between her first name, 
maiden name, and what 
I now know is her mar-
ried name was unclear. 
Right away, we decided 
to take pictures of it and 
post it on my person-

al Facebook page. I had 
zero connections to Jones 
County but knowing my 
family’s long-time desire 
to reunite this ring with 
its rightful owner or per-
haps the owner’s fam-
ily as a second resort, 
I called for help, ask-
ing people to tag any-
one they knew from the 
Grey area and to share it 
in hopes of reaching the 
right person.

Within an hour, the 
post had 80 comments 
and around 100 shares. 
By the night’s end and 
into the morning, the 
post had 291 shares, 26 
reactions, and 126 com-
ments. Thanks to all of 
those elements, we man-
aged to find the owner 
after 40 years!

In the midst of all 
those comments, some-
one tagged Lisa’s broth-
er. (First to locate him 
was Lavonna Johnson, 
who had better luck 
with Googling the ring’s 
owner than I did.) About 
45 minutes after the post 
went up, I received a 
message from her broth-
er, Mark, who said his 
sister had, in fact, lost 
her ring “years and years 
ago.” He also told me her 
middle name. It matched 
the middle initial, which 
was a clear indicator we 
were on the right track. 
The final piece of the 
puzzle was that Lisa 
had a November birth-
day, which matched the 
citrine stone in the mid-
dle.

He put us in touch. 
I called the number he 
gave me and had to leave 
a message. Around 10:10 
that evening, I received 
a text while lying in bed. 
She introduced herself 
and described the ring to 
a tee. I asked her to call 
me, and when I heard 
the house phone ring, I 
jumped out of bed with 
excitement. For the sake 
of time and space, I’m 
going to sum up that 
phone call by saying 
this: while I certainly 
am convinced that the 
power of social media 
helped, I’m even more 
certain that my family’s 
success in reuniting that 
ring with Lisa was very 
much a God thing. I plan 
to do a more in-depth 
story on this particular 
matter when we meet to 
give it back to her; the 
relevance to Emanuel 
County requirement is 
very much fulfilled in 
that the ring was found 
here and one other spe-
cific she shared with me 
Thursday evening. For 
that reason, I don’t want 
to say too much more… 
But I’ll leave you guys 
with this: never under-
estimate the power of 
online networking. It 
might make you rich 
and famous, like Priscilla 
Block… Or it might help 
you help someone else. 
Our words are already so 
powerful. The things we 
say can never be unsaid. 
The things we put online 
are there forever, despite 
that deceitful Delete but-
ton, so make sure you’re 
harnessing social media 
for good—not evil.
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Driver seriously injured 
in Stillmore crash

by BILL CAHILL, SFD 
PIO

Remington Blake 
Lamp, age 30, of Metter, 
was recently transport-
ed to a Savannah hos-
pital following a week-
end crash. At 9:40 p.m. 
on Saturday, August 15, 
Emanuel County EMS, 
firefighters from Oak 
Park, Sheriff’s deputies, 
and Stillmore police 

were dispatched to 945 
Old Kenfield Road. 

The first arriving 
Stillmore officer report-
ed a 2017 Nissan Frontier 
pickup truck on its side 
and a power pole, trans-
former, and wires on the 
ground. 

It appears the Metter 
resident failed to nego-
tiate the curve, left the 
roadway, went airborne 

160 feet before landing 
in the front yard. It con-
tinued to then strike the 
pole and a 2016 Nissan 
Altima sedan parked in 
the yard before becoming 
wedged between several 
pine trees. A dog riding 
in the truck appeared to 
be uninjured. 

The crash was investi-
gation by Georgia State 
Patrol.

INVOLVED TRUCK

Brinson wins bike for 
participation in SPD program

Swainsboro Police 
Department has 
announced Grayson Brin-
son as the grand prize 
winner of the second 
annual Treasure Hunt for 
Kids program. 

During the month 
of July, officers with 
the Swainsboro Police 
Department hid rubber 
balls with written mes-
sages throughout the City 
of Swainsboro. Once the 
balls were hidden, clues 
were dropped on SPD’s 

Facebook page for chil-
dren to begin searching 
for the hidden balls. Once 
located, participating 
children returned the ball 
to police headquarters 
and were rewarded a sur-
prise. Following the con-
clusion of the program, 
names of participating 
children were placed in 
a random draw for an 
ultimate prize give away. 
This year’s ultimate prize 
was a blue Huffy Rock It 
bicycle.

Grayson is the 5-year-
old son of Heather and 
Ben Brinson of Swains-
boro. His favorite color is 
blue, just like the color of 
his new bike! 

When asking Grayson 
what he thought of his 
prize, he stated: “It’s 
good. I’m going to ride 
it fast!”

Grayson and his par-
ents thanked the police 
department for the prize 
as well as for hosting this 
year’s program.

SPD EMPLOYEE ZELDA SUMNER, BRINSON, 
AND SPD CHIEF RANDY ELLISON

NAACP announces 
September meeting

The Emanuel County 
Branch of the NAACP 
will hold its regular-
ly scheduled month-
ly meeting on Thurs-
day, September 10. 
The meeting will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and 
will include discus-
sion of the upcoming 
branch elections set to 
be held November 12, 
also at 6:30 p.m.  

The September meet-
ing will be held via 
Zoom but can also 
be accessed over the 
phone by calling confer-
ence number 1-646-558-
8656 and entering meet-
ing id: 867-0664-0755. 
To access the meeting 
online through Zoom, 
enter the following link 
into a web browser: 

h t t p s : / /

u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s /
j / 8 6 7 0 6 6 4 0 7 5 5 ? p -
wd=VncvdTJ1YS9Mb-
S t y a 3 h E V F A y -
Q0lzQT09#success.  

Both the zoom meet-
ing and phone con-
ference will require a 
password and can be 
obtained by calling 478-
494-5981. Be prepared to 
provide your name and 
membership ID number.
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