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DEA Junior Beta wins 
at nationals with Living 

Literature entry
David Emanuel 

Academy’s Living 
Literature entry at 
National Junior Beta 
Convention, held vir-
tually this year due 
to COVID-19, recent-

ly took first place. In 
addition to the win, the 
school was represented 
well by numerous other 
entries in other catego-
ries, including one 10th 
place finish.

The Living Literature 
team centered their cre-
ation around Dr. Seuss’ 
“How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas.” 
Bringing the entry 

LIVING LITERATURE TEAM AT WORK

SI All-American ranks 
Ced Seabrough among 

nation’s top 10 TE recruits
b y  B R E T T 

FRIEDLANDER, si.com
Cedric Seabrough, one 

half of the twin tight 
end tandem commit-

ted to NC State’s 2021 
football recruiting class, 
was named as a Sports 
Illustrated High School 

SEABROUGH GOES UP IN THE AIR 
AGAINST WASHINGTON COUNTY 

LAST SEASON

Upcoming
Events

*Listed events are 
subject to change.

2020 Water Circus 
Show

Jaycee Fairground
Aug. 13 – Aug. 16

Bees: It Is All in the 
Preparation

George L. Smith State 
Park

Aug. 19, 9 – 11 a.m.

Clothing Pantry
New Beginnings 
Worship Center
Aug. 19, 1 p.m.

Meet Watson the 
Gopher Tortoise

George L. Smith State 
Park

August 21, 10 a.m.

Clothing Pantry
New Beginnings 
Worship Center
Aug. 22, 9 a.m.

Oak Park Moonshine
Festival and Events

Oak Park
Sept. 19, 9 a.m.

Suicide Prevention 
Walk

and Celebration
Downtown Swainsboro

Sept. 26, 4 p.m.

DREAMMAKER TEAM WITH AWARD

Local remodeler gets perfect 
customer satisfaction score

DreamMaker Bath 
&  K i t c h e n 
of East Georgia has won 
one of the nation’s top 
awards for customer 
satisfaction and job 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n , 
scoring a perfect 100 by 
GuildQuality, Inc., an 
Atlanta-based third-par-
ty company that con-
ducts customer satisfac-
tion surveys.

The remodeling 
company, headquar-
tered in Swainsboro, 
received the coveted 
2020 Guildmaster with 

Highest Distinction 
Award. The award rec-
ognizes and celebrates 
remodeling profession-
als with the highest level 
of customer service and 
satisfaction within the 
U.S. and Canada.

Because of this dis-
tinction, Qualified 
Remodeler magazine incl
udd DreamMaker of Eas
t Georgia in its list of the 
Top 100 Remodelers with 
Remarkable Customer 
Satisfaction scores.

“It is an honor to be 
listed among the Top 100 

Remodelers in the coun-
try with Remarkable 
Customer Satisfaction 
scores,” said franchise 
owner Eric Anderson. 
“Customer service is 
part of our culture here 
at DreamMaker Bath 
&  K i t c h e n 
of East Georgia. It is 
obvious that this shines 
through to our clients 
by the comments and 
ratings they continue to 
give us year after year.”

In determining which 
businesses received the 

(Continued on page 2A)

(Continued on page 2A)

(Continued on page 3C)

Swainsboro native’s face 
shields helping the masses

by HALEI LAMB
Lauren Canady is 

proof you don’t have to 
make an overwhelming-
ly grand gesture during 
the pandemic to make 
a difference. Sometimes, 
less and simple are the 
way to go if you want 
to positively impact the 
most amount of people. 
She’s just 20-years-old 
and hasn’t even finished 
college, yet she’s figured 
out how to do what most 
people haven’t during 
the era of coronavirus: 
put others first—and 
doing so on a large scale. 
In short, she’s making 
see-through face shields 
for the deaf and hard of 
hearing, which is a bet-
ter alternative for that 
specific demographic 
of people than ordinary 
masks as Canady’s solu-
tion allows for lip read-
ing. The long version 
of her story, however, 

is worth a read all the 
same.

That story starts 
with an American Sign 

Language class she took 
over the summer at the 
University of Georgia, 
(Continued on page 3B)

CANADY



award, GuildQuality reviewed thousands of survey responses submitted by 
customers of Guildmaster candidates, and considered two primary metrics for 
each candidate: the percentage of customers stating they would recommend 
the business to a friend and the percentage of customers who responded.

“The primary focus of our business has always been client satisfaction,” 
added David Anderson, vice president. “As the Qualified Remodeler article 
says, client satisfaction is all about caring, and we do our best to let the 
client know that we care about them and their homes at every step during 
the remodeling process. Our clients receive that same care from every mem-
ber of our team, and that is why they continue to rate us so highly in the 
GuildQuality surveys.”

DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen is one of the nation’s leaders in the home 
remodeling industry with many of its franchises winning Guildmaster and 
other industry awards. All franchise owners and their employees adhere to 
the company’s Code of Values, a set of principles rooted on biblical values 
emphasizing honesty and integrity while creating excellent customer expe-
rience.

“Congratulations to all of you for making this list,” said DreamMaker president 

and CSO Doug Dwyer. “It speaks to your commitment to delivering top shelf 
customer service every day and living our Code of Values. Thank you for 
being part of the DreamMaker family and serving and enriching peoples’ 
lives with dignity, excellence, humility and respect while encouraging and 
inspiring others to do the same.”

About DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen
For 20 years, DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen has strived to deliver excellent 

customer service through kitchen, bath and interior remodeling. In an 
industry known for bait & switch, DreamMaker’s focus is honesty – to treat 
people with respect and integrity. Over the last two decades, this focus 
has built a reputation for serving clients through honesty and superior 
craftsmanship which has earned them a 96 percent recommendation rate 
from customers submitted by its franchisees. In addition to client satisfac-
tion, DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen has been rated as a Top 50 Franchise brand 
in Franchisee Satisfaction by Franchise Business Review six years in a row. 
Based in Waco, Texas, DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen has 36 independently 
owned and operated franchises in 22 states.
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DEA Junior Beta...

to life were Ethan 
Fields, Tucker Free, 
Bailey McNure, Peyton 
Peebles, Paxton Dixon, 
Braydon Lawson, 
Rileigh Andrews, 
Layton Terwilliger, 

Berklie Bishop, Emily 
McRae, and Myli Jane 
McCullough.

Paxton Dixon’s 
individual entry into 
Three-Dimensional 
Design took 10th place. 

Competing on behalf 

of David Emanuel 
without a place-
ment finish were: 
Tucker Free in Color 
Photography, Hensley 
Terwilliger in Jewelry, 
and Aubrey Scott in 
Digital Art.  

(From front page)

DIXON’S 
THREE-DIMENSIONAL 

DESIGN PIECE

FREE’S COLOR
 PHOTOGRAPHY ENTRY

TERWILLIGER’S 
JEWELRY PIECE

SCOTT’S 
DIGITAL 

ART ENTRY

Local remodeler gets...
(From front page)
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Active cases of coronavirus 
up to 88

by HALEI LAMB
According to the 

county commissioners’ 
noon update before 
press time Tuesday, 
August 11, the total 
active cases of COVID-
19 in Emanuel has 
increased to 88.

There have been 575 
total confirmed cases. 
Of those confirmed 
cases, 476 patients have 
recovered while 11 have 
died. Altogether, 3,649 
patients have been test-
ed; 268 of those patients 
are awaiting results.

This week’s active 
count of 88 indicates an 

increase of 32 cases from 
the previous week. 

The report on August 
4 was as follows:

• 56 active cases
• 475 confirmed cases
• 414 recovered
• 3,415 total patients 

tested
• 293 patients await-

ing results
The death count 

jumped from five to 
11 on August 10. The 
previous death count 
of five held steady 
from July 23 until this 
Monday.

The Emanuel County 
Board of Commissioners 

remains the go-to for 
the most current, cumu-
lative list of coronavi-
rus cases here locally. 
The commission works 
jointly with Emanuel 
Medical Center, East 
Georgia Healthcare 
Center, and the health 
department to provide 
an update everyday 
Monday through Friday 
at noon on Facebook. To 
receive these updates, 
follow the Emanuel 
County Board of 
Commissioners and 
turn on your notifica-
tions.

Previous Twin City Grocery 
location to house Piggly Wiggly

by WHITLEY CLIF-
TON 

A change in venue for 
the soon-to-come Twin 
City Piggly Wiggly has 
recently been announced 
by store owner Del 
Brown. 

Rather than building 
a location to house the 
small town’s new grocery 
store, the old business 
setting of Twin City Gro-
cery will be used instead, 

which corresponds well 
with the Piggly Wiggly 
motto of “Being Local 
Since Forever.”

When speaking to 
Brown on the matter, he 
reported that renova-
tions have officially be-
gun and are expected to 
last a minimum of three 
months. These renova-
tions will result in a total 
transformation of the in-
terior and exterior of the 

building and will include 
the installment of new 
meat cases and registers, 
stonework, and enlarge-
ment to the side and back 
areas of the building, just 
to name a few improve-
ments. 

The Brown Family will 
hold a grand opening 
once plans are finalized 
and complete, so be sure 
to stay tuned!

PIGGLY WIGGLY LOCATION IN TWIN CITY

Liv
e

EM
A
N
U
EL

C
O
U
N
TY

P
O

W
E

R
E

D
 B

Y
 T

H
E

 F
O

R
E

ST
-B

LA
D

E
  

| 
 E

M
A

N
U

E
L 

C
O

U
N

TY
’S

 O
F

F
IC

IA
L 

B
R

E
A

K
IN

G
 N

E
W

S 
SO

U
R

C
E

!



4A The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 12, 2020

SEND A CARD TO SOMEONE EXPERIENCING 
THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE.

Joan Bishop Funderburk, 84
D u r d e n - H u d s o n 

Funeral Directors 
announces the death 
of Mrs. Joan Bishop 
Funderburk, 84 of 
Swainsboro, on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2020 at 
Community Hospice in 
Vidalia.

Graveside services 
were held Friday, August 
7, 2020 at 11 a.m. at Hines 
Baptist Church Cemetery 
with Rev. Phil Wilson 
officiating.

The family received 
friends and family one 
hour prior to the service 
from 10 to 11 a.m. at 
Hines Baptist Church.

Mrs. Funderburk was 
born November 11, 
1935 in Summertown, 
Emanuel County to the 
late Arthur Manson and 
Myra Lee Snellgrove 
Bishop. She loved flo-
ral arranging and cross 
stitching; her pieces 
were works of art that 
she enjoyed sharing with 
those close to her. Mrs. 
Funderburk was a mem-
ber of Emanuel County 
Senior Center and Hines 
Baptist Church. In addi-
tion to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by 
her husband of 63 years, 
Charles E. Funderburk 
Sr.; son, Charles “Eddie” 
Funderburk Jr.; sister, 
Grace Fagler; and broth-
ers, Edward Bishop and 
Arthur Bishop Jr.

Survivors include 
daughters Susan Jones 
of Louisville and Amy 
Dubois (Michael Bolton) 
of Swainsboro; grand-
children Heather Jenkins 
(Scott), David Frost 
(Samantha), Tiffany 
Gauthier (Nick), Kelley 
Frost, Amber Fagler 
(Todd), Kristen Dubois 
(Sam), and Hunter Bolton 
(Kaley); great-grandchil-
dren Brack Fagler, Brody 
Fagler, Randon Durden, 
Emmalin Durden, 
Brantley Fagler, Melissa 
Mullis, Marina Gauthier, 
Lyla Gauthier, Everett 
Frost, Kirsten Bolton, 
Kennedy Bolton, and 
Jackson Bolton; sister-
in-law Frances Walden; 
brother-in-law Bobby 
Faglier; family friend 
Betty Annette Reynolds; 
and nieces, nephews, 
and extended family.

D u r d e n - H u d s o n 
Funeral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.

FUNDERBURK

June “Nunie” Lovins 
Leonard, 77

June “Nunie” Lovins 
Leonard, 77 of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, was 
born on April 12, 1943 
in Swainsboro to Gladys 
and Tom Lovins. She 
died from complica-
tions of Alzheimer’s in 
Charlotte on August 2, 
2020 surrounded by fam-
ily while listening to her 
favorite hymns.

Her ancestors were 
early settlers of Emanuel 
County, where she 
was born and raised in 
Nunez and Swainsboro. 
She loved talking about 
growing up in a small 
town and especially 
about her high school 
years at Swainsboro 
High School, Class of 
1961, where she was a 
cheerleader and on the 
homecoming court. 
After high school, she 
worked for an interior 
design business, where 
she developed an incred-
ible passion for deco-
rating that she carried 
through life. In 1966, she 
married the love of her 
life, Mike Leonard, and 
later had Michael and 
April, whom she loved 
dearly until the day she 
died. Cooking incred-
ible meals and baking 
cakes for her family and 
friends were a few of her 
greatest pleasures in life. 
Because of the expansion 
of Leonard Buildings, 
they moved to Charlotte 
in 1975.

Raised in the Baptist 
faith, she and Mike 
attended Calvary 
Church. She was always 
smiling and never left 
her house without her 
red lipstick, red nail pol-
ish, and earrings! Her 
grandchildren always 
said that “Nunie” looked 
“fancy,” especially with 
her gold jewelry and 
“leopard print” clothes 
that she was known for. 
Being a grandparent to 
her three “absolutely 
precious” grandchildren 
was her favorite pastime.

Mrs. Leonard was a 
larger-than-life charac-
ter who will be deeply 
missed by many. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, Tom and Gladys 
Hall Lovins; brother, 
Dexter Lovins; and her 
beloved husband, “Big 
Mike” Mike Leonard Sr.

She is survived by her 
children, April and John 
Tegeler and Drs. Michael 
and Anitha Leonard, all 
of Charlotte, and sister, 
Mavis and Jack Flanders 
of Swainsboro. Nunie’s 
grandchildren are S. 
Jacob Tyson Leonard, 
Elizabeth H. Tegeler, 
and Leela M. Leonard, 
all of Charlotte. Her 
surviving sisters-in-law 

are Julianne Lovins, 
Ann L. Scarboro, Helen 
Leonard, and Sandra 
Leonard. There are many 
nieces and nephews 
whom she loved dearly, 
but her nieces, Mary Ann 
Franke, Casey Flanders 
Jones, and Beth Leonard, 
were very special in her 
heart.

For the past year, Mrs. 
Leonard lived at Elmcroft 
of Little Avenue, where 
all the staff were so 
incredibly kind, car-
ing and loving to their 
“Nunie.” Hospice and 
Palliative Care Charlotte 
Region was wonderful in 
her last days to provide 
the family with much 
support and made sure 
she passed with peace 
and dignity.

There was a private 
memorial service to cel-
ebrate Mrs. Leonard’s 
life at First Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte on 
Wednesday August 5, 
2020 available online 
at https://www.first-
pres-charoltte.org/funer-
als/. Local arrangements 
include a drop-in view-
ing and visitation at 
Durden-Hudson Funeral 
Directors on August 14, 
2020 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Graveside services will 
be at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery on August 
15, 2020 at 11 a.m. with 
Rev. Jim Harrell offici-
ating. The family kind-
ly asks that masks be 
worn and encourages 
social distancing for the 
safety and well-being 
of everyone attending. 
Pallbearers will be Derek 
Lovins, Darren Lovins, 
Jonathan Lovins, Steven 
Leonard, Mickey Holder, 
and David Flanders.

The family asks dona-
tions in June’s memo-
ry be sent to the “Team 
Nunie,” c/o Alzheimer’s 
Association 4600 Park 
Road Suite 250 Charlotte, 
NC 28209 or Hospice and 
Palliative Care Charlotte 
Region, PO Box 470408, 
Charlotte, NC 28247.

Funeral arrangements 
were provided through 
McEwen Funeral Home 
in Pineville, North 
Carolina and Durden-
Hudson Funeral Home 
in Swainsboro.

LEONARD

Ellen Faircloth Payne
 Patterson, 82

Durden-Hudson Fu-
neral Directors announc-
es the death of Mrs. Ellen 
Faircloth Payne Patter-
son, 82 of Swainsboro, on 
Sunday, August 2, 2020 at 
her residence.

Graveside services 
were held Tuesday, Au-
gust 4, 2020 at 11 a.m. at 
Swainsboro City Cem-
etery with Rev. Casey 
Shaw and Rev. B. Sonny 
Mason officiating.

Pallbearers were 
Ricky Coleman, Andy 
Boatright, Greg Patter-
son, Jeff Patterson, Wade 
Bedingfield, and Chris 
Ellison.

Mrs. Patterson was 
born January 12, 1938 in 
Swainsboro, Emanuel 
County to the late Mar-
tin and Pauline Coleman 
Faircloth. A 1956 hon-
or graduate of Emanuel 
County Institute, she was 
previously employed 
with the Federal Land 
Bank, Carrlee Grocery, 
March of Dimes, Franklin 
Memorial Library, and 
retired from Mid Atlan-
tic as a food broker. Mrs. 
Patterson was a mem-
ber of Swainsboro First 
Baptist Church, a charter 
member and past presi-
dent of the Swainsboro 
Jaycettes, and co-owner 
of Payne-Schwabe Mo-
tors. Her passion was 
her family as she was a 
loving wife, mother and 
grandmother. She was 
becoming quite tech-sav-
vy on her telephone, 
learning to text family 
and friends, and enjoyed 
games, especially color 
by numbers. In addition 
to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her 
first husband, Earl Payne.

Survivors include her 
husband of 15 years, 
Douglas T. Patterson of 
Swainsboro; daughter, 
Teresa Mason (Gary) of 

Swainsboro; son, Marty 
Payne (Barbara) of Hi-
awassee; grandchildren, 
Payne Mason, Jordan 
Kelley (Tyler), and Tiffa-
ny Payne; great-grand-
children, Hollice Kelley 
and Harrison Kelley; 
step-daughter, Robin 
Hill of Social Circle; step-
sons, Greg Patterson (Ter-
ri) of Conyers and Jeff 
Patterson (GiGi) of Mon-
tezuma; step-grandchil-
dren, Anna Payne, Chan 
Patterson (Kayla), Doug-
las Patterson, Daniel 
Hill, Gregory Hill, Erin 
Marciano (Rob), Lind-
say Patterson (Storm); 
step-great-grandchil-
dren, John Roberts Payne, 
Theron Payne, Aubrey 
Patterson, Memphis Pat-
terson, Madelyn Mar-
ciano, Mason Marciano, 
Reed Patterson, Chandler 
Patterson, Maddox Pat-
terson and Dylan Dehav-
en; and nieces, nephew, 
aunts, uncle, sister-in-
law, cousins and extend-
ed family.

Should friends desire, 
memorial contribution 
may be made in her 
memory to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, 10 
Glenlake Pkwy NE, #400, 
Atlanta, GA 30328 or the 
March of Dimes, 3495 
Piedmont Rd. NE, Build-
ing 12 Suite 210, Atlanta, 
GA  30305.

Durden-Hudson Fu-
neral Directors was in 
charge of arrangements.

PATTERSON

Iva Howell Josey, 82
Ms. Iva Howell 

Josey, 82 of Adrian, 
passed away 
Wednesday, August 4, 
2020 at her residence 
following an extend-
ed illness.

Ms. Josey was born 
February 5, 1938 in 
Dublin. She was an 
interior decorator 
and could turn lit-
tle what-nots into 
beautiful things. Ms. 
Josey loved listen-
ing to music, paint-

ing, crafts, and being 
highly creative.

Survivors include 
her caregivers, Tiffany 
Lamar and Kevin 
Hutcheson, as well 
as her grandchildren, 
Lexi, Addison and 
Olen.

A private memorial 
service will be held at 
a later date.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.
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Josephine Cowart, 84
Ms. Josephine Cowart, 

84 of Wadley, passed 
away Sunday, August 2, 
2020 at Comfort Creek 
Nursing and Rehab fol-
lowing an extended ill-
ness.

Ms. Cowart was born 
December 1, 1935 to the 
late Joe Black and Alice 
Faircloth Black.  She was 
a hairdresser for 34 years 
and the first city council 
woman in Wadley. She 
loved going to karaoke 
and doing sudoku puz-
zles. Ms. Cowart had a 
special love for her chil-
dren, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. She 
enjoyed people, and she 
was a member of Saint 
Johns United Methodist 
Church. She was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents; husband of 54 
years, Cephus Cowart; 
and son, Larry Cowart.

Survivors include 
her sons, Mike (Sandy) 
Cowart, Gary (Rita) 
Cowart, and Joel (Brenda) 
Cowart, all of Wadley; 
sister, Betty (Jack) 
Rigdon of Canoochee; 
grandchildren, Michael 
Cowart, Ashley Cowart, 
DeWayne Cowart, Josh 
Cowart, Richie Cowart, 
and Melissa Cowart 
Brown; 15 great-grand-
children; and several 
nieces, nephews, and 

many friends.
Graveside service were 

held Wednesday, August 
5, 2020 at 10 a.m. at 
Saint Johns Community 
Memorial Gardens with 
Reverends Pat Holbert 
and Bob Holbert offici-
ating.

The family received 
friends Tuesday, August 
4, 2020 from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Chapman Funeral 
Home. In compliance 
with the guidelines set 
by the CDC, the 6’ rule 
was enforced during the 
visitation and service.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be 
made to Saint Johns 
Community Memorial 
Garden, C/O Ann Ware, 
1130 St. Johns Church 
Road, Wadley, GA  30477.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

COWART

Ann Slater Webster, 72
Ms. Ann Slater Webster, 

72 of Macon, passed 
away Wednesday, July 
29, 2020 at Macon Health 
and Rehab following an 
extended illness.

Ms. Webster was born 
December 10, 1947 to the 
late Millard Slater and 
Faye Edwards Slater of 
Stillmore. She gradu-
ated from ECI in 1965, 
then attended UGA 
and majored in art. Ms. 
Webster loved any type 
of art, making flower 
arrangements, and her 
grandchildren. A mem-
ber of Wesley United 
Methodist Church in 
Macon, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents; husband of 46 
years, Marvin Webster; 
and son, Michael T. 
Hinson.

Survivors include her 
son, Jonathan R. Hinson 
of Macon; grandsons, 
Michael Cody Hinson 
of Orlando, Florida and 
Christopher Jackson 
of Tennessee; broth-
er, James (Jan) Slater 
of Swainsboro; niece, 
Jessica Jami Ream; sev-
eral cousins and extend-

ed family; special family 
friend, Ken Sanders; and 
many friends.

Graveside services 
were held Saturday, 
August 8, 2020 at 1 
p.m. at Stillmore City 
Cemetery with Reverend 
Chad Kennison officiat-
ing.

The family received 
friends Saturday, August 
8, 2020 from 10 a.m. 
to noon at Chapman 
Funeral Home. In com-
pliance with the guide-
lines set by the CDC, the 
6’ was enforced during 
the visitation and ser-
vice.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of arrange-
ments.

WEBSTER

Harry Blane Williams, 91
Mr. Harry Blane 

Williams, 91 of Vidalia, 
passed away Monday, 
August 3, 2020 at The 
Oaks – Bethany follow-
ing an extended illness.

Mr. Williams was born 
April 6, 1929 in Adrian 
to the late John Dewey 
Williams and Annie 
May Hinson Williams. 
He worked several years 
for NASA and Bendix, 
and he enjoyed fishing, 
yardwork, and a sweet 
gun. Mr. Williams was 
of the Baptist faith. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Survivors include 
his son, Terry (Sue) 
Edenfield of Emanuel 
County; daughter, Tonia 
(Edward) Clinton of 

Edgewater, Florida; 
granddaughters, Erin 
(Jake) Bennett and 
Carley Clinton, both of 
Edgewater; great-grand-
children, Colten Bennett 
and Ava Grace Bennett; 
and several nieces, 
nephews, and many 
friends.

Graveside services 
were held Thursday, 
August 6, 2020 at 10 
a.m. at Mount Zion 
Primitive Baptist Church 
Cemetery. In compliance 
with the guidelines set 
by the CDC, the 6’ rule 
was enforced during the 
viewing and service.

Chapman Funeral 
Home of Swainsboro 
was in charge of 
arrangements.

Harry Dean Hudson Sr., 91
Graveside services for 

Harry Dean Hudson 
Sr., 91, were held 
Saturday, August 8, 
2020 at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with Rev. Dr. 
Bernard Clarke serving 
as eulogist. He passed 
away August 2, 2020.

Bro. Hudson was born 
May 29, 1929 to the 
late Milo and Patricia 
Hudson. He received his 
education in the Emanuel 
County School System. 
Hudson then enlisted in 
the army and worked in 
the engineering depart-
ment. After returning 
home from the army, he 
attended Savannah State 
College, where he pur-
sued a career in masonry. 
Hudson was a member of 
Saint Philip Monumental 
AME Church, where he 
was an emeritus mem-
ber of the Steward and 
Trustee Board. Bro. 
Hudson also served as 
chaplain of the Sons of 
Allen, was a Sunday 
school teacher, and was 

an active member of the 
Lay Organization. He 
was preceded in death 
by his late wife, Lucille 
Marion Hudson, and 
son, Harry Dean Hudson 
Jr.

Survivors include 
his wife, Angela Hill-
Hudson; stepson, Alvin 
Graham; daughter-in-
law, Theresa Hudson; two 
grandchildren, Harry 
D. Hudson III (Sophia) 
and Zuri Hudson; two 
great-grandchildren; and 
a host of other relatives.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

HUDSON

Annie Joyce Young Lee, 73
Graveside services for 

Mrs. Annie Joyce Young 
Lee, 73, were held 
Saturday, August 8, 
2020 at Swainsboro City 
Cemetery with Elder 
D.G. Mosley serving 
as eulogist. She passed 
away August 1, 2020.

Mrs. Lee was born 
July 25, 1947 to the 
late Benjamin “Pete” 
and Mary Rose Marion 
Young in Swainsboro. 
She was a member of 
Smith Grove Baptist 
Church, where she 
served on the usher 
board and in the choir. 
She graduated from 
Emanuel County High 
School in 1966. She fur-
thered her education as 
a secretary of business 
at the vocational school 
in Jacksonville, Florida 
and later attended 
Savannah State College, 
where she majored in 
business education. She 
loved figurines and 
plastic flowers for deco-
rations. Along with her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Charles Lee; 

sister, Wanda Blake; 
maternal grandpar-
ents, Robert and Sylvia 
Marion; paternal grand-
parents, Charlie and 
Josephine Young; and 
many devoted aunts 
and uncles.

She is survived by 
her children, Thomas 
(Tylesha Tarver) Lee 
and David (Tracey) Lee, 
both of Swainsboro; 
two brothers, James 
E. (Ruby) Marion and 
Eddie Blake; one sister, 
Gloria (Jimmy) Smith; 
five grandchildren; and 
a host of other relatives.

Mosley’s Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements.

LEE

Nellie Pruitt, 84
Nellie Pruitt, 84, gained 

her heavenly wings August 
10, 2020 at her residence 
in Sylvania. She was the 
daughter of Leon “Bud” 
Johnson and Annie Sut-
ton Johnson. She worked 
at Twin City Manufac-
turing, Jockey in Millen, 
and Swainsboro Primary 
lunchroom for many years 
before retiring. She en-
joyed shopping, spending 
time with grandchildren, 
and keeping a tidy house. 
Pruitt was a member of 
Twin City Baptist Church.  
In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by 
two infant daughters; son, 
Timothy “Timbo” Pruitt; 
her husband of 42 years, 
Bishop “Lucky” Pruitt; 
brothers, R.H. “Tude” 
Johnson, Cleon “Pete” 
Johnson, and Franklin 
“Man” Johnson; and sister, 
Martha Jane Bryant.

Left here to enjoy the 
memories is her daughter, 
Cathy (Wendell) Pruitt of 
Sylvania; and sister, An-

nette Johnson Hall; her 
reason for smiling every-
day, her grandchildren, 
Jessica (Jarrod) Powell, 
Trent (Malorie) Lew-
is, Chasity (Jamie) Bar-
nard, and Allison “Alli” 
Pruitt; great—grandchil-
dren, Gavin Reeves, Ravin 
Reeves, Charlie Lewis, Ha-
ven Barnard, Sarah Pow-
ell, Hudson Barnard, and 
Pruitt Lewis; and several 
nieces and nephews and 
extended family.

Visitation will be Thurs-
day, August 13, at Kenne-
dy Funeral Homes, Hooks 
Chapel from 9-11 a.m. The 
funeral service will follow 
at Kennedy Funeral Homes 
at 11 a.m. Officiating will 
be Elder Michael Newman 
and loving remarks by 
Cathy. Others are invited 
to share any memories. In-
terment will be at Antioch 
Primitive Baptist Church 
in Emanuel County. 

Kennedy Funeral Homes 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Mary “Virginia” Jones 
Hutcheson, 82

Mrs. Mary “Virginia” 
Jones Hutcheson, 82 of 
Meeks, passed away on 
Monday, August 10, 2020 
at her home after an 
extended illness.

Mrs. Hutcheson was 
born in Riddleville on 
September 19, 1937 to 
the late Willie D. Jones 
Sr. and Lucile Cofield 
Jones. She was a home-
maker most of her adult 
life who was known for 
her baking talents, espe-
cially her 12-layer caramel 
cakes and chewies. Mrs. 
Hutcheson was a mem-
ber of Corinth United 
Methodist Church, where 
she was a past Sunday 
school teacher, Methodist 
Youth Fellowship leader, 
and Sunday school trea-
surer. She was also a tal-
ented painter.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preced-
ed in death by her hus-
band of 45 years, Billy F. 
Hutcheson; sisters, Mabry 
J. Griggs, Doris J. Barlow, 
and Carol J. Jackson; and 
brothers, Willie D. “Billy” 
Jones Jr., James Robert 
“Bobby” Jones, and Joe 
Franklin Jones (infant).

Mrs. Hutcheson leaves 
behind her son, David 
F. Hutcheson (Cindy) of 
Forsyth; daughter, Dale 
H. Webb of Meeks; grand-
children, Jennifer Corbin 
(Randall) of Lawrenceville, 
Marah Gregory (Josh) of 
Kathleen, and Derek Webb 
and Wesley Webb (Shay) 

of Meeks; great-grandchil-
dren, Ally, Bradley and 
Mary Kate Gregory and 
Micah and Titus Webb; 
sisters, Frances J. Tucker 
(Jim) of Albermarle, North 
Carolina and Velma J. Veal 
of Wrightsville; her sister-
in-law, Anne G. Jones of 
Riddleville; several niec-
es and nephews; and her 
special fur baby, Prissy.

Funeral services will 
be held at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, August 13, 
2020 from the graveside of 
Corinth United Methodist 
Church Memorial 
Cemetery in Meeks 
with Reverend Tommy 
Veal and her grandson, 
Reverend Wesley Webb, 
officiating.

Mrs. Hutcheson will be 
laid to rest beside her hus-
band.

Her family will receive 
friends Wednesday from 
5 to 7 p.m. at Sammons 
Funeral Home in 
Soperton.

Sammons Funeral 
Home of Soperton is in 
charge of arrangements.

HUTCHESON
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Johnson home named Yard of the Month for August
The Seedling 

Garden Club proudly 
announces the home 
of Tracie and Jamie 
Johnson represents 
Emanuel County as 
August 2020’s Yard 
of the Month. Tracie 
and Jamie live at 150 
Cinnamon Drive, Twin 
City.

Tracie Baker Johnson 
has been married to 
Jamie Johnson for 20 
years. They have three 
daughters: Brianna, 

18; Ava, 14; and Carrie, 
10.

Tracie enjoys spend-
ing time with her hus-
band and children, 
hunting, and work-
ing in her yard. She 
is a homemaker, seam-
stress, and farmer who 
enjoys helping in the 
row crop fields and 
checking her herd of 
cows. The matriarch of 
the family grew up on a 
farm and worked with 
hogs, so farming is in 

her blood. Her passion 
for her yard and plants 
comes from her moth-
er, Louise Baker, who 
always had beautiful 
yards herself. (Louise 
even received Yard of 
the Month when her 
daughter was young-
er.) Tracie said she was 
honored to receive this 
award as well.

As a family, the 
Johnsons enjoy work-
ing in their yard to 
help keep Emanuel 

beautiful.
Nominations for 

Yard of the Month 
are always accepted. 
Seedling Garden Club 
uses this accolade to 
honor homeowners 
and organizations 
that personally work 
diligently to main-
tain their yards and 
Emanuel County’s 
visual appeal. Call in 
your nominations to 
478-299-2733 or 478-
494-6754.

T. JOHNSON OUTSIDE HER TWIN CITY HOME



The CHOICE (Creating Higher 

E d u c a t i o n 
Opportunities to 
Increase College 
Experiences) Program 
at East Georgia State 
College recently had 
four graduates com-
plete the program in 
May. The CHOICE 
Program is a two-year 
non-degree college 
inclusion program 
at East Georgia State 
College designed to 
provide students, who 
may traditionally be 
excluded from post-sec-
ondary education, the 
opportunity to partic-
ipate in college classes 
and develop work-read-
iness employment 
skills. Students with 
intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities 
may qualify for this 
program. The CHOICE 
Program for inclusive 
learning at EGSC has 
been designated by 
the U. S. Department 
of Education as a 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e 
Transition Program 
(CTP).

The CHOICE pro-
gram provides instruc-
tion in the follow-
ing areas: Career 
Development and 
Employment, Academic 

Enrichment, Campus 
and Community 
Engagement, Self-
Determination, and 
independent living. 
Staff with the program 
creates a unique and 
customized plan for 
achievement using a 
person-centered plan-
ning approach. Student 
participants audit tra-
ditional courses and 
complete specialized 
CHOICE courses and 
participate in job shad-
o w i n g / i n t e r n s h i p 
experiences on and 
off campus to sup-
port career exploration 
and development of 
employment skills.

“The program began 
six years ago at EGSC 
and has continued to 
grow throughout the 
years. The program 
started with three 
students, one from 
Swainsboro and two 
from Toombs coun-
ty, and more than 40 
students have been 
through the program. 
The CHOICE students 
have fully integrated 
into the academic and 
campus community,” 
said Theresa Davis, 
director of the CHOICE 
Program.

EGSC staff and fac-
ulty strive to help 
students succeed by 
approaching education 
with a personal touch.  
The staff of the CHOICE 
Program for Inclusive 
Learning embraces this 
approach and strives 
to provide participants 
with a rewarding col-
lege experience filled 
with student activities 
and small classes with 
faculty who are dedi-
cated to teaching and 
preparing them for 
whatever challenges 
they wish to pursue 
beyond the CHOICE 
experience.

The four CHOICE 
graduates, Martavious 
Carroll, Johnique 
Davis, Gwenique 
Rountree, and Antonio 
Smith, were recent-
ly interviewed by 
the Georgia Council 
on Developmental 
Disabilities for their 
Summer edition of 
their Making a Difference 
Magazine. Each gradu-
ate spoke about why 
they decided to enter 
the program and the 
difference it has made 
in their life.

Johnique Davis of 
Warner Robins said his 
favorite part of college 
was experiencing living 
on his own for the first 

time.
“At first I was a lit-

tle bit scared. I didn’t 
know what college 
was about at first. But 
I had really good men-
tors helping me,” said 
Davis. “It was exciting. 
It was awesome. It was 
an experience like I’d 
never seen before. I 
wish I could go back 
to East Georgia State 
College and do it all 
over again.”

Gwenique Rountree 
of Swainsboro said her 
favorite part of col-
lege was being around 
different people and 
growing into a better 
person. She always 
wanted to go to college 
to become a nurse so 
that she could help her 
great grandmother who 
is sick.

“I always wanted to 
take care of her when 
she was sick but I didn’t 
know what to actual-
ly do so that made me 
want to be a nurse so I 
can start helping more 
people,” said Rountree.

Martavious Trey 
Carroll from Vidalia, 
and Antonio Lamont 
Smith of Summertown, 
said college gave them 
the opportunity to 
attend classes as well 
as meet new people. 
Carroll really enjoyed 
his public speaking 
class because he was 
able to develop skills 
to speak in front of 
crowds. Smith focused 
more on his criminal 
justice class. The class 
allowed him to do a lot 
of debates and exciting 
activities.

Transitioning from 
college/school to work 
can be challenging for 
some individuals, how-
ever, these graduates 
have spent two years 
preparing for the next 
step in life. Carroll 
will begin a career 
in the food service 
department at Vidalia 
Middle School as well 
as continue to assist 
Coach Dalley with 
the boys’ basketball 
team. Smith accepted 
a job with Walmart in 
Swainsboro, where he 
hopes to secure a posi-
tion in the technology 
department. Rountree 
will complete her CNA 
clinicals and begin 
working in the health-
care field. Davis plans 
to enter the workforce 
in the field of nutrition 
and fitness in Warner 
Robins.

“The CHOICE pro-
gram functions like a 

family,” said Theresa 
Davis. “We learn togeth-
er, we grow together, 
we fall together, and 
we rise together. What 
a blessing the CHOICE 
staff and I receive when 
at the end of a two-
year journey we see the 
emergence of a confi-
dent, self-determined 
young adult prepared 
to step onto the next 
stage of their life.”

In addition to the 
academic program, 
CHOICE students 
have access to the Jean 
Anderson Morgan 
Student Activities 
Center, recreation and 
exercise activities, 
sporting and entertain-
ment events, and stu-
dent clubs and organi-
zations. Upon success-
ful completion of the 
program requirements, 
participants will receive 
a CHOICE Certificate 
of Career Development 
and will also have the 
opportunity to quali-
fy for a Georgia Work 
Readiness Certificate.

Students in the 
CHOICE Program 
attend college for the 
same reasons other 
students attend: to fur-
ther their education, to 
develop lifelong friend-
ships, to develop career 
opportunities, to gain 
independence, and to 
create life enriching 
experiences.

For additional infor-
mation, contact Theresa 
R. Davis at 478-289-
2191 or trdavis@ega.edu.
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Four CHOICE students graduate from EGSC
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kids who rely on reading 
lips. I specified the shields 
would be free for teacers 
since they’re on the front-
lines now. I told people, 
especially teachers and 
school staff members, if 
they wanted a face shield 
for an extra layer of pro-
tection or to help bridge 
the communication gap 
to comment or message 
me, and the response was 
incredible.”

The next morning, she 
woke up to 50 messages. 
She also received some 
$200 in donations, a wel-
comed financial relief 
considering she had pre-
viously been spending her 
personal funds to purchase 
the materials.

Knowing she had a 
considerable amount of 
requests at that point, 
Canady enlisted the help 
of her roommate, De’Erica 
Handsom, another pre-
med major at UGA, and 
her friend, Marissa Meeks, 
a pre-PA major at Augusta 
University. Both Handsom 
and Meeks, according to 
Canady, are “big into char-
ity and helping other peo-
ple,” just like the shield’s 
creator, so when she asked 
for their assistance, they 
didn’t hesitate to oblige. 
Together, the trio works a 
few hours each afternoon 
and has perfected the pro-
duction process as the days 
have progressed. They use 
an assembly line to quick-
en the turnaround, which 
currently takes about 1 to 
2 minutes per shield. The 
appearance of the shields 
as well as the fit are both 
much better now as well.

The process from start 
to now hasn’t been a com-
pletely smooth ride, but 
the end product is well 
worth the bumps in the 
road.

“There have definitely 
been some struggles along 
the way; this hasn’t come 
easy the whole way. One 
specific example I can 
think of is when I prom-
ised someone I’d make a 
delivery on a certain date 
and the materials weren’t 
delivered on time, so I had 
to drive an hour to get the 
stuff I needed to stay on 
schedule,” Canady admits. 
“The best thing through-
out this, no matter what 
frustrations or hardships 
I’ve come across along the 
way, is how much of a dif-
ference these shields really 
make. I didn’t expect this 
many people to have this 
need, and I didn’t expect 
so many people to have 
it in their hearts to help 
financially. This whole 
process has made me emo-
tional a few times.”

One of those emotional 
days came when she deliv-
ered the masks to a local 
school and encountered a 
deaf student who would 
directly benefit from her 
volunteerism. So far, she 
has supplied 50 shields 
between Swainsboro 
Primary School and the 
pre-K, dropped off a 
box of 30 to Twin City 
Elementary, given shields 
to all ECI teachers, total-
ing around 125 in total 
so far in the community. 
Swainsboro Middle School 
actually let her down the 
hallway to the classroom 
of the special needs teach-
er who would be using the 
shields for her hearing loss 
students.

“Once I made it to the 
classroom, I met this little 
girl. I signed my name to 
her because that was the 
only thing I could remem-
ber at the time, and she 
was so excited I knew sign 
language!” says the 2018 
ECI grad. “Knowing that 
shield would help her… 
That’s what makes this 
worth it. Little moments 
like that make all this work 
worthwhile.”  

Yet, just how far the 
impact of her shields will 
reach and, consequently, 
how many more people 
will be positively affected 
by them are two concepts 
that are hard to grasp at 
this point. Thanks to her 
post on Facebook, howev-
er, the reach of her proj-
ect will expand at least to 
Newnan. A teacher within 
that charter school asked 
if she would be interested 
in helping them as well, 
and Canady, of course, 
after she worked through 
the shock that her project 
had stretched to an entire 
school in another district, 
said yes. The number of 
shields the school needs 
is unclear as of Canady’s 
interview with The Blade 
on Monday, August 10, at 
noon, but she’s prepared 
to fill whatever need they 
have within reason.

In addition to the shields 
requested by the school up 
in Newnan, Canady is still 
taking requests on a week-
ly basis. This week, she 
has room for more. (Last 
week, she says, would’ve 
been a different story.) The 
masks are free for school 
personnel while the charge 
for everyday people who 
want one is at cost, $1.50. 
Anything over the $1.50 
amount is considered a 
donation and is automat-
ically funneled back into 
a pool for her expenses to 
cover additional shields, so 
the entire operation is non-
profit. She is still accept-
ing donations via Venmo 

at Lauren-Canady-3, or 
donors can drop off their 
contributions at CPR 
Fitness in Swainsboro.

“I want everyone to 
know I am so thankful for 
all the donations received 
so far as well as any dona-
tions we might receive in 
the future,” Canady says 
to that point. “If we have 
any extra money after 
providing shields for the 
entire Emanuel County 
School System, leftover 
donations will go toward 
buying school supplies 
and bookbags for children 
in need.”

Whether people use the 
shields, donate, or support 
her morally, Canady hopes 
everyone stays safe during 
COVID-19. Given her plat-
form, she says, “I just hope 
others will think about 
everybody else instead of 
just themselves. Take the 
words from experts and not 
just anybody on Facebook. 
This virus should not be 
a political thing; it should 
be a compassion thing. 
Masks don’t protect us, 
but they do protect other 
people. Wearing a mask is 
a completely selfless act. I 
hope everybody uses their 
heads and their hearts and 
do the right thing.

“This pandemic for me 
has been about how it has 
affected others. I’ve been 
totally privileged during 
this ordeal, and I freely 
admit that. I’ve survived 
on scholarship money, so 
I didn’t have to work. I 
have a place to stay and 
quarantine if I need to. 
My school closed, and I 
didn’t have a job or kids 
to worry about… But that 
doesn’t mean I’ve stopped 
thinking about other peo-
ple. In fact, I’ve thought 
about other people more 
throughout this pandem-
ic. Not only is this project 
about empathy and think-
ing of other people, it’s 
also about how a project 
like this can be an out-
let for people to gain back 
and element of control and 
ease anxiety throughout 
the pandemic.

“It’s easy to see an issue, 
complain, and not do any-
thing about it. COVID-19 
affects everybody dif-
ferently and we’re often 
aware of how it’s affect-
ing other people, but we 
expect someone else to fix 
whatever those people are 
going through. Through 
this ordeal, I’ve learned if 
you want to see a change, 
you have to do it yourself. 
To that note, my advice 
to everyone is if you see 
something, do something. 
It can actually make a dif-
ference.”

The Forest-Blade • www.EmanuelCountyLive.com • Swainsboro, Georgia • August 12, 2020 3B

Swainsboro native’s face
(From front page)

CANADY WITH TWO OF THE DEAF STUDENTS SHE MET, 
BAILEY AND AIDEN WILKERSON. THESE TWO ARE IN SHARON 

EDENFIELD’S CLASS AT SWAINSBORO MIDDLE SCHOOL. 
CANADY SAYS THEIR INTERPRETER, JUDY POWELL, IS 

SOMEONE WHO WAS HAVING COMPLICATIONS 
COMMUNICATING WITH THEM THROUGH A MASK AND 

IS NOW USING A SHIELD INSTEAD.

Local entrepreneur Bennett speaks 
to Kiwanis Club

The Kiwanis Club 
of Swainsboro held 
its weekly meeting 
Tuesday, August 4, 
2020 at New China 
Restaurant at 7 p.m. 
with President Petite 
Garrett presiding. 
Twenty-two mem-
bers and two guests, 
Greg Bennet and Luis 
Machado, attended. For 
the first time in the his-
tory of the club, five of 
the members in atten-
dance were “zoomed” 
into the meeting 
through the internet. 
Jane Durden and Dess 
Smith made this type of 
meeting possible for the 
shelter-in-place mem-
bers. President Garrett 
presented new member 
Monica Wren with her 
official name tag.

Following the Pledge 
of Allegiance led by 
Durden and the bless-
ing given by Tammy 
Allen, members enjoyed 
a delicious Chinese buf-
fet. Following the meal, 
Judge Jim Daughtry 
fined a few members for 
arriving late and asked 
for all members to show 
their masks promoting 
the club’s effort to pro-
vide a safe environment. 
Gary Couse and Frank 
Patrick updated the 
members on national, 
state, and local sports.

The program for 
the evening was host-
ed by Travis Garrett 
who introduced local 
entrepreneur Greg 
Bennett. Bennett is the 
owner of a number of 
local businesses, includ-
ing Mojo’s Wine and 
Spirits, Mojo’s Xpress 
Car Wash, and Quick 
Clean Laundry. He is 

also a farmer and serves 
on a number of state 
and local committees, 
including the Emanuel 
County Development 
Authority. Bennett 
also owns CPR Fitness 
and Tan Club, a spa, 
gym, and health club 
located on South 
Circle Drive in wains-
boro. Accompanying 
Bennett was Luis 
Machado, who works at 
CPR as a personal train-
er and is also employed 
by the Emanuel County 
Board of Education 
serving as a translator. 
Machado explained 
the Silver Sneakers 
Fitness program at 
CPR. Healthways Silver 
Sneakers is a special fit-
ness program for older 
adults. Silver Sneakers’ 
members can use their 
membership card to 

utilize the facility and 
participate in free group 
exercise classes as well 
as use the pool and 
sauna. The benefits of 
exercise for older adults 
include improved flex-
ibility, weight con-
trol, and stress reduc-
tion. CPR is open 24 
hours a day, seven days 
a week, and has exercise 
bikes, ellipticals, and 
weight-training equip-
ment for use by mem-
bers. They also have a 
swimming pool, sauna, 
and massages available 
to patrons.

The Kiwanis Club 
will meet again Tuesday, 
August 18, at New China. 
To become a member of the 
Kiwanis Club, please con-
tact Membership Chair 
Jane Durden at 478-494-
4113 or e-mail her at 
hsdurden@bellsouth.

(L-R) BENNETT, T. GARRETT, AND MACHADO
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Swainsboro-Emanuel 
County Recreation 
Department will hold 
youth tackle football reg-
istration Monday, August 
17, through Friday, 
August 21. Registration 
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Due to the coronavirus, 
SECRD is implementing 
systems that allow for 
social distancing. This 
includes the adjusted reg-
istration process. When 
registering for tackle foot-
ball, the rec department 
will no longer be fitting 
participants for helmets, 
shoulder pads, and pants 
the day of registration. 
Instead, fittings will take 
place after teams are 
picked. Each team will be 
assigned a specific date 
and time for their team 
to come and be fitted for 
equipment.

Youth flag football 
registration will be held 
Monday, August 17, 
through Friday, August 

21. Flag football registra-
tion hours are 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

Youth soccer registra-
tion will be held Monday, 
August 24, through 
Friday, August 28.  Soccer 
registration hours are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tot soccer registration 
will also be held Monday, 
August 24, through 
Friday, August 28, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This is a 
soccer program for 3- and 
4-year-olds. The program 
is designed to introduce 
kids to soccer in a less 
competitive, less struc-
tured environment. The 
games will be played on 
a shortened playing field 
with smaller goals, and 
score will not be kept. The 
child must turn 3 before 
September 1, 2020 to be 
eligible to play.

The recreation depart-
ment is located at 632 
McLeod Bridge Road, 
Swainsboro. The registra-

tion fee is $45 for football 
and $35 for flag football 
and soccer. This fee does 
not include insurance, 
which is available for $6 
extra.

Ages for flag football 
are 5 and 6. Participants 
must turn 5 before 
September 1 of the cur-
rent year and cannot turn 
7 before September 1 of 
the current year. Ages 
for tackle football are 7 
to 12. Ages for soccer are 
3 to 18. All 18-year-olds 
must be attending high 
school. A soccer partici-
pant must turn 3 before 
September 1 of the current 
year and cannot turn 19 
before September 1 of the 
current year. A football 
participant must turn 7 
before September 1 of the 
current year and cannot 
turn 13 before September 
1 of the current year.

First-time participants 
for all sports must pro-
vide birth certificate. 

SECRD cannot accept 
registration without a 
birth certificate on file.

Important: A draft sys-
tem is used to choose 
players in the competi-

tion leagues. SECRD does 
not take specific team or 
coach requests.

For news, updates, 
and deadlines, follow 
SECRD on Facebook by 

searching “Swainsboro-
Emanuel County Parks & 
Recreation.” Its website 
is secrd.org. Mobile alerts 
can be enabled by texting 
“Recnews” to 84483.
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SECRD registering flag football, tackle football, 
soccer players starting next week

Letter to the Editor: 
‘Focus on the good, honest 

thing that happen every day’
Dear Editor,
It seems in today’s society that apparently the only news is bad news. 

By far, the majority of headline news in the newspaper, on the radio, and 
on tv is about rioting, shootings, theft, destruction, and on and on—and 
don’t forget that everything is racism.

However, let’s not forget that there are a lot of “good folks.” Good 
folks just do not make fools of themselves.

Now for the purpose of this letter… One day this week, I carried a 
bank money bag with me to Walmart with approximately $500 in cash 
in it. After making a small purchase and leaving, I realized I had left the 
bag in one of the carts. Upon returning and with the help of several nice 
Walmart employees, we searched but could not find the bag. I then went 
to the police department to report this and just as I walk walking in the 
door, my cell phone rang.

A gentleman (Mr. Caraway) had found the bag, had his daughter 
(Libby) look at it, and discovered some information that led her to try 
and find the owner. A third party (Joni Flanders) got involves and deter-
mined that the bag belonged to me.

I suggest that we all not focus on the bad things that have happened in 
the future but focus on the good, honest things that happen every day. 
Let’s remember that just because a very few of a race, religion, organi-
zation, or group have committed some horrible acts doesn’t mean that 
all are guilty. My thanks goes out to those who helped me recover this 
money.

Bill Sasser
Swainsboro



Officers with Swainsboro 
Police Department (SPD) re-
ported…

July 30
A report was filed in refer-

ence to exploitation/intimi-
dation of a disabled victim.

Officer was dispatched 
for assistance in a traffic 
stop for a seatbelt violation 
by GSP.  Given permission 
by the driver, a search of 
the vehicle was performed, 
finding a white rock sub-
stance believed to be co-
caine, a glass bong, and six 
white rock substances that 
appeared to be crack rock, 
a Brillo pad, a clear round 
container, and crack pipes. 
Both driver and passenger 
were detained, and the case 
was turned over to the SPD 
narcotics investigator.

July 31
Officers responded to a 

call on E. Pine Street in ref-
erence to a domestic dispute 
inside a vehicle that was 
parked on the side of the 
road.  

A license plate was turned 
into the SPD and the owner 
was notified.

While officer was pa-
trolling the area of N. Main 
Street, the tag reader alerted 
him of suspended registra-
tion.  Once tag was ran and 
verified, it was also verified 
that the vehicle was unin-
sured. Officer conducted a 
traffic stop and vehicle was 
towed.

Officer was dispatched to 
Sonic in reference to a vehi-
cle backing into another ve-
hicle, leaving a dent in the 
door.

August 1
Officer was dispatched to 

a N. Main Street address in 
reference to financial trans-
action card fraud and theft 
by receiving stolen property. 
Offender was arrested and 
charged with five counts.

Officer was patrolling the 
area of Old Nunez Road 
and met a vehicle without 
a tag. Officer conducted a 
traffic stop and learned the 
driver had suspended li-
cense for failure to appear. 
Officer also found that the 

vehicle was unregistered 
and no valid insurance.

Officer was positioned to 
a Braswell Boulevard resi-
dence in reference to an un-
ruly juvenile with terroristic 
threats and acts.

August 2
Officers were advised 

by 911 to be on the lookout 
for a male subject that was 
involved in a domestic dis-
pute where he brandished a 
firearm.

Officer responded to EMC 
in reference to an unwanted 
person who was reported 
by hospital staff for failure 
to comply.

Officer was positioned on 
Old Nunez Road and ob-
served an SUV cross over 
the yellow line three to five 
times, then driving on the 
middle lines. Officer per-
formed a traffic stop and 
offender was arrested for 
DUI.

Officer was dispatched 
to a N. Main Street address 
in reference to complainant 
stating he was being ha-
rassed by another male 
subject. Victim stated ev-
ery time the subject goes 
around him that he bothers 
and threatens him.

Officer responded to a 
Prosperity Drive address 
in reference to a complaint 
concerning the discovery of 
ammunition that impacted 
the back side of the resi-
dence.

Officer responded to the 
area of Braswell Boulevard 
in reference to a complaint 
that complainant had been 
stabbed. Upon arrival, it 
was observed that there was 
no sign of a stab wound and 
complainant said he did not 
need medical attention.  

Officer responded to a 
Lincoln Street address in 
reference to a burglary/
forced entry to residence.  
Evidence suggested that the 
offender(s) entered through 
a window and the house 
was in disarray.

Officer was positioned 
to a N. Main Street address 
for the purpose of a hit-and-
run.  

August 3
Officer was dispatched 

to a fender bender, causing 
damage to the brush guard.

Officer responded to EMC 
in reference to rape. Victim 
states she was walking and 
two males jumped out of a 
vehicle and began beating 
her in the back of the head. 
After being thrown to the 
ground, her clothes ripped 
off and both subjects began 
raping her.

Officer was dispatched to 
a Pughsley Street residence 
for a dispute between hus-
band and wife.

Complainant filed a child 
custody dispute.

Officer responded to a 
two-car accident on S. Main 
Street.

Officer was dispatched to 
Harmon Park in reference to 
an accident.

Officer was dispatched to 
a Fowler Street address in 
reference to a potential do-
mestic dispute.

Officer was dispatched to 
a W. Main Street business 
in reference to a dispute be-
tween an employee and a 
customer. Upon arrival, offi-
cer was advised by the store 
manager that the custom-
er was told he had to wear 
a mask but refused and 
cussed her out. Victim was 
advised that the business 
had the right to refuse ser-
vice if he chose not to wear 
a mask and pointed out the 
store’s mask policy sign on 
the door.

Officer received a call 
from UPS in reference to a 
suspicious package being 
sent. UPS worker was ad-
vised to open the package 
and discovered unknown 
white pills wrapped in a 
washcloth.  

August 4
Officer responded to a S. 

Main Street location in ref-
erence to a dispute.

Officer was dispatched to 
a Bucklen Road residence in 
reference to a welfare check 
on complainant’s children 
that were staying with their 
dad. 

Officer responded to E. 

Main Street in reference to a 
vehicle hydroplaning off the 
roadway and into the ditch.

Officer responded to a 
Bucklen Street address to do 
a welfare check on two ju-
veniles. Two subjects stated 
they wanted to file a report 
on three people that assault-
ed them during a verbal dis-
pute.  

Officer was dispatched 
to a N. Anderson Drive ad-
dress in reference to terror-
istic threats.  

August 5
Officer was dispatched 

to a New Street address in 
reference to a female com-
plaining of a male harassing 
and beating her up.

Officer was dispatched to 
N. Racetrack in reference to 
harassing communications. 
Upon arrival, complainant 
stated someone hacked 
her Facebook and has been 
posting on her page starting 
arguments with people, re-
sulting in them getting mad 
at her.

Officer was requested to 
assist GSP trooper with ille-
gal drug investigation locat-
ed on Industrial Way. GSP 
trooper located a small clear 
plastic bag filled with sus-
pected methamphetamine 
from an individual. Upon 
arrival, the small plastic bag 
and a glass pipe was found.

Officer was stationary on 
McLeod Bridge Road and 
observed a driver without 
wearing a seatbelt. Officer 
initiated a traffic stop to find 
the driver was a habitual vi-
olator and his license had 
been revoked.

August 6
Officer responded to 

Lucky Street in reference to 
a female who had been shot 
at by her boyfriend.  

Officer was dispatched to 
a Robin Road apartment in 
referenced to battery.

Officer was requested by 
a deputy to meet with inves-
tigator on Sycamore Street 
in reference to a domestic 
dispute. Upon arrival, com-
plainant stated her brother 
threatened to kill her.
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A letter from Dr. Porter about COVID-19
Dear Community,
I feel compelled to speak out on our current 

crisis regarding the coronavirus. As a physi-
cian here for 33 years, I care about the welfare 
of the citizens of Swainsboro and Emanuel 
county. I see the current health crisis as med-
ical and not political. I have seen people sick, 
some who have died, people I’ve known for 
years! It hurts to see vibrant people you’ve 
known die. This virus is no joke, no hoax, and 
is something to take seriously.

The medical community is doing what we 
can to treat those with the virus. However, I’m 
very concerned about the laidback attitude 
of far too many in the community! People 
aren’t wearing masks, aren’t spacing apart, 

aren’t washing hands enough. Even in the 
public schools, masks aren’t required, and 
some classes are full of students! We may not 
fear that students will get sick, but I promise 
you, too many teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and others will! The science is clear that the 
way we’re doing things will lead to a large 
spike in cases. Perhaps we should be seeking 
the advice of infectious disease specialists at 
Children’s Hospital in Augusta if the board 
would like. Children do get the disease and 
spread it. Let’s be careful and take every pre-
caution to open school safely and preserve 
lives!

Cedric Porter, MD
Swainsboro

SI All-American ranks...
All-American candi-

date last month.
Wednesday, [August 

5], the 6-foot-4, 220-
pound native of 
Swainsboro, Ga., 
received an even more 
impressive honor by 
being selected as one 
of the top 10 players at 
his position nationally.

Seabrough was 
ranked as the No. 6 
H-tight end prospect 
by SI All-American’s 
Edwin Weathersby III.

Here’s what 
Weathersby had to say 
about the Georgia 2A 
all-state selection:

“Seabrough has a 
high-cut frame and 
tremendous length. 
Right now, he’s more 

of a big, perimeter 
wide out with smooth 
athleticism and move-
ment skills. The Peach 
State native uses 
his length to win at 
catch points and can 
pluck with his mitts 
in a natural fashion. 
Seabrough also flash-
es impressive adjust 
ability to complement 
his ball skills. He proj-
ects well as a move/
flex tight end who can 
work detached from 
the formation and 
schemed into the mid-
range passing game. 
His size, length and 
ball skills also will 
allow him to be effec-
tive in the red zone. 
Recently committed 
to NC State, we like 

the future combina-
tion of Seabrough and 
Wolfpack QB commit 
Aaron McLaughlin.”

Seabrough caught 58 
passes for 800 yards 
and 13 touchdowns as 
a junior at Swainsboro 
High School last sea-
son. His twin broth-
er Fredrick, who is 
also committed to 
the Wolfpack, had 37 
catches for 703 yards 
and eight scores.

The H-tight end 
is a more versatile, 
move flex type posi-
tion than the tradi-
tional Y-tight end. It is 
the position at which 
Jaylen Samuels thrived 
when he played for 
the Wolfpack. The size 

and athleticism of the 
Seabrough twins fig-
ure to fit well in State’s 
offensive scheme — 
especially as red zone 
targets.

The five H-tight ends 
rated above Seabrough 
in the SIAA rankings 
are Brock Bowers, an 
uncommitted pros-
pect from Napa, 
Calif., Tennessee com-
mit Miles Campbell 
of Douglasville, 
Ga., uncommitted 
prospect Michael 
Trigg of Seffner, Fla., 
Clemson commit 
Jake Briningstool of 
Brentwood, Tenn., 
and Oklahoma com-
mit Ethan Downs of 
Weatherford, Okla.

(From front page)
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The following persons 
have been booked into 
Emanuel County Jail, 
according to Emanuel 
County Sheriff Tyson 
Stephens, on warrants 
obtained by one of sever-
al local law enforcement 
agencies, designated by 
each name: Drug Task 
Force (DTF); Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI);  Georgia 
Department of Pardons 
and Parole (GAPP); 
Georgia State Patrol 
(GSP); Emanuel County 
Sheriff’s Office (ECSO); 
Swainsboro Police Dept. 
(SPD); Stillmore Police 
Dept. (SMPD); Twin 
City Police Department 
(TCPD); Garfield Police 
Dept. (GPD); Adrian 
Police Dept. (APD); 
Child Support Recovery 
Unit (CSRU); Intensive 

Probation Service (IPS); 
or Probation Office 
(PROB).

Grady Ashley Evans, 
59, 2376 Old Wadley 
Rd.; entered 8/3/20; 
Driving lic susp/rev, 
Dui/alch; GSP

Amanda Michelle 
Burgess, 33, 210 W. 
Church St.; entered 
8/3/20; Vgcsa/vio 
ga control subst act; 
released 8/7/20; SPD

Robert Henry 
Williams Jr., 56, 998 
Green Spence Rd., 
Midville; entered 
8/3/20; Battery, 
Probation/Swainsboro 
PD/Middla Ga 
Probation; SPD

Rebecca Louise 
Rizzo, 62, 105 N. 
Anderson Dr., Apt. 7, 
Rm. 59; entered 8/4/20; 
Dui/alch, Defective 

Equipment, Open 
Container; released 
8/5/20; GSP

Garnell Schuyler 
Coney, 36, 34 Hickory 
Trace, Apt. A; entered 
8/5/20; Unregistered 
Vehicle, Obstr/ofc, 
Driving lic susp/rev, 
Fleeing/attempt to 
elude ofc, Failure to 
Obey Traffic Control 
Device, Failure to 
Obey Traffic Control 
Device, Failure to Stop 
at Stop Sign, Failure to 
Stop at Stop Sign, No 
Insurance, Suspended 
Registration, Fail to 
Maintain Lane, Driving 
lic susp/rev; released 
8/5/20; SPD

Cassandra Love 
Dalton, 44, 860 Sunset 
Dr.; entered 8/5/20; 
VGCSA Possession of 
Drug Related Object; 

GSP
Charles Justin Davis, 

35, 115 McCloud 
Bridge Rd.; entered 
8/6/20; Tag Light 
Requirements, Dui/
alch, Driving lic 
susp/rev, Probation/
Swainsboro PD/
Middle Ga Probation; 
released 8/6/20; SPD

Shelton Anthony 
Wright, 31, 850 King 
Circle Dr.; entered 
8/6/20; Seat belt vio-
lation, Habitual vio/
offender; released 
8/7/20; SPD

Dorothy Marie 
Robinson, 33, 223 
Lucky St.; entered 
8/6/20; Driving lic 
susp/rev; released 
8/7/20; GSP

Richard Ervin Badie 
Sr., 34, 206 Allen St.; 
entered 8/7/20; 

Dui/alch, Too Fast 
for Conditions, Seat 
belt violation, Fail to 
Maintain Lane; released 
8/7/20; WALK-IN

Dylan Chad Holden, 
21, 327 Youngblood 
St.; entered 8/7/20; 
Probation/Superior 
Court; released 8/9/20; 
WALK-IN

Darryel Lee Beasley, 
53, 673 Longview 
Rd.; entered 8/8/20; 
Driving lic susp/rev; 
released 8/8/20; SPD

Summer Desiree 
Greene, 24, 8214 
S. Marcus St., 
Wrightsville; Dui/alch, 
Failure to Maintain 
Lane; released 8/9/20; 
GSP

Raymond Leartis 
Shanks Jr., 50, 
Homeless; entered 
8/9/20; Firearm poss 

by conv felon; SPD
Jerry Eugene Frawley, 

54, 103 Saddach Creek 
Cir., Dublin; entered 
8/9/20 Dui/alch, Fail 
to appear, Driving lic 
susp/rev, Expired tag, 
Obstr/Hindering of 
Officer, Speeding 15-29 
MPH over; GSP

Corrine Nichole 
Jones, 28, 185 Leon Hall 
Rd.; entered 8/9/20; 
released 8/10/20; SPD

Emmanuel O. 
Oghenekaro, 20, 1191 
Grove Trail Pass, 
Douglasville; entered 
8/9/20; VGCSA 
Marijuana/poss less 
than oz, Speeding 15-29 
MPH over, VGCSA 
Possession Drug 
Related Object, Vgcsa/
vio ga control subst 
act; released 8/10/20; 
TCPD

Sheriff’s Reports
According to the Emanuel 

County Sheriff’s Office…
July 31
Complainant called 

the sheriff’s office to file 
a report in reference to 
a subject that had gotten 
some service done on a 
vehicle and once the job 
was finished the offend-
er stated that he did not 
want the service anymore 
and demanded his money 
back. After a few days, 
offender stopped pay-
ment on his card and was 
able to get the parts and 
his money back.

August 1
Deputies respond-

ed to the trailer park on 
Railroad Avenue in ref-
erence to a civil matter. 
Complainant stated she 
had lived at the residence 
for three years and was 
advised last week by her 
landlord that her belong-
ings be removed and out 
of the property within a 
week. Complainant stat-
ed she agreed but had 
issues getting transporta-
tion to her new address 
and that when she arrived 

home, her curtains were 
gone and there was a 
pile of burning debris in 
the yard. She also stat-
ed that other items were 
missing as well. Deputy 
spoke with the landlord, 
and she advised him that 
she only went into the 
house over the weekend 
because it was after they 
both agreed for the com-
plainant to be out of the 
residence and she burned 
numerous bottles and 
other “disgusting junk” 
that was left inside.

Deputies responded 
to a Highway 192 resi-
dence in reference to a 
dispute where the wife 
wanted the husband to 
leave. Upon arrival, dep-
uties knocked on the door 
and made contact with 
the male subject who stat-
ed he didn’t know where 
his wife went. A vehicle 
pulled into the driveway 
of the residence and the 
driver, known as the wife, 
walked over and stat-
ed she wanted her hus-
band to leave. She was 
very intoxicated and was 

placed under arrest for 
DUI.

Complainant filed 
a report in reference to 
herself and offender hav-
ing joint custody and the 
offender will not allow 
her to exercise her rights 
to her visitation with the 
child.

August 2
Deputies went to a 

Shearhouse Street res-
idence to assist SPD 
with a traffic stop where 
a subject run into the 
woods and were given 
a description of the sub-
ject. After patrolling the 
area, deputy saw a sub-
ject that fit the descrip-
tion, attempted to talk to 
him, and he ran behind a 
residence. Officer stopped 
his vehicle, started pursu-
ing the subject, and was 
able to detain him. Once 
detained, subject was 
patted down for weap-
ons, and a large amount 
of cash and 2 containers 
filled with green leafy 
substance was immedi-
ately turned over to the 
SPD officer.

Deputy responded to 
a Highway 1 South res-
idence in reference to a 
single-vehicle accident 
with a cow, causing major 
damage to the vehicle.

August 3
Complainant stated his 

chainsaw was stolen from 
his storage shed.

Complainant stated a 
suspect went to her res-
idence making threats 
and using profanity. 
Complainant further stat-
ed that this wasn’t the 
first time the suspect had 
done this.

August 4
Officers responded to a 

Highway 46 East address 
in reference to a possi-
ble dispute. Upon arrival, 
they met with the offend-
er who appeared to be in 
a heightened manic state. 
Offender displayed sev-
eral intentional cut marks 
on her wrist. She stated 
she had been smoking 
marijuana and thinks 
it may have been laced 
with meth. Officers made 
several attempts to calm 
the offender, however 
she appeared to be under 
the influence of some 
narcotic. Her statements 
were incoherent, and she 
appeared to be halluci-
nating. EMS arrived and 
transported the offender 
to the hospital.

Complainant stated that 
offender keeps moving 
his property line markers 
after he paid Donaldson 
Surveying to survey his 

property. Complainant 
advised the he has told 
the offender not to go on 
his property in the past 
and that the offender 
keeps harassing his moth-
er-in-law who stays on 
the property.

Deputies responded to 
a call on South Railroad 
Avenue in reference to a 
child being found in the 
road in front of a house 
on Lambs Bridge Road. 
DFCS was notified and 
arrived shortly after.

Complainant stated he 
left his vehicle at the Red 
Roof to get into his big 
rig and when he returned, 
it was gone. He spoke 
with the store owner and 
after looking at the video 
surveillance, they could 
see the vehicle driving 
off. They believed it to 
be a homeless man that 
was sitting outside the 
store because he walked 
toward the truck and 
never went back to get his 
belongings.

August 5
Complainant stated 

he walked outside and 
found that someone had 
scratched his doors and 
trunk with a sharp object. 
Complainant also noticed 
a dent in his hood.

Deputies were dis-
patched to a Trout Trail 
residence in reference to 
burglary/forced entry.

Deputy responded 
to I-16 in reference to a 
single-vehicle accident 
caused by hydroplaning.

Jail Report

Twin City 
Police 

Reports
Officers with Twin 

City Police Department 
(TCPD) reported…

August 5
Officer respond-

ed to a Durden Road 
address in reference to 
a criminal trespassing. 
Complainants stated 
their friend got upset 
and kicked the side of 
their car, causing dents 
in two places.

August 10
Officer made a traf-

fic stop for speeding. 
During contact with the 
driver, a smell of raw 
marijuana was coming 
from the driver and the 
passenger compartment 
of the vehicle. A search 
of the vehicle yielded 
several drug related 
items, 20+ grams of a 
green, leafy substance, 
and a brown tar-type 
substance.  Warrants 
were issued.

Rumble strip projects bringing 
rural route safety enhancements
According to the 

Federal Highway 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
(FHWA), more than half 
of fatal crashes occur 
after a driver crosses the 
edge or centerline of a 
roadway. Nearly two-
thirds of those happen in 
rural areas.

With safety in mind, the 
Georgia Department of 
Transportation last week 
awarded five projects 
totaling $5.24 million to 
Roadsafe Traffic Systems 
for installing indentation 
rumble strips in 18 east 
central Georgia district 
counties. Routes will 
receive the strips along 
the centerline and/or 
edge-line median pave-
ment markings. Divided 
highways should see 
only center-line highway 
indentions.

Counties cover all five 
GDOT district areas 
including:

• Baldwin
• Bleckley
• Burke
• Columbia
• Dodge
• Emanuel

• Hancock
• Jefferson
• Jenkins
• Laurens
• Morgan
• Oglethorpe
• Putnam
• Richmond
• Treutlen
• Washington
• Wilkes
• Wilkinson
The rumble strips 

are being installed on 
many routes all across 
the state. In 2019, there 
were well over 500 fatal-
ities that were the result 
of vehicles leaving the 
roadway, representing 

approximately one-third 
of all statewide roadway 
fatalities.

GDOT is trying to 
address those crash-
es. Both centerline and 
edgeline rumble strips 
have been proven to 
reduce head-on and road 
departure related inci-
dents.

For more information, 
visit https://safety.fhwa.
dot.gov/provencounter-
measures/long_rumble_
strip/.

Below is a map detail-
ing the work scheduled 
to take place in Emanuel 
County.

WORK ROUTE



For many years as 
a student, teacher, 
and parent, my life 
revolved around the 
school year. When 
August approached, I 
started regretting that 
summer was almost 
over. This has been 
a year like no other. 
Since we first heard the 
word “coronavirus” or 
“COVID-19,” seasons, 
months, days, school, 
and all our plans have 
come to a standstill. 
Conversations turned 
to “social distancing, 
wearing a mask, san-
itizing hands, avoid-
ing crowds, staying at 
home, and how long—
how long?”

Right now, we have 
no answer to “how 
long,” but the answer 
will come. If we do our 
part, it will be sooner 
rather than later.

What have I been 
doing for the past five 
months? A term of 
my grandmother was 
“making do.” That is 
what she did to keep 
food on the table for a 
family of seven during 
the Great Depression. 
Another quote from my 
Gramma Mac was, “It 
wasn’t always what we 
wanted, but it was what 
we had.”

Even though, it has 
been hard to keep 
sunny side up for what 

is now seeming an end-
less time, I have enjoyed 
finding a safe way to do 
things without leaving 
my house and remem-
bered “that’s how we 
used to do.”

To avoid crowds, 
I order my necessi-
ties (such as food) the 
same as my mother. She 
phoned Paige’s Market 
early morning and 
ordered groceries need-
ed for our noon dinner. 
The list usually started 
with a nice size fryer 
and always ended with 
a carton of Coca-Colas. 
The order was deliv-
ered by a young man 
on a bicycle in time for 
dinner to be cooked. 

Since COVID-19, I have 
done the same—except 
the process requires 
more steps. I make a 
list, locate my favorite 
supermarket on com-
puter, enter my list to 
be picked up curbside, 
receive a confirmation 
and time to pick up, 
then I drive to store, 
park in designated 
spot, raise my trunk, 
and my food for the 
week is ready for my 
pantry. Same today as 
in yesteryears—but I do 
miss people.

In yesteryear, when 
we needed or wanted 
something not available 
around the square, there 
was always the Sears 

catalogue. Every home 
had an updated one for 
each season. No mat-
ter what you desired, 
it could most likely be 
found in Sears. This 
included live chickens 
and a prefab house. You 
wrote out your order 
on a form provided in 
catalogue and mailed it 
in. In a week to 10 days, 
the postman or railway 
express delivered your 
package. I type in my 
desired item on com-

puter and a long list 
appears for my choice. 
The order is sent imme-
diately and arrives 
within two days. It is 
more efficient—but I do 
miss people.

In the words of my 
Gramma Mac, we have 
to “make do.” Even if 
it is not what we want, 
it’s what we got.

Be safe, stay well, and 
stay on the sunny side.

Shirley can be reached 
at sptwiss@gmail.com.

The apocalypse 
is truly upon us. 
Somebody has made 
the decision—I don’t 
know who, I know it 
wasn’t me—that the 
Georgia-Georgia Tech 
football game will not 
be played this year for 
the first time since 1924. 
This hallowed event, 
which dates to 1893, is 
commonly referred to as 
“Clean Old Fashioned 

Hate,” which probably 
disturbs the politically 
correct weenies among 
us.

From what I under-
stand, it is because UGA 
is in the Southeastern 
Conference and Tech 
is in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference. The SEC 
will play no out-of-con-
ference games. The 
ACC will play one. 
Like most everything 

going on these days, 
the changes are being 
blamed on the COVID-
19 pandemic. That may 
be, but I also suspect 
it has something to 
do with money. Most 
everything in major col-
lege football these days 
has to do with money.

What makes no sense 
is that Georgia will 
travel 735 miles to play 
Missouri and Tech 1,077 

miles to play Boston 
College—both games 
which rank at the top 
of my Ho-Hum scale—
yet for two schools 
about 70 miles apart, 
their respective confer-
ences somehow can’t 
work it out to play each 
other this year, ignor-
ing the fact that the 
game is for statewide, 
365-days, 8,760-hours, 
525,600-minutes brag-
ging rights. I know. I 
have timed it.

There is a gaggle of 
internet twerppers who 
don’t see the need to 
continue this rivalry, 
anyway. They would 
rather see Georgia 
playing high-profile 
teams like Notre Dame 
and Ohio State and 
Oklahoma and forget 
Georgia Tech. Forget? 
Forget Hades! These 
urchins weren’t around 
in those dark days from 
1949 to 1957, better 
known as The Drought. 
Days that will truly live 
in infamy.

Georgia had held a 
slight lead in the series 
22-16-4 up until then. 
(Two of the Bulldog 
losses—1943 and 
1944—are listed with an 
asterisk in the Georgia 
media guide, as they 
should be. Georgia 
fielded a team of stu-
dents too young for ser-
vice in World War II, 
while Tech was loaded 
with athletes from the 
U.S. Navy’s V-12 pro-
gram. Shame on them.)

Things began inno-
cently enough in 1949 
when Tech squeaked by 
Georgia 7-6. They went 
downhill quickly from 
there. Two years later, 
it was 48-6. I remember 
one year a Georgia run-
ning back—I have for-

gotten his name—broke 
clear for a touchdown 
but lost his shoe and 
fell down. That I hav-
en’t forgotten.

I remember Georgia, 
a decided under-
dog, looking like they 
had Tech beaten in 
the mud and mire in 
Athens when Yellow 
Jacket quarterback 
Wade Mitchell threw 
a pass that looked like 
a Frisbee for a touch-
down pass to win. 
Mitchell was and is a 
friend, but I have never 
quite forgiven him.

Finally, on a cold, 
crisp November 30, 
1957, at Grant Field, 
Theron Sapp broke The 
Drought. The Bulldogs 
were suffering through 
a third consecutive los-
ing season and had not 
scored a touchdown 
against Tech in four 
years. Sapp scored the 
only touchdown of the 
game. I was there and 
witnessed the mira-
cle with 40,000 others. 
Today, if everyone who 
says they were there 
that day really were, it 
was more like 200,000.

If you are a true 
Bulldog and not a 
Johnny-come-late ly 
twerpper, you know all 
the words to Georgia 
Bulldog Poet Laureate 
Harold M. Walker’s 
“The Man Who Broke 
The Drought.” (“Rise 
up you loyal Georgians. 
From Tybee Light to 
Rabun Gap. Here’s to 
the Macon Mauler. The 
mighty Theron Sapp.”)

Things changed 

when a guy named 
Vince Dooley arrived 
in Athens in 1964. In 
his 25 years as head 
coach, Georgia was 19-6 
against Tech. Today, the 
series stands at 68-41-
5 in favor of the good 
guys. But that doesn’t 
erase the trauma of The 
Drought from those of 
us who lived through it.

Now, we must live 
without our state cham-
pionship for a whole 
year. It is not right. Of 
course, I can still twit 
my friends at North 
Avenue and remind 
them that we have 24 
Rhodes Scholars. (They 
have six.) That our 
researchers are current-
ly working to produce 
a more resilient peanut 
while theirs are fooling 
around with quantum 
systems. You can eat 
peanuts. You can’t eat a 
quantum system (what-
ever that is.)

Of course, they will 
give it back to me as 
good as they get it. 
They always do. But 
talking about peanuts 
and quantum stuff isn’t 
the same as talking 
about football. On that, 
both sides can agree. 
They have taken “Clean 
Old-Fashioned Hate” 
away from us. I truly 
hate that.

You can reach Dick 
Yarbrough at yarb2400@
bellsouth.net; at P.O. 
Box 725373, Atlanta, 
Georgia 31139; online 
at dickyarbrough.com 
or on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/dick-
yarb.

Editorials Columns
Shirley 
Proctor 
Twiss
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Atmospheric and 
oceanic conditions 
are primed to fuel 
storm development in 
the Atlantic, leading 
to what could be an 
“extremely active” sea-
son, according to fore-
casters with NOAA’s 
Climate Prediction 
Center, a division of 
the National Weather 
Service. On August 6, 
the agency released 
its annual August 
update to the Atlantic 
Hurricane Season 
Outlook, initially 
issued in May.

The 2020 Atlantic hur-
ricane season has been 
off to a rapid pace with 
a record-setting nine 
named storms so far 
and has the potential 
to be one of the busiest 
on record. Historically, 
only two named 
storms form on aver-
age by early August, 
and the ninth named 
storm typically does 
not form until October 
4. An average season 
produces 12 named 
storms, including six 
hurricanes of which 
three become major 
hurricanes (Category 3, 
4, or 5).

“This is one of the 
most active seasonal 
forecasts that NOAA 
has produced in its 
22-year history of hur-
ricane outlooks. NOAA 
will continue to pro-
vide the best possible 
science and service to 
communities across the 
Nation for the remain-
der of hurricane sea-
son to ensure public 
readiness and safety,” 
said U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce Wilbur 
Ross. “We encourage 
all Americans to do 
their part by getting 
prepared, remaining 
vigilant, and being 
ready to take action 
when necessary.”

The updated outlook 
calls for 19-25 named 
storms (winds of 39 
mph or greater), of 
which 7-11 will become 
hurricanes (winds of 
74 mph or greater), 
including 3-6 major 
hurricanes (winds of 
111 mph or greater). 
This update covers 
the entire six-month 
hurricane season, 
which ends Nov. 30, 
and includes the nine 
named storms to date.

A comprehensive 
measure of the overall 
hurricane season activ-
ity is the Accumulated 
Cyclone Energy (ACE) 
index, which measures 
the combined intensi-
ty and duration of all 
named storms during 
the season. Based on 
the ACE projection, 
combined with the 
above-average num-
bers of named storms 
and hurricanes, the 
likelihood of an 

above-normal Atlantic 
hurricane season has 
increased to 85%, with 
only a 10% chance of 
a near-normal season 
and a 5% chance of a 
below-normal season.

“This year, we expect 
more, stronger, and 
longer-lived storms 
than average, and our 
predicted ACE range 
extends well above 
NOAA’s threshold for 
an extremely active sea-
son,” said Gerry Bell, 
Ph.D., lead seasonal 
hurricane forecaster 
at NOAA’s Climate 
Prediction Center.

Current oceanic and 
atmospheric conditions 
that make an “extreme-
ly active” hurricane sea-
son possible are warm-
er-than-average sea 
surface temperatures 
in the tropical Atlantic 
Ocean and Caribbean 
Sea, reduced verti-
cal wind shear, weak-
er tropical Atlantic 
trade winds and an 
enhanced west African 
monsoon. These condi-
tions are expected to 
continue for the next 
several months. A main 
climate factor behind 
these conditions is the 
ongoing warm phase 
of the Atlantic Multi-
Decadal Oscillation, 
which reappeared 
in 1995 and has been 
favoring more active 

hurricane seasons since 
that time.

Another contribut-
ing climate factor this 
year is the possibility 
of La Nina developing 
in the months ahead. 
Indicative of cool-
er-than-average sea 
surface temperatures in 
the equatorial regions 
of the eastern Pacific 
Ocean, La Nina can fur-
ther weaken the wind 
shear over the Atlantic 
Basin, allowing storms 
to develop and inten-
sify.

NOAA’s hurricane 
season outlook is for 
overall seasonal activ-
ity and is not a land-
fall forecast. Landfalls 
are largely determined 
by short-term weath-
er patterns, which are 
only predictable within 
about a week of a storm 
potentially reaching a 
coastline. NOAA’s 
National Hurricane 
Center provides trop-
ical weather outlooks 
out to five days in 
advance, provides track 
and intensity forecasts 
for individual storms, 
and issues watches and 
warnings for specific 
tropical storms, hurri-
canes and the associat-
ed storm surge.

“NOAA has the most 
highly trained and 
dedicated forecast-
ers that serve to pro-

tect American lives 
and property. With 
improved forecast skill, 
new storm surge prod-
ucts, and new obser-
vations, such as GPS 
Radio Occultation, we 
are better positioned 
than ever before to 
keep Americans out 
of harm’s way,” said 
Neil Jacobs, Ph.D., act-
ing NOAA adminis-
trator. “It is now more 
important than ever to 
stay informed with our 
forecasts, have a pre-
paredness plan, and 
heed guidance from 
local emergency man-
agement officials.”

This hurricane sea-
son FEMA encourag-

es residents in hurri-
cane-prone regions 
to keep COVID-19 
in mind when mak-
ing preparations and 
during evacuations. 
Visit https://www.

ready.gov/hurricanes 
for more informa-
tion. Stay tuned to the 
National Hurricane 
Center for the latest 
about tropical storm 
and hurricane activity 
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A tractor that’s 
built to last. 
An offer that isn’t.

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2020. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R. � nancing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota L3560 equipment from participating dealers’ 
in-stock inventory is available to quali� ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of 
$16.67 per $1,000 � nanced. Customer instant rebates of $500 are available on qualifying � nance or $900 on cash purchases of L3560 equipment. Additional 
instant rebate of $700 are available with purchase of two new qualifying implements. 1st implement $500, 2nd implement $200. Contract term begins from the 
date of � rst payment which is due 90 days from the contract date. Example: Purchase made on 9/1/20, � rst monthly payment is due 12/1/20. Some exceptions 
apply. Offers expire 10/31/20. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express 
or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For more information, see Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com.

VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER

Together we do more.

Now is the best time to save on the L3560 Limited Edition, the 
ultimate affordable and comfortable tractor with cab package.

+ +
$0 DOWN 
0% APR 

60 MONTHS

SAVE 
UP TO 
$1,200 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 90 DAYS

L3560 Limited Edition    37.0 HP

APPLING MOTORS
545 EAST PARKER STREET
BAXLEY, GEORGIA 31513

912-367-2461

‘Extremely active’ hurricane season possible for Atlantic Basin

UPDATED 2020 ATLANTIC HURRICANE 
SEASON PROBABILITY AND NUMBER OF 

NAMED STORMS

2020 ATLANTIC TROPICAL CYCLONE NAMES 
SELECTED BY WORLD METEOROLIGICAL 

ORGANIZATION
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Call Melva at 478-237-9971 to help sell your unwanted items!
Homes for sale or rent • Apartments for rent • Land for sale • Yard and estate 

sales • Miscellaneous for sale • Pets/animals • Help wanted • Services offered

Committed to Caring

856 Hwy 1 South, Swainsboro, GA 30401
(478) 237-7022 • Fax: (478) 237-7644

www.pruitthealth.com

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
CNA’s: 3p - 11p with sign on bonusCNA’s: 3p - 11p with sign on bonus

Charge Nurse: Charge Nurse: 7p - 7a & 7a - 7p 7p - 7a & 7a - 7p 
with sign on bonuses with sign on bonuses 

Assistant Director of Health ServicesAssistant Director of Health Services

RN Clinical Competency CoordinatorRN Clinical Competency Coordinator

RENT TO OWN:  
2BDR/1B Just REMOD-
ELED Mobile Home on 
1 Acre Outside City 
Limits of Swainsboro.  
$2,500 - $5,000 down, 
$550 + $100 Per Month 
Towards Purchase.  
Call 478.227.7295.

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER NEED-
ED: Full Time 9:00AM-
5:00PM Monday-Friday. 
$400/week.  Must be 
able to pass a crimi-
nal check, have CPR & 
First AID certification. 
Must be able to assist 
in lifting. Must have 
transportation. Will be 
trained by a behavior 
analyst and will take 
data daily. Send resume 
with references to:  PO 
Box 938, Swainsboro.

SEEKING ROOM  
TO RENT in Swains-
boro with reasonable 
laundry and kitch-
en priviledges.  Seri-
ous inquiries ONLY!  
Call 478.299.6440 in 
you have anything.

ROOM FOR RENT

MISC FOR SALE

Pinestraw for sale:  
1-50 bails for $2.25 per 
bail.  51+ bails for $2.00 
per bail.Can be picked 
up at the end of Mul-
let Rd in Oak Park.

PETS/ANIMALS FOR 
FREE/MISSING

Animal shelter — The 
Emanuel County Animal Shel-
ter has chocolate lab mix males, 
female Australian cattle dog 
mixes, male pointer, several 
bulldogs, and a lot of shep-
herd mixes (male and female).
   We have lots of great family 
dogs as well as great guard dogs.
   The shelter is always in need 
of donations of canned and 
bagged dog food. We appre-
ciate any and every donation.
   If you are missing a dog or have 
found a dog, please call the shel-
ter at 478-237-4040 to report it.
   Visit us on Facebook at 
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / E m a n u -
elCountyShelter or visit our 
visitor website, www.petstab-
lished.com/organization/1760/, 
to view our adoptable dogs.
   Adoption fee is $35. This goes 
to pay for part of the spay-
ing/neutering cost. The other 
$30 must be paid to the vet, 
by the owner after it has been 
spayed or neutered. Please call 
the shelter for details. Come 
visit our adoptable dogs at 
343 Market St. in Swainsboro.
     We are open Monday through 
Friday, 8-4, and Saturday, 8-12.

MISC NOTICES

   WE DO not know-
ingly accept adver-
tisements that dis-
criminate, or intend to 
discriminate, on any 
illegal basis, nor do 
we knowingly accept 
employment adver-
tisements that are not 
bona-fide job offers. 
All real estate adver-
tisements are subject 
to the Fair Housing 
Act. We do not accept 
advertising that is in 
violation of the law. 
The law prohibits dis-
crimination based on 
color, religion, sex, 
national origin, hand-
icap, or family status.
   NEED TO SEND 
A COPY OF A DOC-
UMENT, LETTER, 
ETC., TO SOME 
PLACE IN A HUR-
RY? The Forest-Blade 
can do the job for you 
in minutes with its fax 
machine. We can also 
receive copies of docu-
ments. For more infor-
mation come by our 
office  on West 
Moring Street.

RENTAL HOUSES/
STORAGE UNITS

H O L S O N B A C K 
RENTALS LLC :  
Homes - Apartments - 
Storage Units.  342 W 
Main St.  478.419.1333.  
Mon - Fri from 9am - 
12pm, & 2pm - 5pm

HOUSE FOR YEARLY 
LEASE FOR SINGLE 
PERSON OR COUPLE: 
Country home, private 
and quiet. Nice main-
tained yards. 2 BDR, 2 
full baths, walk-in clos-
ets. Den, dining room, 
kitchen, laundry room,
front & back porches, en-
ergy efficient heat & air. 
Apppliances furnished 
include refrigerator 
w/ ice maker, washer, 
dryer, glass top electric 
range. SERIOUS INQUI-
RIES ONLY! Call be-
tween the hours of 8am 
& 6pm. 478-237-3849 

HOUSE FOR LEASE

HOUSES FOR RENT

4BDR/2B.  $650 
dep/$650 mth.
5BDR/2B locat-
ed in Midville.  $675 
dep/$675 mth.
4BDR/2B on Lake 
Luck.  $950/mth.
4BDR/2B located on 
Lake Collins in Portal.  
$750 dep/$750 mth.
HELP WANTED:  
Sheetrock, trim, & 
plumber workers.  
Call 478.299-8722 
for all the above.
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Legals
|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE 
OF GEORGIA
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
SPENCER JOE (JOEY) 
WEBB, ESTATE NO. 20E0075
DECEASED
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES and to whom it may 
concern:
MARY ALICE WEBB has petitioned 
to be appointed Administrator 
of the estate of SPENCER JOE 
(JOEY) WEBB, deceased, of said 
County.  (The Petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond and/
or grant of certain powers con-
tained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-261.)  
All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said 
Petition should not be granted.  
All objections to the Petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. AUGUST 
17, 2020.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the Petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a 
notary public or before a Probate 
Court Clerk, and filing fees must 
be tendered with your objections, 
unless you qualify to file as an indi-
gent party.  Contact Probate Court 
personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees.  If any objections are 
filed, a hearing will be scheduled 
at a later date. If no objections are 
filed, the Petition may be granted 
without a hearing. 
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
T. D.,  SEX F, DOB   03/16/2018                          
CASE# 
B.D.,  SEX F,  DOB:   08/09/2016 
J. D.,  SEX M, DOB   01/01/2015
Q. R., SEX F, DOB: 10/12/2008
CHILD UNDER 18 YEARS OF 
AGE.
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO:  Any Unknown biological, 
legal, putative father of the above 
named children born
to Gwendolyn Robertson at 
Emanuel Medical Center in 
Swainsboro, Georgia and the 
east Georgia Medical Center 
in Statesboro, Georgia, and 
Meadows Regional Medical 
Center in Vidalia, Georgia 
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been 
brought by the Emanuel County 
Department of Family and Children 
Services, and the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above 
referenced child; that said action 
has been filed in the Juvenile Court 
of Emanuel County, Georgia; and 
that by reason of an Order for 
Service of Summons by Publication 
dated __July 15_, 2020, you are 
hereby notified that you may obtain 
a copy of the petition from the Clerk 
of the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia and may file with 
the Clerk of said Court  and serve 
upon Marnique Oliver, Petitioner’s 
Attorney, whose mailing address 
is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. Racetrack 
Street, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401, an answer to the petition at 
any time prior to the Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded and 
required to appear before this 
court on the ___22nd  day of _
October__, 2020 at the EMANUEL 

County Courthouse in Swainsboro, 
Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for a FINAL 
HEARING and show cause, if any 
you have, why the relief requested 
in the petition should not be grant-
ed. You are hereby commanded 
and required to appear before this 
Court at said final hearing or the 
findings of the Court will be made 
the permanent order of this Court 
in the above case. You must attend 
the final hearing in order to pre-
serve your rights. At the final hear-
ing you will be given an opportunity 
to show cause, if any you have, 
why the relief requested in the peti-
tion should not be granted. Prior 
to the Final Hearing a Provisional 
Hearing on the petition will be held 
before the Court on __October 
8th__, 2020_at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Juvenile Courtroom at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia.  
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the proceed-
ings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.  
You are further notified that you will 
lose all rights to the child and will 
not be entitled to object to the ter-
mination of your rights to the child 
unless, within thirty days of receipt 
of this notice, you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pur-
suant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the 
Final Hearing unless the party 
served by publication appears at 
the Final Hearing.  If the party 
served by publication fails to 
appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact 
and Interlocutory Orders made will 
become final without further evi-
dence and will be governed by the 
Juvenile Court Code as if made 
at the Final Hearing.  If the party 
served by publication appears at 
the Final Hearing, the Interlocutory 
findings and Orders shall be vacat-
ed and disregarded, and the hear-
ing shall proceed upon the allega-
tions of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the proceed-
ings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be 
obtained at no charge from the 
Office of the Clerk of Court between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2020.
____________________________
_____________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile 
Court

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY STATE 
OF GEORGIA
IN RE:
D AV I D  K E I T H 
JACKSON,  ESTATE 
NO.  20E0064
DECEASED
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE 
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT
The Petition of KIMI KIGHT 
JACKSON, for a year’s sup-
port from the estate of DAVID 
KEITH JACKSON, Deceased, 
for Decedent’s Surviving Spouse 
and minor children, having been 
duly filed, all interested persons 
are hereby notified to show 
cause, if any they have, on or 
before AUGUST 17, 2020, why 
said Petition should not be grant-
ed.
All objections to the Petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before 
the time stated in the preceding 

sentence.  All objections should 
be sworn to before a notary public 
or before a Probate Court Clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party.  
Contact Probate Court personnel 
for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed the 
Petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WIKES
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court 
P.O.Box 70/ 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY STATE 
OF GEORGIA
IN RE:
DENNIS L. RINER, ESTATE 
NO.  20E0072
DECEASED
NOTICE OF PETITION TO FILE 
FOR YEAR’S SUPPORT
The Petition of SHIRLEY T. RINER, 
for a year’s support from the estate 
of DENNIS L. RINER, Deceased, 
for Decedent’s Surviving Spouse, 
having been duly filed, all inter-
ested persons are hereby notified 
to show cause, if any they have, 
on or before AUGUST 17, 2020, 
why said Petition should not be 
granted.
All objections to the Petition must 
be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed on or before 
the time stated in the preceding 
sentence.  All objections should 
be sworn to before a notary public 
or before a Probate Court Clerk, 
and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you 
qualify to file as an indigent party.  
Contact Probate Court personnel 
for the required amount of filing 
fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date.  If no objections are filed the 
Petition may be granted without a 
hearing.
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court 
By: Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court 
P.O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, GA. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF EMANUEL COUNTY  STATE 
OF GEORGIA
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
LULA PAUL ROBERTS, ESTATE 
NO. 20E0078
DECEASED
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
NOTICE
TO: ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES and to whom it may 
concern:
MICHAEL WAYNE ROBERTS 
SR. has petitioned to be appointed 
Administrator of the estate of LULA 
PAUL ROBERTS deceased, of 
said County.  (The Petitioner has 
also applied for waiver of bond 
and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. § 53-12-
261.)  All interested parties are 
hereby notified to show cause why 
said Petition should not be grant-
ed.  All objections to the Petition 
must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. AUGUST 
24, 2020.  
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All 
objections to the Petition must be 
in writing, setting forth the grounds 
of any such objections.  All objec-
tions should be sworn to before a 
notary public or 
bfore a Probate Court Clerk, and 

filing fees must be tendered with 
your objections, unless you qual-
ify to file as an indigent party.  
Contact Probate Court personnel 
for the required amount of filing 
fees.  If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later 
date. If no objections are filed, the 
Petition may be granted without a 
hearing. 
DON E. WILKES
Judge of the Probate Court
By:Jeanie Hooks
Clerk of the Probate Court
P.O. Box 70 / 125 S. Main Street
Swainsboro, Ga. 30401
Address
478-237-7091
Telephone Number

|
IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
IN THE INTEREST OF:
I.H., SEX M, DOB 06/02/2005,          
CASE# 
A. L., SEX F, DOB: 04/04/2007, 
Children Under 18 Years of Age  
NOTICE OF SUMMONS
TO:  Lashim Lopez, James 
Hullett, Eric Lopez, and Any 
Unknown biological, legal, puta-
tive father of the above named 
children born to Lashim Lopez 
at Emanuel Medical Center 
in Swainsboro, Georgia and 
the Burke Medical Center in 
Waynesboro, Georgia
You are hereby notified that the 
above-styled action has been 
brought by the Emanuel County 
Department of Family and Children 
Services, and the Georgia 
Department of Human Services, 
seeking to terminate your parental 
rights with regard to the above 
referenced child; that said action 
has been filed in the Juvenile Court 
of Emanuel County, Georgia; and 
that by reason of an Order for 
Service of Summons by Publication 
dated _July 22, 2020, you are here-
by notified that you may obtain a 
copy of the petition from the Clerk 
of the Juvenile Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia and may file with 
the Clerk of said Court  and serve 
upon Marnique Oliver, Petitioner’s 
Attorney, whose mailing address 
is P.O. Box 308, 115 S. Racetrack 
Street, Swainsboro, Georgia, 
30401, an answer to the petition at 
any time prior to the Final Hearing.  
You are hereby commanded 
and required to appear before 
this court on the __8th _ day of 
October_, 2020 at the EMANUEL 
County Courthouse in Swainsboro, 
Georgia at 10:00 a.m., for a FINAL 
HEARING and show cause, if any 
you have, why the relief requested 
in the petition should not be grant-
ed. You are hereby commanded 
and required to appear before this 
Court at said final hearing or the 
findings of the Court will be made 
the permanent order of this Court 
in the above case. You must attend 
the final hearing in order to pre-
serve your rights. At the final hear-
ing you will be given an opportunity 
to show cause, if any you have, 
why the relief requested in the peti-
tion should not be granted. Prior 
to the Final Hearing a Provisional 
Hearing on the petition will be held 
before the Court on _September  
24th__, 2020_at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Juvenile Courtroom at the 
EMANUEL County Courthouse, 
Swainsboro, Georgia.  
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the proceed-
ings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.  
You are further notified that if you 
are the father of the child(ren) you 
will lose all rights to the child and 
will not be entitled to object to the 
termination of your rights to the 

child unless, within thirty days of 
receipt of this notice, you file:
A petition to legitimate the child pur-
suant to O.C.G.A. § 19-7-22; and 
Notice of the filing of the petition to 
legitimate with the Emanuel County 
Juvenile Court. 
The Findings of Fact and Order of 
Disposition made at the Provisional 
Hearing will become final at the 
Final Hearing unless the party 
served by publication appears at 
the Final Hearing.  If the party 
served by publication fails to 
appear at the Final Hearing on 
the petition, the Findings of Fact 
and Interlocutory Orders made will 
become final without further evi-
dence and will be governed by the 
Juvenile Court Code as if made 
at the Final Hearing.  If the party 
served by publication appears at 
the Final Hearing, the Interlocutory 
findings and Orders shall be vacat-
ed and disregarded, and the hear-
ing shall proceed upon the allega-
tions of the motion.
The parties notified hereby are enti-
tled to legal counsel in the proceed-
ings, and the Court will appoint 
legal counsel if any party should be 
unable, without undue hardship, to 
employ counsel.
A copy of this petition may be 
obtained at no charge from the 
Office of the Clerk of Court between 
the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday.
WITNESS, the Honorable Sherri 
McDonald, Judge of said Juvenile 
Court.
This ________ day of 
___________________, 2020.
____________________________
_____________
Clerk, Emanuel County Juvenile 
Court

|
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 
EMANUEL COUNTY STATE OF 
GEORGIA
In Re: Gloria Dixon              Civil 
Action File No.  2OCV191
NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME
Georgia, Emanuel County
Notice is hereby given that Gloria 
Phyllis Ann Franklin Dixon the 
undersigned, filed his petition to 
the Superior Court of Emanuel 
County, Georgia on the 6th day 
of August, 2020, praying for a 
change in the name of petitioner 
from Gloria Phyllis Ann Franklin 
Dixon to Phyllis Ann Franklin 
Dixon. Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to law to any interested or 
affected party to appear in said 
court and to file objections to such 
name change. Objections must be 
filed with said Court within 30 days 
of the filing of said petition.
This 6 day of August, 2020.
_______________________  
Petitioner

(5263)
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Kiwanis Club continues to grow
During these uncertain 

times, the Swainsboro 
Kiwanis Club has con-
tinued to participate in 
community projects and 
has also had two new 
members to join the 
club. Tracy Mason, wife 
of Cliff Mason, mother 
of Caroline and Ethan, 
and a longtime friend of 
President Petite Garrett, 
was inducted into the 
club at its July 21 meet-
ing. Monica Wren, moth-
er of Justin Wren, Wesley 
Wren, and Sable Fleming 
and grandmother of 
five, was also induct-
ed at the same meeting.  
Wren is the owner of the 
Clucking Chicken, a vin-
tage store filled with fur-
niture, clothing, jewelry, 

and much more located 
here in Swainsboro.

Jane Durden, chair of 
the Membership Com-
mittee, met with the two 
prospective members 
prior to a weekly meet-
ing and reviewed what it 
means to be a Kiwanian. 
Following the new-mem-
ber orientation checklist, 
Durden explained var-
ious aspects of the Ki-
wanis Club including the 
governance by local, dis-
trict, state, and interna-
tional officers; time and 
resource commitments; 
and the club’s commu-
nity services which in-
clude donations to local 
schools, book drives, par-
ticipation in 5K run tim-
ings in the area, and the 

annual Christmas bicycle 
giveaway.

New members are 
usually inducted into a 
club with the local club 
president presiding over 
the ceremony. Sponsored 
by President Garrett, Ma-
son and Wren were hon-
ored to be inducted by 
Andy Pipkin, Georgia Ki-
wanis Governor, and Dan 
Bennett, District 17 Lieu-
tenant Governor. These 
two top officers present-
ed the new members with 
their Kiwanis member 
pins and their certificates 
of membership. During 
the induction ceremony, 
Governor Pipkin also 
stressed the importance 
that growth in member-
ship means as Kiwanis 

International continues 
to help communities one 
child at the time.

To become a member 
of the club, contact Jane 
Durden, Membership Chair, 

at 478-494-4113 or email 
her at hsdurden@bell-
south.net. New member 
registration fees are being 
suspended through Septem-
ber 30, so now is the time 

to join. To learn more about 
Swainsboro Kiwanis Club 
and its many community 
service projects, visit the 
Swainsboro Kiwanis Face-
book page.

(L-R) PIPKIN, MASON, DURDEN, WREN, AND BENNETT

Fire damages Lucky 
Street house

by BILL CAHILL, SFD 
PIO

A passerby spotted 
smoke from the roof of 
314 Lucky Street around 
3:28 p.m. on Thursday, 
August 5.

Swainsboro fire, 
police, and Emanuel 
County EMS were dis-
patched.

First-arriving units 
reported heavy smoke 
and residents evacuat-
ing the structure. Engine 
4’s crew deployed a 
1.75” attack line and 
began an aggressive 
interior attack. 

The fire that originat-
ed with a pot on the 
stove had spread to the 
ceiling and attic open-
ing. The main body 
of fire was quickly 
knocked down, and a 
positive pressure fan 
was utilized to clear the 
smoke.

No injuries were 
reported. There was fire 
damage to the kitchen 
area with smoke and 
heat damages to other 
rooms.

The Red Cross was 
called for family assis-
tance.

FIRE-DAMAGED KITCHEN

Kite bridge due for major upgrade
Last week, Georgia 

DOT awarded a project 
to rebuild .360 miles of 
bridge and approach-
es on US 221/GA 171 
over Battle Ground 
Creek north of Kite. The 
$2.072 million contract 
went to Gregory Bridge 
Company and has a July 
31, 2021 expected com-
pletion date once under-
way later this year.

A temporary detour 
bridge 90-foot by 33-foot 
wide will used to the east 
to accommodate traffic 
during construction.

The on-site detour 
route to the east of 
existing roadway pro-
vides minimal tempo-
rary impacts to the sur-
rounding environment, 

while maintaining the 
proposed alignment. A 
detour route would be 
over 27 miles for through 
travelers. To minimize 
the impact to the pub-
lic, the temporary detour 
bridge was selected.

The Battle Ground 
Creek was built in 1963. 
This bridge is below cur-
rent design standards 
and currently posted for 
weight restrictions. The 
new bridge will be 11 
feet higher in elevation.

CURRENT BRIDGE

PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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